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^^Christopher carries Syrian reaction to 
ilSl Israel but meeting with Rabin postponed 

qy P^J 

Damascus insists on ‘reasonable’ timetable for pullout from the Golan 


°Ple. Seven - 
-v did noi > ^ t~*v 

»“■ whit ^ v Damascus insi! 

151 ‘hem much 

TEL AVIV (geodes) - 
J 1 ' * e Per to? P-S. Secretary of Stale Warren 

e ? J l 5 en » to 7 1 '* Christopher arrived in Tel 
■i Hailed in Aviv on Monday with reac- 
cnitecis of JamJ*’ tfons from Syria to Israel's 
■conomic miraepT P^ace package after Damascus 
*? have been n-i; called for a “reasonable” with- 
c^ntly for allewJu ■ drawal timetable from the 
:velopment of Golan Heights, 
rough over-zeiiJf' Mr. Christopher's scheduled 
)n - In quesiioftV- talks with Prime Minister Yit- 
'■age of DureaDaJr. ^bin were put off from 
nt of respond,^- Monda y evening to Tuesday, 
-tc inflexible ii state radio reported without 
they had a W explanation, 
r promotion ip “Yes. there are (Syrian) 
Usd them irresn ^ reactions to proposals tint are 
ght per cent Jj? g° in S back and forth.** the 
If-important oJT- secretary told reporters on the 
tnt assessed them * ^S* 11 10 Tel Av * v after n 'ee*- 
iVing they wer* auT' togs in Damascus with Presi- 
:3 or -clean” jul 'dent Hafez AI Assad and Fore* 
cmed 5.000 . ign Minister Farouk AI Sharaa. 


ytiissj: 

ld the >' had a if 
F, Promotion. 13^ 
^ them irresZ 

!f h im per Cem “K 

it‘imp.3nant. (U- 
:n: assessed •_ * 


ide aged 2ij or 


The visit to Syria came two 


:p!ies~ from 2 407 q| J weeks after his last regional 

apanese child AI Hassan meets 
iood bullying Tunisian counterpart 

lOtfine TIMS (Pm) — Minister of 

. . State for Foreign Affairs Talal 

OKrOiRj — Snc Sataan AJ Hassan Monday met 
ren called a his Tunisian counteipart 

"ing hotline" on itst AI Habib Ben Yahya and re- 
peration. compliE vipwed with him bilateral neb* 
hystcai imimiilaK -dons and means of enhancing 
sycfc.ripcicsJ to® them. The two also discussed 
;hocl. the Japan Tel ,the latest developments in the 
cried Sunday. Tk: Middle East peace proce^ and 
set up Saturday^ the Palestinian question. 

>• a group or lawn: . ' • J 

ivnse to an innes J Algeria condemns 

.::ig and harass: 34 Ifilamists to 
choeu. ifce rwwsp*: J* ls [" misl5 10 
uddie school seconds death 
;ent. about !- c 

ihi.ned and said tot TUNIS (R) — Two Algerian 
tarred falhne w - courts have sentenced 34 Mus- 
ihen her teacher fc lim fundamentalists to death in 
!as s ir.ro CTOupj.k- one day. Algeria’s official and 
efu^d 10 accept ho independent media said on 
. re “4Ji»h*us :ne avfl* Monday. In the western town 
U nce “r the fl<® ■ Of Oran, a special court on 
\. v • • - L f,e\ Lold her. w Sunday condemned to death 16 
v ear oi ha r men, still on run, for killing 
‘k ■ n '. e ,-s ,iid. at lbrec gendarmes and two civi- 


ef , J>=u rc accept to 
;re vrirh u> :ne ave® 
cence 0: the gwr 

ow." the;, raid her. w 

-is. fjfsi Vear oi 

: bout io’v ears . . .. . . 

. ; --n-.lv ?(| O0D\n bans in the neighbouring town 

*$?. unaVthre*«fc °f Sidi-Bel-Abbes, the official 

Xmr : m die sipi*» Al % eri ™ MWS a g cnc >’ 

,y,ui I’rC said. The same day m the 

;t ^-‘--'?-henoflto‘ capital. Algiers, anotherspe- 
^v*. ; jl , n «vfc cial court condemned 18 Mus- 
.f rtoK^a. y m militants to death for the 

s? s 50Uu ..I,) hn? attempted murder of a police 
:ias>mj.e> 1 ^ officer anj f or armed attacks, 
>- 0 ;vV,*iL20® ■ newspapers and state radio, 
M>m>:ry received in Tunis, reported, 

rhe-i ' ver :., h in £ W On Sunday, Are said the court 
dctsis rL ;'- had passed death sentences on 
Japan 27 fundarnentaJists. 

■ 7 the pf*' 1 * 

^ More Palestinian 

telheVin .uflfj police* to leave Iraq 

*“'■ kV:- •: veatff:, BAGHDAD (R) — A contin- 
L m ^ gent of 280 Palestinian police is 
f", Jaih ready to leave for Jordan to 
j j*.-. join counterparts in the self- 

Tw rule enclave of Jericho, a 
V 1 Vi":o rW r '. Palestinian embassy source 
to' said Monday. The source said 

ant .“ '■ , j»o\> several contingents in Iraq 
e S ci! *& were awaiting orders from 
re 7 u , v Pifiestine Liberation Organisa- 
j ciif tidn (PLO) leader Yasser Ara- 
’,3U'" ' 1>u ^[h ihtf fat to set off for the “home- 
f ' ,: - r ^2L^- land.” The contingent will 
‘i;" 1 '- r * leave Iraq unarmed, but the 

a_5,,~iHredS 01 . source said the police will re- 

nU inu -niafl ceive weapons in Jcncho. 
-h?|dren to More than 70.000 Palestinians 
. t _ A ian S tS ‘ live in Iraq and the source said 
lr ' he' could send as many men as 

.-u DEI** required by the PLO. 

Nt^ s 7 > l ud^5‘ ■“ 
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Fjfwandan rebels . 
l -“ n %% cut government off 
from capital 
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NAIROBI (AFP) — Rwandan 
rebels took control Monday of 
part of the road leading from 
the capital Kigali to Gitarama, 
a town to the southwest where 
die interim government has 
taken refuge, rebel radio said. 
The seizure of the stretch of 
highway, where a mercy mis- 
sidn convoy with a French for- 
mer government minister 
board came under rebel fire 


n/i-; bi.. Radio Muhabura, mouth- 
rt* clsw piece of the Rwandan Patriotic 

Up 11 ;. h* vC :■ Front (RPF), confirmed rebels 
y'V fired on the convoy because 
s;i id- - l2 j $*. 3 ? government soldiers were rid- 
O y ‘ ^r 1 mg on the tomes. 
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shuttle when he took Israel’s 
latest peace package to Mr. 
Assad. 

The secretary held two 
rounds of talks with Mr. Shar- 
aa. interspersed by consulta- 
tions with his advisors. Straight 
after arrival on Sunday, he 
held a four- hour- meeting with 
President Hafez AI Assad. 

Mr. Christopher was to brief 
Israeli officials on his talks in 
Syna. where the official press 
called for a rapid Israeli with- 
drawal from the Golan amid 
reports that Syria wanted 
Israel to complete the with- 
drawal in three years. 

State-run Damascus Radio 
praised the United States for 
deploying ‘’intense and serious 
efforts to help the parties move 
closer together and push for- 
ward on the long road to 
peace.** 


Mr. Assad and Mr. Christ- 
opher had agreed to hold 
further talks and the secretary 
was expected to return to 
Syria. 

Mr. Christopher is trying to 
forge a Syrian-Israeli accord on 
the Golan, which has been the 
stumbling block in negotiations 
between the two sides since the 
Middle East peace process was 
launched in Madrid in Decem- 
ber 1991. 

A Western diplomat said 
Syria wanted an Israeli with- 
drawal to be completed within 
three years, while Israel is 
offering a phased pullout over 
five to eight years, with the 
initial return of three Druze 
Arab villages on the plateau. 

Syria's official news agency 
SANA said the Sharaa- 
Christopber meetings were 
“held at the request of the 


American side... to discuss the 
ideas and proposals” which 
Mr. Assad and the secretary 
examined on Sunday. 

The two foreign ministers 
also reviewed relations be- 
tween Washington and Damas- 
cus. namely a U.S. decision 
earlier this month to keep 
Syria on a list of countries 
sponsoring terrorism, in- 
formed sources said. 

“The Syrians have been very 
angry with this decision and 
they feel that if the United 
States considers them ‘terror- 
ists' then it is not logical for 
them to be discussing peace,” 
one source said. 

The government daily 
Tishrin said Syria was willing 
to negotiate an Israeli with- 
drawal from the Golan on con- 
dition Israel pledged a com- 
plete pullout within an 


“acceptable and reasonable’’ 
timeframe. 

“The necessary condition to 
help Christopher’s mission to 
succeed is to call on Israel to 
withdraw from the Golan im- 
mediately and rapidly accord- 
ing to a well-defined agenda.** 
Tishrin wrote. 

A Western diplomat de- 
scribed the remarks as posi- 
tive. “Tbe situation is going in 
che right direction and we are 
optimistic,” he said. 

However the diplomat ruled 
out a breakthrough in the near 
future. “The gap between the 
two sides has been narrowed 
since Mr. Christopher's last 
shuttle to the region two weeks 
ago but Israel and Syria are 
still wide apart.” 

(Contfaned no page 5) 


North Yemen claims fall of south’s 
main air base, as fighting spreads 


SANAA (Agencies) — North- 
ern troops Monday said they 
captured the south's main air 
base of AI An ad as Yemen’s 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
ordered southern leaders to 
either surrender or flee the 
country to end the civil war. 

Mr.- Saleh’s troops- also 
opened a ( new front in tbe 
eastern oil province of Shab- 
wa, as the south, feeing a siege 
of its Aden stronghold, re- 
newed calls for a ceasefire. 

AI Anad, which controls a 
key highway leading to the 
port city, fell to the northern 
army, said the official news 
agency SABA, run by the 
north. 

It quoted military sources as 
saying Mr. Saleh's troops were 
“mopping up the last pockets 
of the rebel forces in AI Anad 
base," around 60 kilometres 


north of Aden. 

“A unit of the (south’s) 22nd 
brigade and around 100 mem- 
bers of tbe special guard of Ali 
Salem AI Beidh surrendered to 
the forces of unity and legal- 
ity," SABA said. 

More than 20,000 soldiers 
loyal to Mr. Beidh, the vice 
president and bitter rival of 
Mr. Saleh, were deployed in 
the base, according to southern 
military officials. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of the fell of AI 
Anad, the second such claim in 
a week. But by the weekend, 
Saleh’s had captured tbe town 
of Daleh near the base. 

A spokesman on Aden tele- 
vision. meanwhile, insisted 
southern forces bad inflicted 
heavy losses on the assailants 
on all fronts, including the 
north, and forced their retreat. 


In Sanaa, an Arab League 
peace mission in the capital 
since last Thursday finally met 
the president, whose country 
was set up in May 1990 when 
conservative North Yemen un- 
ited with the Marxist South. 

The civil war, which broke 
out on May 5, was “an internal 
affair and a rebellion by a band 
of secessionists who are rising 
up against the legal powers" 
and four-year-old unity of Ye- 
men, Mr. Saleh said. 

The president, who has so 
far ruled out a ceasefire and is 
seeking a victory on the battle- 
field, ordered southern leaders 
“to surrender to be given a fair 
trial or to flee the country so as 
to avoid more bloodshed." 

Despite the north ruling out 
foreign mediation, the Arab 
mission’s leader Mohammad 
Saeed Bayraqdar said the 


Palestinians take over nerve centre of 
occupation, Israel pledges to meet deadline 


GAZA (R) — Israeli soldiers 
slipped out of Gaza Central 
Prison before dawn on Mon- 
day, banding over what bad 
been the nerve centre of 
Israel's occupation of the Gaz?. 
Strip to a detachment of 
Palestinian police. 

By midday all trace of them 
was fast disappearing. 

Palestinian policemen, who 
replaced them, were billeted in 
empty offices, hundreds of re- 
sidents thronged outside hop- 
ing to find relatives among the 
newly arrived police, and for- 
mer prisoners wandered round 
vacant cells where they bad 
been tortured. 

Just a few months ago, the 
complex held hundreds of 
Arab prisoners. 

Israel said on Monday it 


would finish withdrawing from 
the Gaza Strip in time for a 
complete handover ceremony 
on Tuesday, less than two 
weeks after signing an agree- 
ment on Palestinian self-rule 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) in Cairo. 

“This morning at about 3 
a.m. the Israeli forces evacu- 
ated two buildings in Gaza City 
— (army) headquarters and 
the civil administration com- 
plex,” an army spokeswoman 
said. 

The two buildings had been 
the operational centre of 
Israel’s 27-year-old. occupation 
of Gaza's largest city. 

“The prison will never be 
used in the same way as it was 
during the Israeli occupation," 
said Zakaria El Agha, an 


appointee to the Palestinian 
authority, who spent the morn- 
ing at the prison. “There will 
be no political prisoner.” 

Mr. Agha, who also heads 
PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat’s Fateh faction in Gaza, was 
held twice in the prison, in 
1975 and 1988. 

Other ex-prisoners wan- 
dered round the “slaughter- 
house" the “bus” and the 
“fridge," names Palestinians 
gave to the small, murky 
rooms where they were held 
and beaten. 

Exhausted Palestinian police 
from the Egyptian-based Ain 
Jalut Brigade bedded down in 
rooms inside the fortress, 
which Egypt also used as a 
prison during its administra- 
tion of the strip before 1967. 


Outside, dozens of street 
vendors set up stalls selling 
snacks and soft drinks to the 
crowds of Gazans who flocked 
to see the prison in Palestinian 
hands, and to look for relatives 
among the newly arrived 
police. 

Israel bad already transfer- 
red Palestinian prisoners to 
other jails and many of the 
buildings were already empty. 

Israel has emptied most of 
its bases in the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho in tbe past week. Tbe 
handover is doe to be com- 
pleted by Wednesday. 

Israel radio said die few faci- 
lities stQl controlled by tbe 
Israeli army would be evacu- 
ated by Monday night and a 

(Continued on page 5) 


Arafat’s bid to form strong self- rule 
authority gets support from opponents 


AMMAN — Even though 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat has filled most 
of the slots for a new Palesti- 
nian authority to run the 
autonomous areas of Jericho 
and Gaza, he is still faring 
difficulties recruiting influen- 
tial figures from the occupied 
territories. 

Former chief negotiator 
Haidar Abdul Shaft, from 
Gaza and Abdul Hafiz A! 
Ashhab, from Hebron, have 
declined a new offer by the 
PLO leadership to take part 
in the 24-member Palestinian 
authority. Both have re- 
portedly criticised the agree- 
ments reached with Israel 
and demanded reforms in the 
organisation. 

But Mr. Arafat, who 
appears keen to include fi- 
gures representing treqds 


other than his own Fateh 
faction and other loyalists, is 
said to have been 
approaching critics of the 
peace agreement with Israel 
in the hope of achieving a 
consensus over the structure 
of the authority. 

Another important inde- 
pendent and critic of the 
PLO’s handbag of negotia- 
tions with Israel, Hanan 
Ashrawi, has declined parti- 
cipation 48 hours after the 
organisation named her to 
the list of members of the 
new authority. 

According to various 
Palestinian sources. Dr. 
Ashrawi had told the PLO 
she would support efforts to 
form a strong authority but 
that she was bound by an 
earlier commitment as head 
of the independent Palesti- 
nian Commission for Human 


Rights. 

The PLO, however, inter- 
preted Dr. Ashrawi’s re- 
sponse as positive. 

Soon after the names were 
announced by chief Palesti- 
nian negotiator Nabil Shaath 
in Cairo, Dr. Ashrawi clar- 
ified her position to the PLO 
but Palestinian officials urged 
her not to immediately de- 
cline the offer so as not to 
discourage others. 

Thus on Saturday. 48 hours 
after the PLO announce- 
ment, Dr. Ashrawi issued a 
carefully worded denial that 
included an appeal for qual- 
ified, strong and credible per- 
sonalities to join the author- 

ity- 

The appeal, made through* 
Radio Monte Carlo, indi- 
cated that Dr. Ashrawi did 
not want to be directly in- 
volved but has concluded that 


a strong authority was crucial 
for ensuring that self-rule will 
not reinstitute Israeli occupa- 
tion as many fear. 

In a telephone interview 
with the Jordan Times, Dr. 
Ashrawi said from her house 
in Ramallah that since chang- 
ing the terms of the agree- 
ment with Israel was not 
possible, Palestinians should 
focus on the nation-building 
process to achieve their 
national goals. 

“The terms of agreement 
will not be changed. There- 
fore we have to create a new 
reality on the ground to 
attain our goals. We can only 
do that through participa- 
tion,’* she said. 

The agreement to imple- 
ment Palestinian self-rule, 
signed in Cairo on May 4, has 

(CoBttsnat on page 5) 
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His Majesty King Hussein Monday shakes hands 
with Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament 
Taber AI Masrf before tmtmtimg with beads of 


Parliamentary blocks and committees (Petra 
photo) 


King meets deputies; 
urges constructive dialogue 


league “stands ready at any 
time to play a role in helping to 
preserve Yemen's unity." 

There has been no official 
casualty toO for the fighting, in 
.which at least 175 Somali re- 
fugees near Aden were HUed- 
Mr. Beidh, meanwhile, re- 
newed the south’s cease fir e 
offer, calling for hnpkmenta- 
* tion of die Feb. 20 reconcilia- 
tion deal be signed with Mr. 
Saleh in Amman. 

“This situation on the bat- 
tlefronts cannot be stabilised," 
be told a press conference. We 
oppose the war but “we win 
resist the invaders.” 

Northern ground forces, in- 
cluding tanks and heavy artil- 
lery, are trying to reach Aden 
in an pincer movement from ■ ! 
the north, along the Sanaa- 
Aden road, Zanjibar to the 
west, and Abyan to tbe east. 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Monday 
stressed that Jordan’s decision 
to maintain its democratisation 
process was final, emphasising 
that tbe Kingdom, despite the 
current situation in the Arab 
World, insists on continuing 
the process “because it is link- 
ed to tbe Arab people’s digni- 
ty, freedom ana right to par- 
ticipate in braiding their pre- 
sent and making their future.” 
At a meeting at the Royal 
Coart with Speaker of die 
Lower House of Partiament 
Taber AI Masri, members or 
the House’s various commit- 
tees arid spokespersons ^of Par- 
liamentary blocs. King Hussein 


Settlers, 
soldiers 
shoot 16 

Palestinians 
in Hebron 


HEBRON (Agencies) — 
Israeli settlers and troops shot 
and wounded 16 Palestinians in 
tire mosque massacre town of 
Hebron on Monday in full view 
of international observers. 

A spokesman for the obser- 
vers, known as the Temporary 
Inte rnatio nal Presence in Heb- 
ron (TIPH), said the violence 
erupted as settlers leaving their 
settlement near the Tomb of 
tiie Patriarchs fired at Palesti- 
nian youths. Spokesman 
Bjarne Soerensen said the set- 
tlers opened fire ‘in full view” 
of the observers. 

Hospital sources said eight 
Palestinians were shot and 
another beaten up. 

Mr. Soerensen said bis initial 
report that one Palestinian had 
been shot dead was wrong. 

“We haven’t been there but 
our reports are that no one was 
killed," Mr. Soerensen said. 

Palestinians said Arabs 
threw stones at about 30 armed 
Jewish settlers marching to- 
wards a mosque in the West 
Bank city, which has been 
tense since a settler massacred 
over 40 Muslim worshippers 
there on Feb. 25. 

The settlers beat up two old 
men in their way and onlook- 
ers responded by throwing 
stones. The settlers opened 
fire, the Palestinians said. The 
army also stepped in. firing 
rubber bullets. At least nine 
Arabs were shot and wounded 
by both settlers and soldiers, 
hospital sources said. 

Clashes continued in the 
evening with U.N. sources re- 
porting a further five Arabs 
injured, one seriously. 

After the initial clash, 
troops also shot eigm rmuo- 
nian demonstrators, including 
a youth who was in serious 
condition with a bullet wound 
in the neck, hospital sources 
said. 

The observer team, de- 
ployed in Hebron a week ago 
to bolster security for Palesti- 
nians in the wake of the mos- 
que killings, was gathering 
eyewitnesses accounts, Mr. 
Soerensen said. 

It was the worst incident in 
Hebron since the deployment 
of ibe 160-men force from De- 
nmark, Italy and Norway. 


underlined Jordan’s principled 
stands on challenges facing the 
country. 

King Hussein called on the 
parliamentarians to continue 
their efistingmsbed work in the 
fields of legislation and moni- 
toring government perform- 
ance, pointing to tbe import- 
ance of having well-defined re- 
lations among the executive, 
legislative and judicial author- 
ities. 

The King also underscored 
tbe need to establish democra- 
tic norms and the basis of 
constructive dialogue which 
would “enrich the march and 
enable it to achieve its noble 


goals.” 

King Hussein briefed tbe 
parliamentarians on the latest 
developments in the Middle 
East peace process and noted 
that Jordan was determined to 
achieve a comprehensive, just 
and lasting peare in the region. 

The King was briefed by 
parliamentarians on their 
views on various domestic 
issues and the democratisation 
process.. 

The meeting was attended 
bv Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali, Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Raad Ben 
Zeid and the King’s advisers.’ 


Kadoumi expected 
in Amman to 
sign economic deal 


By Lamis K. Andoni 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Head of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Foreign Affairs 
Department Farouk Kadoumi 
is expected to arrive in Amman 
after AI Adha holiday to dis- 
cuss next week, and probably 
sign “h plan of action" on 
Jordanian economic coopera- 
tion readied here last week. 

The PLO leadership, howev- 
er, has yet to officially endorse 
the plan that involves a joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian commit- 
tee to coordinate the supervi- 
sion and licensing of banks, 
makes the Jordanian dinar the 
major currency in tbe auton- 
omous Palestinian areas and 


lifts all customs be. ■een tbe 
two sides on agreed upon com- 
modities. 

Tbe suggested committee, if 
approved, will give a consulta- 
tive role for the Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) regarding the 
supervision of all banks that 
deal with Jordan and in licens- 
ing new ones in the auton- 
omous areas. 

The committee will also en- 
able the Palestinian authority 
to coordinate with tbe CBJ 
regarding hanks in areas that 
still fall under Israeli jurisdic- 
tion, where the CBJ will still be 
the monetary authority in 
terms of lieensing banks. 

As tbe Palestinian authority 

(ContfaHMd OB MSB 5) 


Court finds Jordan 
Times guilty of 
violating press law 

Newspaper to appeal verdict 


By Nermeen Murad 
and Ayman AI Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — The Editor-in- 
Chief of the Jordan Times, 
George Hawatmeh and repor- 
ter Sana Atiyeh, were found 
guilty Monday of violating two 
articles of the Press and Pub- 
lications Law and were 
ordered to pay fines amounting 
to JD 600 m addition to court 
costs. 

Defence lawyers took im- 
mediate steps to appeal tbe 
decision, which was taken by 
Amman’s First Instance Court. 
The case would now go to the 
Court of Appeals, which can 
either uphold or ovenuM the 
decision, and later on can be 
heard by the Court of Cassa- 
tion, the highest legal authority 
in the Kingdom. 

Hie ruling was tbe culmina- 
tion of a 4-week trial in which . 
the Jordan Times stood ac- 
cused of violating Articles 40/ 
A/2 and 42 of the law, which 
was passed by the 11th Parlia- 
ment and came into effect in 


die middle of 1993. 

Tbe first article stipulates 
that publications are forbidden 
to print “news items, drawings 
or commentaries disparaging 
the armed forces or the secur- 
ity apparata.” Article 42 for- 
bids “publishing transcripts of 
any case before the final ver- 
dict, except with court permis- 
sion.” 

Both journalists had pleaded 
not guilty to the charges, which 
are punishable by a maximum 
fine of JD 1,000. 

The trial began on April 18, 
several months after a legal 
complaint was sent by the head 
of the Press and Publications 
Department Mohammad 
Aimn to Amman’s public pro- 
secutor, who in turn requested 
the trial. Mr. Amin initiated 
the charges over t he paper’s 
coverage of a state security 
court trial where 10 men were 


accused of plotting to assassin- 
ate His Majesty King Hussein 
and the charge sheet specifically 
referred to a report published 

(Continued on uov o 
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Iran says Saudi police 
deploy around haj HQ 


NOCOSIA (Agencies) Iran said 
Saudi Arabia had deployed 
police around its pilgrimage 
(haj) headquarters in the Mus-^ 
lim holy city of Mecca, where 
Iranian pilgrims plan to hold a 
political rally in defiance of a 
Saudi ban. 

"With only three days left 
for the annual rally against 
disbelievers in this holy city, 
the Saudi police have deployed 
two companies (of policemen) 
around the headquarters of the 
representative of the leader of 
the Islamic Revolution," the 
official Iranian news agency 
(IRNA) said. 

Iran's charge could not be 
confirmed. Saudi Arabia 
usually deploys its police in the 
holy cities of Mecca and Medi- 
na during the haj, which 
attracts millions of Muslims 
every year. 

Iran has also declared May 
15 a day of solidarity with 
Bosnian Muslims for pilgrims 
gathered in Saudi Arabia and 
said donations would be col- 
lected from pilgrims. 

But IRNA said Saudi Ara- 
bia's Minister for Pilgrimage 
Affairs and Endowments 
Mahmoud lbn Mohammad 
Safar told Iranians not to col- 
lect money from other pilgrims 
for Bosnia. 

"Saudi security officials will 
ban such efforts.” IRNA 
quoted Mr. Safar as saying in a 
note to Iran's haj officials. 

Riyadh is a keen sup- 


porter of Bosnian Muslims but 
has long said that the pilgrim- 
age. which this year reaches its 
climax on May 20. is an occa- 
sion for worship and not poli- 
tical activity. 

Saudi Arabia's Interior 
Minister Prince Nayef Ben Abdul 
Aziz reiterated last week the 
kingdom would enforce a ban 
on all political activities by 
pilgrims. 

But Hojatoleslam Moham- 
mad Mohammadi Rayshahri, 
Iran's top representative at the 
,haj. said Iranian pilgrims 
would hold a rally in Mecca 
Tuesday denouncing what they 
see as Islam's enemies, despite 
the Saudi ban. 

IRNA's report from Mecca 
said Saudi police "have been 
stationed with a water cannon 
and two armoured cars (out-' 
side the Iranian headquar- 
ters). ” 

The agency said police had 
been posted in a school oppo- 
site the headquarters and two 
cameras installed on a building 
overlooking it. Police were 
keeping close watch on pil- 
grims throughout Mecca, even 
at prayers, IRNA said. 

The police also prevented 
cars belonging to Iranian pil- 
grims and organisers from en- 
tering the camp's parking lot. 
"even those with diplomatic 
licence plates," IRNA said. 

The siege followed the hold- 
ing of a rally in the pilgrimage 


quarter in solidarity with the 
Muslim people in Bosnia 
late Sunday, it said. 

IRNA said that the Saudi 
police had taken down several 
Iranian flags placed on the roof 
of the pilgrimage quarter. 

On Sunday, an Iranian reli- 
gious organisation urged ail 
Muslims making the pilgrim- 
age in Mecca to defy a Saudi 
ban and take part in the de- 
monstration. 

"We call on all pilgrims, 
especially political ly-aware Ira- 
nians, to take part in the de- 
monstration as in previous 
years to foil the plots of ene- 
mies of Islam," the Islamic 
Propagation Organisation said 
in a statement. 

The Mecca gathering is the 
"best opportunity and Mecca 
the best place for Muslims to 
express their hatred of the in- 
fidels, notably the United 
States and Israel,” it added. 

Mr. Reyshahri has told the 
pilgrims that holding the rally 
was a "religious must" and that 
everyone should participate. 

More than 400 people, most- 
ly Iranians, were killed at the 
1987 haj when Saudi security 
forces clashed with an Iranian- 
led rally chanting slogans 
against the United States and 
Israel. 

The bloodshed led to a 
break in relations between Iran 
and Saudi Arabia and a three- 
year Iranian boycott of the haj. 



SINGING WITH CHILDREN: A Palestinian officers to the school in the Rafah camp, the Gaza 
police officer sings a national song with Palest!- Strip (AFP photo) 

Edan children during a visit of Palestinian police 


Egypt lawyers strike over dead colleague 


Sudan rebels, government open peace talks 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Sudan's 
Islamic fundamentalist military 
government and mainly Christ- 
ian southern rebels opened a 
new round of Kenyan- 
mediated peace talks in Nairo- 
bi Monday, Kenyan officials 
said. 

Kenyan Foreign Minister 
Kalonzo Musyoka chaired the 
dosed-door meeting between 
officials of the rebel Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) and the government, 
aimed at ending a conflict 
more than a decade old. 

Khartoum's delegation, led 
by parliamentary speaker 
Mohammad A1 Amin Khalifa, 
was to meet members of .the 
SPLA’s two rival factions in 
the latest of many negotiations 
organised by the six-member 
regional group, the Inter- 

f overn mental Authority on 
Ironght and Development 
(IGADD). 


But only a representative of 
the breakaway SPLA -Uni ted 
faction, Richard Mulla, 
showed up for the dosed-door 
udks at the Kenyan Foreign 
Ministry Monday morning, 
officials said. 

It was not immediately dear 
who was representing the 
mainstream rebel group led by 
SPLA founder John Garang, 
which took up arms to free the 
mainly Christian and ammist 
south from Islamic domination 


by the Arab north 11 years 
ago. — 

Khartoum has taken advan- 
tage of a 1991 split in the rebel 
movement along tribal lines to 
recapture a string of garrison 
towns it had lost to the SPLA 
in the vast swamplands and 
savannah of the undeveloped 
south. 

But a major government 
offensive launched at the end 
of last year seems to have 
become bogged down . 


12 hurt in Turkish cinema blast 

ANKARA (AFP) — A bomb attack Snnday on a cinema 
wounded 12 people, inducting six soldiers, in Elazig, south- 
eastern Turkey, the Anatolia News Agency reported. A 
Russian-made explosive .device, was thrown, inside : the cinema 
premises where 140 people were watching a film, the agency „ , 
said. Nobody immediately claimed .responsibility for the 
attack. Police launched a search operation in die town to find 
the bombers. Three people were meanwhile wounded in an 
attack at Adana, some 110 kflometres (70 miles) from the 
Syrian border. It was not known who was behind the Mast. 


CAIRO (R) — Thousands of 
Egyptian lawyers brought 
courts to a standstill with a 
one-day strike to demand the 
prosecution of the policemen 
they say tortured a Muslim 
fundamentalist lawyer to death 
last month. 

The government say the 
lawyer, Abdul Harith Madani, 
32, fell ill soon after arrest and 
then died of natural causes. 

The Egyptian Bar Associa- 
tion said 90 per cent of judges 
across the country had cancel- 
led their sessions in response to 
an appeal from the association, 
which has 140.000 members. 

At the High Court complex 
in Cairo, five courts were emp- 
ty at mid-morning, when they 
would normally be fall, and 
court ushers said lawyers had 
responded to the strike call. 

Black banners hung from the 
association's headquarters in 
Cairo urging “vengeance for 
the blood of the martyr Abdul 
Harith”. Police vans sur- 
rounded the building. 

Mr. Madani is the most 
prominent person to die soon 
after arrest since the Gamaa Al 
Islamiyah (Islamic Group) be- 
gan a campaign of violence 
against the government more 
than two years ago. 

The case has incensed the 
Islamic-dominated bar Asso- 
ciation, which is now planning 
la ■ march- on the presidency 
Tuesday. Human rights orga- 
nisations have also protested. 

On Saturday the Interior 
Ministry said Mr. Madani had 
and attack of asthma and 
fainted on April 26 within 


hours of his arrest, while police 
were taking him to search a 
house in Cairo. It said he died 
in hospital of lung failure the 
next day. 

But the Bar Association dis- 
missed the explanation, saying, 
he was in good health and that 
the medical report mentioned 
wounds on bis body. It said the 
police did not inform Mr. 
Madam's family of his death 
until May 5, eight days after 
police says he died. 

The association described 
the ministry's explanation as 
“a feeble statement which fal- 
sifies the facts in a clear 
attempt to dissipate the 
lawyers' anger.” 

The authorities have with- 
held the forensic report and 
refused to allow a second auto- 
psy on the body, which has 
since been buried at Mr. 
Madani 's hometown in south- 
ern Egypt. 

But Bar Association official 
Khaled Badawi said that in 
private contacts the public pro- 
secutor's office said it was still 
investigating the officers who 
arrested Mr. Madani. 

The Interior Ministry state- 
ment Saturday described Mr. 
Madani as a “terrorist” and 
said be had helped the Gamaa 
by acting as a messenger for 
Gamaa leaders in prison and as 
a conduit for money sent to the 
organisation from abroad. 

It said that partly as a result 
of information obtained from 
Mr. Madani's premises the 
police have arrested 98 leading 
Gamaa members over the past 


Why Palestinian leaders are reluctant to join authority? 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Nominees for 
the new Palestinian self-rule 
authority in Jericho and 
Gaza, though enthusiastic ab- 
out the future are reluctant to 
assume the task, a PLO offi- 
cial said Monday. 

“It is a difficult responsibil- 
ity that requires a lot of work 
in light of the uncertainty of 
the situation in the self-rule 
areas,” said the official who 
asked not to be named. 

He added that the reluct- 
ance of some nominees to 
accept offers by the PLO to 
assume positions of authority 
in Gaza and the West Bank 
town of Jericho was under- 
standable as the task of mem- 
bers of the new Palestinian 
authority is “nothing to be 
envied for.” 

Asaad Abdul Rahman, 
who was offered a position in 
the new Palestinian author- 
ity. told the Jordan Times 
that he has not yet made up 
his mind on whether or not to 
accept the offer. 

“There is a very thin line 
between the enthusiasm I feel 
about the offer and the poli- 


tical suicide I might be com- 
mitting if I do accept,” Dr. 
Abdul Rahman, who current- 
ly heads the Abdul Hamid 
Shoman Foundation said. 

He said fear of political 
suicide stems from three 
“legitimate” reaons; the first 
was the “not-so-promising 
Israeli attitude.” 

“The Palestinian right to 
self determination does not 
seem to be a real concern for 
the Israelis and there are no 
guarantees that it will ever 
be." he explained. 

The second reason for Dr. 
Abdul Rahman's reserva- 
tions is his “lack of confi- 
dence in the ability of West- 
ern and international com- 
munities to convince Israel to 
ease the pressure off the 
Palestinians and help them 
accomodate their needs in 
the coming stage.” 

“Last but not least,” he 
added, “I have my doubts 
about the Palestinians’ com- 
petence in managing, orga- 
nising and running the self- 
rule areas in a manner that 
would meet the expectations 
of people in the occupied 
territories.” 

Dr. Abdul Rahman said 


that he realised that a deci- 
sion on his part should be 
taken soon, but that before 
he makes any decision on tbe 
matter, he has to make “a 
dear cut evaluation of the 
whole situation.” 

Commenting on the reluct- 
ance of other Palestinians 
leaders to be part of tbe new 
Palestinian authority, Ibra- 
him Quba'a, a member of tbe 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC), said that in many 
cases, personal interests rise 
above national ones. He said 
that it was every Palestinian's 
duty to participate in forming 
and serving the new author- 
ity. 

“All competant politicians 
should help found the new 
authority, it is their duty to- 
wards their country,” Mr. 
Quba’a said. Asked whether 
he would accept such an 
offer, be said that there were 
more qualified politicians for 
the job than he was, but that 
he will be wining to accept a 
coundlling position in the au- 
thority. 

Mr. Quba'a added that de- 
spite the refusal of very few 
people to assume leading 
positions in tbe future au- 


thority, there are unqualified 
Palestinians seeking high 
power positions. 

“I would suggest the open- 
- ing of training centres for our 
■unqualified young men who 
will eventually take over." 

He said that to ensure a 
solid base for a competant 
authority, a scientific 
approach should be adopted. 

“We can train and teach 
onr people the science of 
management of utilities ex- 
actly like we trained the 
police forces,” he added. 

Saleh Ra’fat, a member of 
the P alestin ian Democratic 
Union (FID A) said that some 
leading Palestinians had their 
political reasons for turning 
down the offer of participat- 
ing in the new Palestinian 
self-rule authority. One such 
leader, according to Mr. 
Ra’fat, is Haidar Abdul Sha- 
fi, who led the Palestinian 
delegation to the Madrid and 
Washington talks with Israel. 

“He (Dr. Abdul Shafi) dis- 
agrees with Yasser Arafat's 
ruling methods," Mr. Ra’fat 
said. 

FIDA has opposed the 
self-rule agreement signed in 
Cairo in May 4 called on the 


Palestinian people to strive to 
eliminate the “restrictions 
imposed on them by the 
agreement," Mr. Ra’fat said. 

He added that being part 
of the new Palestinian au- 
thority was one medi um to do 
so and that they (FIDA) 
would like to see more of 
their members nominated for 
leading positions in the new 
authori ty. 

Two FIDA officials, Yas- 
ser Abed Rabbo and Azmi 
Shuaibi, have been nomin- 
ated for the new authority,” 
but we are working on includ- 
ing at least one more FIDA 
official,” Mr. Ra’fat said. 

He said that he “re- 
spected" Hanan Ashrawi’s 
decision to decline the 
appointment in the new au- 
thority in order to devote 
herself and her efforts to the 
Independent Palestinian 
Commission for Human 
Rights, to which she was re- 
cently elected as commission- 
er. 

“It is only natural for Ms. 
Ashrawi to refuse the offer, 
for she has chosen the duty of 
monitoring the performance 
of the new authority," said 
Mr. Ra’fat. 


three weeks. 

But it did not name any of 
them and lawyers dose to the' 
Gamaa said they did not seem 
to include anyone significant. 
“It’s purely for propaganda,” . 
said lawyer Montasser Al 
Zayyat. 

Cairo newspapers Sunday 
published photographs of 
seven men wanted for acts of 
violence, including Rifaat 
Zeidan, said to be tbe leader of 
the Gamaa military wing in 
southern Egypt. 

The level of violence 
appeared to be falling earlier 
this month in the south, the 
main theatre of Gamaa opera- 
tions, bat gunmen thought to 
be Gamaa members have kil- 
led four policemen there in tbe 
last three days. 

The Gamaa has also re- 
sumed its public relations 
offensive through faxes sent to 
international news agendes. 

A faxed statement Sunday 
thanked the Bar Association 
for its campaign on behalf of 
Mr. Madani. 

“The martyr Abdul Harith 
Madani committed no crime 
for which to be detained, let 
alone murdered, other than 
defending the rights of de- 
tainees from the Egyptian peo- 
ple and members of the Gamaa' 
Al .Islamiyah,” it said. 

:"By carrying out this loath- 
some crime, the Egyptian reg- 
ime has proved the Gamaa 
correct in what it has done to 
confront the regime, which has 
flouted all moral conventions,” 
it added. 


Algerian 
court 
sentences 
17 Islamists 
to death 

TUNIS (R) — An Algerian 
court sentenced 17 Muslim 
fundamentalists to death for 
attempted murder of a police 
officer and for armed attacks, 
the official Algerian News 
Agency (APS) said. 

Fourteen of the condemned 
men were still on the run and 
were tried in their absence by 
Algiers Special Court, one of 
three set up by decree in late 
1992 to battle political violence 
which officials blame on Islam- 
ists. 

At least 450 fundamentalists 
have been condemned to death 
by ordinary, special and milit- 
ary courts since early 1992 af- 
ter violence erupted when the 
army-backed authorities can- 
celled a general election in 
which the Islamists had taken a 
huge lead. 

Algeria has executed 26 con- 
demned men while a score of 
others have had their sentences 
■commuted to life imprison- 
ment. 


Mutiny on the dhow 
on Friday the 13th * 


ON BOARD THE FATAH 
AL-RAHMAN (R) — After a 
28-hour sail to Aden under a 
blazing sun in a cramped dhow 
whose only toilet was a hole in 
the stem, six foreign reported 
were anxious to get ashore to a 
country tom by civil war. 

“There is a war in this coun- 
try... we can’t go in after 
dark... they will kill us all,” 
scr&amed the dhow's captain, 
Mohammad Al Haj, in Arabic. 

Arriving in Aden from 
Djibouti at sunset on Friday 
the 13th, the elderly captain 
and his crew refused to enter 
the port until the following 
morning, saying he could be 
fined $20,000. 

“Are you crazy? I’m not 
spending another night on' 
this...,” an Italian journalist’ 
said. 

A huge row followed with 
handwavmg and screaming in 
Arabic, English, French, Ita- 
lian and Somali. 

Aden Port officials finally 
came out of the dark on a small 
launch lured by light signals 
from the wooden dhow. 

The journalists — four men 
and two women — were dying 
to leave the dhow, whose toilet 
.was just a hole at the end of the 
vessel which one kneels in. 
hidden by a waist-high wooden 
plank. 

“Stop waving those lights 
like this,” said one journalist. 
“There are two blackened 
military craft out there... this is 
a state of war.” 

Yemeni immigration, cus- 
toms, military and probably 
intelligence officials, armed 
with Kalashnikov assault rifles, 
boarded the vessel, separated 
the crew from the journalists 
and started checking passports 
with flashlights. 

Luckily Yemen’s ambassa- 
dor in Djibouti, a southerner, 
had phoned ahead to inform 
officials in the former South 
Yemen that we were on our 
way to Aden to cover the civil 
war between north and south 
which flared up on May 4 after 
four years of unity. 

The courteous Yemeni offi- 
cials did not allow the dhow 
into port but helped the jour- 
nalists into their launch along 
with our baggage, computers, 
picture transmitters and other 
equipment. 

After being told the trip u; 
from Djibouti would take 14 
hours at the most, we quickly 
consumed our limited supplies 
as we approached Aden at 
sunset, having rationed our 
water and food for the pre- 
vious 12 hours. 


“Although forced upon us, 
we all now have excellent Cote 
d'Azur tans,” said one repor- 
ter who was asked if he en- 
joyed anything about the trip. 

The ordeal, which also in- 
volved 10 Soinali crewmen and 
a radio operator, started 
Wednesday and ended Friday. 

. “I guess Friday the 13th is 
not the right day to do this,' 1 
another journalist said. 

After an hour at sea 
Wednesday evening, the ves- 
sel's drive shaft broke down so 
we chugged back to Djibouti to 
haggle over the price and when 
to resume the trip and to ask 
special permission to leave the 
port for a hotel. 

An earlier fight was resolved 
when, fearing trouble at sea, 
we managed to rent a ship- to- 
sh ore broadcast radio along 
with its Somali operator. The 
Somali language is the most 
commonly used by land-based 
radio operators along the 
coast. 

“They can just cut e~tr 
throats at sea and take all our 
money,” said a suspicious jour- 
nalist of a booty of at least 
$25,000 while trying to con- 
vince a colleague to buy a 
couple of diving daggers. In 
the end, the majority voted 
against it. 

We set off again Thursday 
after the dhow was fixed by an 
Italian who overcharged us for 
the work. 

An honr later, the dhow's 
crew took turns performing the 
Muslim prayer as we left 
Djibouti Port. 

Then out came the kat, a 
popular narcotic leaf which us- 
ers stuff between cheek and 
■jaw. 

Pointing to his head, crew- 
man Saeed Mohammad ges- 
tured that the kat was neces- 
sary for him to operate the 
vessel. 

Other than its human cargo, 
the vessle was canymg sugar 
and rice sacks which the cap- 
tain claimed he had bought in 
Djibouti for sale in Somalia. 

But the sacks appeared to be 
from relief supply stocks sent 
by the West to fight famine in 
the Horn of Africa. 

Despite denials by the crew, 
we lost onr way in the middle 
of the night as we crossed fn£n 
Africa to the Arabian Peninsu- 
la, prolonging an already un- 
pleasant experience. 

At least four of tbe journal- 
ists planned to' leave Aden 
where the airport has been 
bombed for Djibouti Sunday, 
the same way they came. 




Iraqi parties urge Kurds to stop fighting 

CAIRO (R) — Representatives of seven Iraqi opposition 
parties have appealed to the two main Iraqi Kurdish leaders to 
stop their forces fighting. Gashes broke out in Iraqi Kurdistan 
earner this month between members of the two largest 
Kurdish parties — the Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP), led 
by Massoud Bantam, and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, led 
by Jalal Talabani. The opposition leaders, in a statement foxed 
from London, said the fighting had spread to many of tbe 
towns and villages of Kurdistan. An unspecified number of 
fighters and civilians had been killed or wounded, they added. 
They called on the KDP, the PUK and other groups to 
investigate the reasons for the outbreak of fighting and to 
make sure fighting did not break out again. Tbe leaders 
included representatives of the two Kurdish parties, one other 
Kurdish parties and of four other non-Kurdish groups. They 
met in London Wednesday and again Saturday. 

Tehran could break ties with London 

‘ & 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran could break ties with Britain if' 
London foiled to provide a convincing explanation over the 
alleged bugging of the Iranian embassy, MP Majid Naderi said 
Monday. Tehran said last Wednesday that a listening device 
had been found late April inside a wall at the Iranian embassy? 
in London. Britain has refused to comment on the affair. Mr. 
Naderi . a member of parliament's Foreign Affairs Subcommit- 
tee, told Abrar newspaper there was a possibility “of any kind 
of conflict” with London, but that the National Security 
Council would have to give its opinion first. “If the British 
government does not come up with a convincing explanation 
over the spying, a break in relations is possible,” he said. 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mary ef Naareth Clinch Swdfleb, 

Tel. 810740 

AreembScs rf God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Chwreh Tel. 624590. 
Church of (be Aimunriathm Tel. 
637440. 

Dc la Safe Church Tel. 661757 
TerrasaadJi Cbtsrcb Tel: 622366 
Church of the Aa—n d a d oa Tel. 
A2354I. 

Ang&era Church Td. 630851, Tel. 
628543. 


771331. 

Ar m en ian Orthodox Onu.ti Td. 

775261. 

St- Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman tstcnatkmd Cinch TcL 

652526. 

Evangelical Luheran Omrefc Td; 

824328. 

Gernun-opcaldog Ewpflal 

Congregation Td. 684195 
The Church of Jems Christ of Latter. 
Day Saintt Td. 654932 
Church Of Naxarene Td.675691. 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDER 


TcL 811295. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be relatively hot with winds 
northeasterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 14/ 31 

Aqaba 20/35 

Deserts 12/33 

Jordan Valley 19 / 37 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 29, Aqaba 32, Humidity readings: 
Amman 13 per cent, Aqaba 36 per 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Or. Mukhlcs Halasa 819220 

Dr. Jamil Maraqa 77614 9 

Dr.Shtahvi AbaZaycd 737962 

Dr. Mohammad Al Nahwri .... 819213 

Firas pharmacy 6619 12 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nsiroukfa pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy ................ 644945 

Shmcsani pharmacy 637660 

Nabouih pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy .....847632 


(KBUh 

Dr. Mohammad Al Hihi ........ 279773 

Alquds pharmacy ~ (— ) 


Amman 

cent. 


ZARQA: 

Dr.SyadZ’aitcr 

Kbaiifcfa pharmacy ... 


98541' 


EMERGENCIES 

Pood Control Ccrarc 637111 

Gvil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Dcfcnec Immediate 

Rescue 63034 1 

Civil Defence Eme r gency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Rank 775121 

Highway Pdiee 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pd te Se cu rity Departm en t 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Comptainis 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calk 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdati Telephone Repairs 661 10] 

Jordan Television 7731 II 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 


Company 636381 

RJ FHgnt Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hascin Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
AkHch Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Sfamtisani 664171/4 

Shmctauri Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84584 5 

ALMumhcr Hospital ... 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Ai-Ahli. Abdali 664164# 

Italian. ALMuhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army.Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 686100 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983523 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

lbn Sou Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hibna Modem Hospital (09)990990 

IRBIDe 

Princess Batata Hospital 102)275555 


Greek Catholic Hospital 
bn AINafccs Hospital. - 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .. 


. (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is suppBcd by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at tbe Ovsen Aba International 
Airport Td. (0BI53X0-5. where it 
should always lx verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

04:10 .... Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

OfcJO Damascus (RJ) 

08:45 Dhahran (RJ j 

10:10 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

10 -JS Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

IldQ Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

1735 London (RJ) 


17:55 Cairo (RJ) 

1M6 Frankfort (RJ) 

I&30 Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Vienna (OS) 

17:W Romc(AZ) 

18r30 Paris. Beirut (AF) 

21:15 Beirut (ME) 

21:45 Beirut (add) (ME) 

23JS Amsterdam (KL) 

Bucharest (RO) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

99-36 .... Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

12^0 Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

12:15 Mootreal, Toronto (RJ) 

*2d5 Paris. Brussels (RJ) 

I2s45 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

13.-45 Cairo (RJ 5 

London (Rj) 

2IHB Lamaca (RJ) 

21:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

22-20 Dubai (RJ) 

22:59 Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 
02s30 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Other nights (Terminal 2) 

19® Rome, (AZ) 

*3dS0 - Vienna (OS) 

I&OO Damascus (AZ) 

22:45 Beirut (add) (ME) 


*** Amsterdam (KL) 

Bucharest (RO) 

HEMZ RAILWAY YEAES 


Dtp. Amu 8JX) un. every Monday 

Art. Damsscm — SH10p.nL every Monday 

P^ Dhiu i 7:30 un. every Sunday 

Air. Annan 5:09 p. ra. evtiy Sunday 

market prices 

Uppcrfarwcr price in 6h per kg. 

Apple 55W 650 

S 80 * 08 - - 680 

Banana (Mukammar) 620 

%***& 220/180 

S™"- 35WZ70 

350/250 

?™£«0"Be) 150/100 

Utcum bera (small) 300/200 

2™ £ - 600/400 

S*"L bCa “ g 500/400 

280 / 200 

oSKir; 2oo* 

SeHr- 300 / 200 

ek™ 1 j 

— ::::::::: -:.6so/ soo 
v me Leaves 650/450 
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MEETING: Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basina Monday chairs a meeting of the 
National Population Commission at the 
Queen Alia Fund for Social Development 
(QAF). Princess Basina expressed pride in 
the achievements of the commission, stres- 
sing that it actively contributes to 
1. implementation of social and econom*> 
velopment {dans through the inforr^a 
supplies to derision-makers. Con 
Chairman K haled Ghazawi, who 


ie 


Minister of Labour, expressed his thanks 
and appreciation to Princess Basina for her 
support for the commission's programmes 
and activities. Also at Che meeting Commis- 
sion Secretary General Nabfh Salameh re- 
viewed the working plans of the national 
population draft strategy and said that the 
p -eject would be debated at three national 
s . unars to be held in the Kingdom's three 
main regions: northern, central and south- 
rn Jordan {Petra photo! 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA) 
Director .General Mohammad 
Arafeh Monday briefed Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Majali 
on the steps being taken to 
convert the JEA from an 
autonomous authority into a 
commercial entity operating 
under the Companies Law. 

On March 8. the JEA 
announced tht ministerial com- 
mittee was preparing to under- 
take the transition in line with 
a recommendation by the In- 
terntional Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the World Bank. 


* J the Jordan 

Tin . that sub- 

comn .ted to work on 

the proj. . .se finalised draft 
by laws for the new entity and 
will present them to the JEA 
ministerial committee after Eid 
A1 Adha holiday which ends 
on May, 2 5. 

The JEA, he said, has also 
formulated terms of reference 
for local and international con- 
sultancy firms to help evaluate 
the electricity authority's assets 
before the transformation pro- 
cedures can start. A select 
group of bidders will be invited 
to compete for the evaluation 


process, said Mr. Arafeh. 

Hie JEA conversion is ex- 
pected to avert routine which 
currently impedes the author- 
ity’s functions and enable the 
new entity to be more competi- 
tive and engage other firms in 
energy production projects, 
added Mr. Arafeh. 

At the meeting Monday, the 
prime minister reaffirmed the 
government’s intent to encour- 
age teamwork and creativity. 

Dr. Majafi also replied to 
questions concerning political 
and economic affairs and pub- 
lic administration reforms in 
Jordan. 
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Danish industrialists to hold 
fall conference in Amman 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Federation qr 
of Danish .Industries (FDI) 
has decided to hold a general, 
conference in Amman in 
October as part of its drive to 
promote economic and trade 
relations with countries of the 
Middle East, according to 
Tawfiq Kawar, honourary 
consul for Denmark in Jor- 
dan. 

Delegates representing 35 
Danish industrial -firms along 
with investors and govern- 
ment officials will be taking 
part in the Oct. 16-20 meet- 
ing with Jordanian and 
Palestinian businesspersons 
and officials from the Jorda- 
nian Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry, Mr. Kawar told 
the Jordan Times Monday. 

The discussions will focus 
on propsects for joint ven- 


tures in the fields of environ- 
ment, water, energy genera- 
tion, fishing and a variety of 
other industries, said Mr. 
Kawar. 

Christian Witteukamp, 
head of the Middle East desk 
at the FDI who earlier visited 
Jordan to explore prospects 
for economic and trade coop- 
eration, will accompany the 
group to the conference in 
Amman and will lead them 
later on visits to Jericho and 
the Gaza Strip, according to 
Mr. Kawar. 

On his last visit to Jordan 
in late March, Mr. Wittenk- 
amp discussed plans for the 
conference with His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, who welcomed the idea, 
added Mr. Kawar. 

In April 1987, a similar 
delegation visited Jordan and 
its 28 members held talks 
with Jordanian businessper- 


sons the visit was recipro- 
cated by an 11 -member team 
•from Jordan- who toured De- 
nmark to discuss economic 
and trade cooperation, added 
Mr. Kawar. 

According to the honour- 
ary consul, the FDJ con- 
ducted similar visits to Syria 
and Lebanon late last year, 
but they are now turning 
their attention to Jordan and 
Palestine through this confer- 
ence, which is being prepared 
in cooperation with the Am- 
man Chamber of Industry. 

With Denmark’s vast ex- 
perience and expertise in wa- 
ter, energy and food indus- 
tries, Mr. Kawar said, it is 
hoped that the conference 
would result in Danish- 
Jordanian and Danisb- 
Palestinian joint economic 
ventures through their re- 
spective private sectors. 
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The multimedia works 
of Hreib and A1 Mashaiki 


By Ian Alalia 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two Arab 
women artists, employing 
very different forms of art 
media and sharply contrast- 
ing styles and focus have put 
their works on display at the 
Ain Art Gallery in Amman in 
a two-woman show. 

Itab Hreib. from Syria, 
paints with watercolours us- 
ing a broad, impressionistic 
style. 

“I almost always paint the 
scenery and landscapes in 
and around Damascus.” she 
says, “although I've done a 
few paintings on trips Itook 
to Tunisia and China.” 

She explains that when she 
sits down to paint, she does 
not rdy on outward observa- 
tions and details, but focuses 
instead on “my inner im- 
pressions of a scene, and rhe 
emotions and memories 
which are stirred by it- 

For instance, she says, her 
paintings of houses built row- 
above-row on a hillside at 
Jahal Qa’youn were not done 
on the spot, but instead “ 2 re 
taken solely from my memor- 
ies of how I saw them when I 
was a child.” 

Manv of her paintings are 
bold and full of expressive 
colour, and in them she 
shows a wonderful gift for 
hinting at delicate intricacies 
of light and texture with 
merely a splash of paint. 

But a few of her studies, 
mainly her landscapes of coun- 
trysides and forests were 
obviously more hastily ren- 
dered than the rest of her 
stronger and more full- 
bodied works, and detracted 



Painting by Itab Hreib 


somewhat from her overall 
presentation. 

The second artist, Sajeda 
Al Mashikai. of Iraq, works 
in ceramics and blends a 
starkly avante- guard style 
with traditional Arabic folk 
themes and motifs, such as a 
blindfolded bedouin bride 
who awaits her marriage 
ceremony. 

Her plaques and pottery 


leave a strange impression on 
the viewer as surreal, abstract 
faces pop out at him between 
carpel-like ceramic folds. 

“In my work, 1 employ a 
lor of bedouin symbols and 
folklore.” she says, although 
some of her pottery works 
are purely modem in form 
and theme. 

The exhibition is scheduled 
to last until Che end of May. 


Fresh fish prices soar on local market 

Seafood shipments from war-torn Yemen halted 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
ongoing conflict in Yemen has 
resulted in the stoppage of 
fresh fish shipments to Jordan 
from that country and a near 
doubting in the prices of fresh 
fish in the Kingdom's local 
markets. 

The Ocean Fish Centre, a 
major fish distributor, said 
most fresh fish supplies used to 
be flowin in from Yemen, but 
since the airports there have 
been dosed, the centre has 
received no shipments for the 
past two weeks. The result, 
said the centre’s owner, has 


been a price hike on fresh fish 
from JD3-3.5 a kilo to JD7-8 a 
kilo. 

Orders of air shipments of 
fresh fish from Pakistan and 
Oman are expected this week, 
said the proprietor, who added 
that he expects the prices to go 
down slightly. 

He said his centre used to 
receive up to two tonnes of 
Yemeni fish per week for dis- 
tribution to various fish mar- 
kets in the country. 

Meanwhile, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, repented 
that the Ministry of Agricul- 


ture Monday issued a call on 
neighbouring Arab states to 
allow Jordanian fishermen to 
fish in their territorial waters to 
help the Kingdom meet its 
growing demand for seafood. 

The call was made by 
Mohammad Abbadi of the 
ministry’s Livestock Wealth 
Department who said that last 
year the Kingdom’s total fresh 
and frozen fish imports 
amounted to 16,007 tonnes. 

Jordan also imported 3.292 
tonnes of canned fish and 430 
tonnes of smoked and dried 
fish last year because of insuffi- 


cient catches at Aqaba and die 
country’s rivers and streams. 
Dr. Abbadi said. 

Fishing in Aqaba. Dr. Abba- 
di said, is very limited because 
of restrictions in the regional 
territorial water zone, inten- 
sive shipping activities in the 
harbour which deter the pre- 
sence of fish, the security situa- 
tion and the ban on night 
fishing. 

Fishing in the country’s riv- 
ers and dams takes place at 
random and catches are not 
registered but are estimated to 
be 350 tonnes annually. 


according to Dr. Abbadi. 

He explained that insuffi- 
cient water supplies and unst- 
able weather conditions nega- 
tively affect the life of fishing 
ponds. 

Dr. Abbadi estimated the 
total fish production in the 
country’s ponds at 60 tonnes 
only. 

He urged the concerned au- 
thorities to work with the 
Ministry of Agriculture to set 
up an integrated fish research 
station to improve the quality 
of fish and help in fish- 
breeding in water surfaces. 


Mini bus 
accident 
injures 19 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A mini bus 
carrying 19 passengers crashed 
into a valley on the side of the 
Irbid-Jerash Road Sunday 
causing some injuries but no 
deaths, according to a report 
on Jordan Television Monday 
evening. 

A traffic police officer said 
the bus driver was speeding 
and lost control of the vehicle 
when it passed around a bend. 
The bus hit the side of the hill, 
then overturned and fell into 
the valley below, the officer 
said. 

According to the report 
most passengers were injured, 
but the majority have been 
discharged from Princess Bas- 
ma Hospital, others were still 
undergoing treatment Monday 
gening. 

Computer 

technology 

trends 

reviewed 

AMMAN ' (J.T.) — Recent 
trends in computer technology 
is the subject of a three-day 
seminar which opened at the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS) 
Monday with the participation 
of Japanese specialists. 

Lectures are to cover the 
latest advances in computer 
technology and applications 
and a review of modern soft- 
ware, according to a spokes- 
man for the RSS Computer 
Technology Training and In- 
dustrial Studies Centre which 
is organising the seminar in 
cooperation with the Japan In- 
ternational Cooperation Agen- 
cy (JICA). 

The official said that the 
seminar will also tackle other 
topics such as performance 
modelling, multimedia, image- 
processing, recent data com- 
munications, computer-based 
training, consistency of distri- 
buted data base and national 
information systems. 

Eighty computer science ex- 
perts from the private and pub- 
lic sectors in Jordan are taking 
pan in the seminar during 
which RSS specialists will de- 
liver lectures along-stde their 
Japanese counterparts. 

European 
tourists 
to Jordan 
up 48% 

AMMAN (J.T.) — European 
tourists to Jordan have in- 
creased by 48 per cent in the 
first quarter of 1994 compared 
to the same period in 1993, and 
the increase of arrivals in the 
Kingdom from other countries 
this year is also higher than any 
other year, according to Tour- 
ism and Antiquities Minister 
Mohammad Adwan. 

During a meeting in Jerash's 
amphitheatre on Sunday, Dr. 
Adwan told a group of 150 
business executives visiting the 
country from France that the 
tourism ministry aims at de- 
veloping the industry to be- 
come Jordan’s main source of 
foreign exchange by the year 
1996, adding that the govern- 
ment is exerting special efforts 
towards reaching this goal. 

France has a special interest 
m Jordan’s tourism sites and 
antiquities because of the 
French-Jordanian Tourism 
Cooperation Agreement that 
the two countries signed in 
1992, according to Dr. Adwan, 

“The effectiveness of the 
agreement is evident,” said the 
minister pointing to the con- 
siderable rise in the percentage 
of French tourists in 1994 


Ministry to expand waste water treatment plant 


By Elia Nasrallah 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Health will this summer start 
implementing a $35 million 
project to expand the Khirbet 
Al Samra Waste Water 
Treatment Plant and install 
special chemical units to 
absorb the foul odours emit- 
ted from the plant and pollut- 
ing the atmosphere. Health 
Minister Abdul Rabim 
Malhas said Monday. 

The minister told the Jor- 
dan Times that plans and 
funds are ready to start the 
work some time in August; 
the project is expected to 
take up 24 months to com- 
plete. 

When asked about the 
need to expand the plant’s 
capacity. Dr. Malhas said 
that the plant is supposed to 


treat 69,000 cubic metres of 
waste water daily, but in real- 
ity it is taking 130,000 cubic 
metres from Amman, Zarqa 
and Hashemieb. 

This means that much of 
the water coming out of the 
plant requires additional 
treatment to prevent the 
malodours emissions and en- 
sure the fitness of the water 
for the irrigation of trees in 
the area, said Dr. Malhas. 

The foul odours from the 
Khirbet Al Samra plant, lo- 
cated to northeast of Hasbe- 
mieb town, together with the 
poisonous fumes emitted by 
the thermal power station to 
the southeast, the foul smell 
from the sheep and cattle 
farms in the north of the 
town, the insects and mos- 
quitoes in the swamps of the 
Zarqa stream and the che- 
mical substances emitted 
from the Jordan Petroleum 


Refinery Company in the 
southwest are greatly pollut- 
ing the atmosphere in and 
around Hasbemieh, said the 
minister. 

At a meeting held with 
local residents and officials 
representing the concerned 
parties Sunday, it was agreed 
that the refinery would speed 
up the process of installing 
sulphur extraction units to 
reduce the amount of pollu- 
tants poisoning the air, said 
Dr. Malhas. 

The thermal power station 
in die area will continue and 
intensify the use of magne- 
sium compounds in its power- 
generating processes because 
this compound helps increase 
the rate of sulphuric gas com- 
bustion, he added. 

The two sides were also 
asked to raise their chimneys 
to reduce the amounts of 


pollutants affecting the area's 
residents. Dr. Malhas said. 

He said the ministry also 
made arrangements with the 
concerned authorities to pre- 
vent the creation of swamps 
which are infested with mos- 
quitoes and other insects, 
clearing culverts along the 
Zarqa stream to speed up the 
flow of water into the stream 
and prevent the formation of 
swamps. 

To help clear the air, the 
Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) is currently monitoring 
the pollution rates in the 
atmosphere, and will con- 
tinue to do that after various 
measures have been taken to 
determine whether the 
atmosphere has improved or 
not, said Dr. Malhas. 

He said the RSS has instal- 
led three monitoring stations 
for this purpose. 


ESCWA to hold ministerial session 

Permanent site for U.N. agency to be discussed 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Govern- 
ment ministers from the 13 
member states of the Econo- 
mic and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA) will 
mee t in Amman to discuss 
regional cooperation, and eco- 
nomic and social development 
at the commission * 17th Min- 
isterial Session, according to 
an ESCWA statement Mon- 
day. 

The session will be held 
unoer the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, at the Forte Grand 
Hotel, from May 29 to 31. 

Included on the session's 
agenda is ESCWA’s budgetary 
and financial situation and its 
medium-term plan for 1992- 
1997, as well as the proposed 
amendments to ESCWA’s 
work programme and its 
priorities for 1994-1995 and for 
1996-1997. said the statement. 

The amendments to the 
work programme were made in 
response to global and regional 
developments. In addition, 
they go in line with the overall 
restructuring process under- 
way at the United Nations sys- 


tem, according to the state- 
ment. 

During discussion of the ex- 
ecutive secretary’s report on 
ESCWA’s activities, the dele- 
gates will-review the progress 
made in implementing 
ESCWA’s work programme 
for 1992-1993, whrch includes 
the commission’s substantive 
work as well as its performance 
in the realm of technical coop- 
eration. 

The issue of ESCWA’s 
permanent location will also be 
taken up by the delegates. 
Proposals from Jordan, Leba- 
non and Qatar to host the 
commission on a permanent 
basis will be studied, as will 
Iraq’s renewed offer to resume * 
hosting the commission. 
ESCWA has been temporarily 
based in Amman since the 
Gulf crisis in 1991. 

Session participants will ex- 
amine the social and economic 
conditions of the Palestinian 
people m the occupied Palesti- 
nian territories, as well as the 
social and economic conditions 
of Syrian atoms under Israeli 


occupation in the Golan 
Heights. 

In addition, ESCWA’s re- 
gional cooperation and coor- 
dination activities in the areas 
of the -environment and sus- 
tainable development will be * 
assessed, in line with the re- 
commendations of the Rio 
Summit on Environment and 
Development, and as recom- 
mended by the 16th ESCWA 
Ministerial Session. 

Delegates will review the re- 
gional preparations for upcom- 
ing U.N. conferences, includ- 
ing the World Summit for So- 
cial Development (in 
Copenhagen in March 1995), 
the Fourth World Conference 
on Women (in Beijing in 
September 1995), and the Un- 
ited Nations Conference on 
Human Settlements- 
HABTTAT II (in Istanbul in- 
June 1996). 

The delegates will also re- 
view the technical assistance 
activities undertaken by 
ESCWA, such as the regional 
household surveying project. 
In addition, they will review 
the services provided by 


ESCWA regional advisers to 
member states upon their re- 
quest. 

Delegations will assess the 
progress made by the statistical 
committee which has been set 
-up within ESCWA. They will 
discuss the methods and 
mechanisms of enhancing 
intra-regional trade as well as 
cooperation between develop- 
ing nations and regional orga- 
nisations. 

In addition, they will discuss 
means for improving regional 
cooperation in the fields of 
energy and shared water re- 
sources. 

Ministerial sessions are held 
biennially by ESCWA’s 13 
member states (Bahrain, 
Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, ’Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Oman, Palestine, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), and Yemen. In addi- 
tion, U.N. specialised agen- 
cies, regional organisations 
and U.N. member states with 
' diplomatic status in Amman 
will participate in the session as 
observers. 


Arab Wings celebrates 19 years of service 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Under the 
patronage of IBs Royal High- 
ness Prince Faisal Ben Al Hu- 
sein, Arpb Wings Monday 
celebrated its 19th anniversary 
with a ceremony during which 
it honoured several of its em- 
ployees. 

The ceremony also included 
the inauguration of the Arab 
Wing’s new building at Am- 
man Civil Airport in Marka. 

The Arab World’s only ex- 
ecutive jet charter company, 
Arab Wings, is a joint project 
between Royal Jordanian 
(64%) and the government of 
Oman (36%) founded in 1975 
to meet the needs of the boom- 
ing economic activity in the 
Middle East and to facilitate 
travel for businesspersons, 
government officials and 
others. 

Arab Wings operates three 
6-seater Leaijet 35s and one 
8-seater Saberliner 75. 

It has won several awards for 
its safety record and mainte- 
nance expertise. 

Its aircraft are based in diffe- 
rent pare of the Middle Eqft 
for quick availability to the 
dient so that no place in the 
Middle East is more than three 
hours away. 



Senior officials of Arab* Wings and Royal 
Jordanian, as well as Histing ntsh ed em- 


ployees of the charter airline Monday cele- 
brate 19 years service to the Middle Ragf 
region 


In October 1978, Arab 
Wings introduced the Arab 
Wings Flying Ambulance 
(AWFA) which has proved to 
be an important achievement 
in its own right. 

This subsx -ary is 30% own- 
ed by Arab Wings, 30% by 
Malhas Hospital and the re- 
maining 40% other interested 
parties in the medical field in 
the Middle East. 

The profits from this opera- 
tion are directed to medical 


research institutes and char- 
ities. 

Royal Wings Director 
General Gbaleb Madadha deli- 
vered an address at Monday's 
ceremony thanking Youth 
Minister Abdullah Oweidat for 
deputising for Prince Faisal. 

Arab Wings is affiliated to 
the national air carrier. Royal 
Jordanian (RJ). 

Mr. Madadha reviewed the 
establishment of the company 
and the services it offers to its 


customers. 

At foe end of the ceremony. 
Dr. Oweidat distributed 
awards to the company’s dis- 
tinguished employees. 

The ceremony was attended 
by RJ Chairman of Board of 
Directors Basel Jardaneh, RJ 
Chief Executive Officer 
Mahmoud Jamal Balqez, 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Director Abdul Hameed 
Al Kabariti and other officials. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

CONCERT 

☆ Concert by Al Mawred School students at the Royal 
Cdtunl Centre at 5M p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

■St Exhibition of painting* by 20 Jorda&hui and Iraqi artists 
(indnding Widad OrfaH, Hussein Da’seh, Waddab Al 
Ward, Adrian Al Hiln and Mahmoud Hussein) at Orfali Art 
Gallery in (Jmm Uthaina (TeL 826932). 


* Exhibition for 46 artists entitled “He, Bonjonr Monsieur La 
Fotaine” at the French Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibitioa of paintings by artist Salman Al Basri at Alia Art 
Gallery (TeL 639303). 

fr Exhibition by Iraqi artist Sh&wkai Al Rubaie at the »*«««» 
Language Centre (9:00 a.m. - fcOO p.m.) (Tel. 669348). 

St Exhibition of water cokmr pointings by artist Itab Hreib and 
another exhibitioa of ceramics by Sqjida Al Mashaiki at Ain 
Art Gallery in Wadi Saqra (TeL 644451, 652823). 

Sr Exhibition by artist Hdmi Q-Touni at Bafadna Art Gdkry 
(TeL 687598). 
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Better late than never 

THIS WEEK’S disclosure by a British diplomat 
that his government had always urged its allies, 
meaning no doubt the U.S., to end the inspection 
of Aqaba-bound ships is both interesting and 
encouraging. 

We all know by now that the French had also 
been uncomfortable partners in the inspection 
scheme and were more than eager to poll out of it 
as soon as an acceptable alternative was found. 

This occasion presented itself when Washington 
yielded to the Jordanian logic and accepted a 
land-based inspection regime to be conducted by 
Lloyds-Register in lieu of the arbitrary stop and 
search operations that were carried out mostly by 
U.S. naval vessels in open seas. The extent of the 
unpopularity of the U.S. naval actions in the Gulf 
of Aqaba was also exemplified by the refusal of, 
Canada and others to take part in them right at 
the outset. 

While all sides can now take heart from the fact 
that the crisis over the blockade is almost over, it 
Is still timely to recall that the real intentions 
behind making things difficult for Jordan were 
not totally related to the U.N. Security Council 
sanctions imposed on Iraq. The best evidence of 
this is the fact that thousands of trucks and other 
forms of land transport continue to cross the Iraqi 
frontiers from both Turkey and Iran carrying 
goods of all kinds without as much as causing a 
rhetorical protest from the permanent members 
of the Security Council including of course the 
U.S. This suggests that something different from 
or more than applying the continued economic 
pressures on Baghdad has been the principal 
motivation behind the application of economic 
pressures against Jordan. No wonder Britain, 
France, China and even Russia were never 
supportive of the kind of operations that were 
practised in the Gulf of Aqaba over the past few 
years. 

But as the saying goes, all is well that ends well. 
With the Jordanian offer to entertain land-based 
inspection of all cargoes destined for Iraq via 
Aqaba, the stage is set for better if not warmer 
relations between Jordan and the U.S. The U.N. 
Security Council is expected to put its seal of 
approval on the deal struck between Washington 
and Amman on the Aqaba standoff in the course 
of the next two to three weeks and with this final 
chapter in place In the process of resolving the 
dispute over shipping to Jordan, the stage would 
be more ready for Jordan to play its full role in the 
peace process. By that time, we hope that enough 
progress will have been made on other tracks as 
well enabling both Arabs and Israelis to come 
even closer towards a just and lasting peace. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in AJ Ra'i daily Monday said that the 
Jordanian political parties live through a real crisis at a time 
when they are trying to feel their way around and win 
sufficient backing at the grassroots level. Diagnosing the 
situation, Samir Habasbneh says that despite the feet that 
these parties are considered official institutions, the govern- 
ment is not giving them any attention and sometimes trying to 
dislodge them on the one hand, while forces hostile to political 
groups continue to reject the legitimacy of these parties in 
their entirety, said the writer who is also member of the Lower 
House of Parliament. The writer said that political parties 
attempt to rise has been stemmed also by the setback caused to 
the national Arab movement following the Gulf war and the 
Israeli-Palestinian accords and the downfall of the socialist 
bloc in Eastern Europre. Furthermore, the parties 1 meagre 
financial means is making it difficult for the parties to reach 
out the public at a rime when some of the parries’ leaders 
continue to be obsessed by the lust for power and individual 
glory, added Habasbneh. He said only when a free democratic 
society in Jordan materialises and human rights respected can 1 
these parties have their chance to succeed in attracting public 
interest. 

AL DUSTOITR daily Monday criticised the attitude of die 
United States administration which, the paper said, is adopt- 
ing double standards in dealing with the Middle East question. 
While despatching its secretary of state to the Middle East for 
talks on peace, the U.S. administration is announcing a new 
deal for selling or granting Israel the newest generation of 
war-planes, said the*paper. Israel for its part is bragging about 
its desire to have peace but in fact is arming itself to the teeth 
aided by the United States which has always supported the 
aggressors, continued the daily. One could have understood 
Israel’s position before the peace ‘process started. and before 
the Arabs agreed to enter peace with their Jewish neighbour, 
but for sophisticated weapons to pour into Israel's arsenal 
while peace negotiations are under way is totally unacceptable 
and deplorable, the paper added. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khonri 


The real measure of Palestine’s historical reckoning 


THE simultaneous transition to a fully democratic and 
□on-racial South Africa and the pre-birth of a self-governing 
Palestinian statelet, initially in Jericho and Gaza, have elicited 
many comparisons and emotions. The contrast between the 
two processes has been significant, with the South Africans 
expressing almost unanimous joy, and the Palestinians and 
Arabs showing very mixed emotions. 

Many in the Arab World have gone so far as to define the 
transition in Palestine as the birth of new bantustan. One can 
cer tainl y debate whether tbe'changes in Palestine are the start 
of a new era of freedom and national justice, or merely a 
continuation of the Israeli subjugation and denial of Palesti- 
nian national identity that we have suffered this century. The 
sharp contrast between die hope that defines South Africa and 
the doubt that permeates Palestinian minds is real and 
important; but I think we have to delve deeper than these 
surface emotions to assess the frill significance of what may be 
taking place in Palestine, and to judge whether Palestine is a 
reliable microcosm of what may be happening in other Arab 
societies. 

It is intellectually chic these days to be critical of Yasser 
Arafat and the self-governing arrangement that he has 
negotiated with Israel. The situation, however, is not so 
simple. Those who oppose Arafat criticise the peace accord, 
but they are also engaged in an important debate about the 
nature of political power and decision-making in Palestine. 

Even those who oppose the Jericbo-Gaza first accord 
recognise that it is going ahead, and most politically active 
Palestinians are trying to position themselves so as to be able 
to achieve three things: a) to assure that political decision- 
making and governance systems as a whole in Palestine are 
free, fair, open, democratic, participatory, and pluralistic, 
b) to try to grab their share of the political and economic 
power that will be apportioned amongst the Palestinian 
political spectrum in die months and years ahead, and, c) to 
try to make sure that the emerging Palestinian statelet is not 
absorbed into a neo-imperial Israeli state, but rather progres- 
ses on the basis of rejuvenated political, social and economic 
ties to Jordan, Egypt and its broader Arab hinterland. 

It is a very good sign that the terms of reference of the 
intra-Palestinian political debate have shifted from the simplis- 
tic question of whether the peace agreement is good or bad, to 
the more complex question of Palestine's Arab character and 
the democratic/autocratic nature of national decirion-makmg 
in Palestine. 

It nr difficult to say what this sudden emphasis on the 
importance of democratic decision-making in Palestine really 
means. It could be only the Palestinian way of saving face, 
cutting losses, and malting the best out of a bad situation in 
which Israel appears to have dictated the terms of its gradual 
disengagement from Palestine. Or, it could reflect genuine 
democratic and pluralistic Arab instincts that are coining to 
the fore in a novel Arab region — Palestine — that has the 
unusual opportunity to define its political culture from scratch. 
I suspect it is a rather sophisticated and mature combination 
of both of these: We have accepted the inevitable implementa- 
tion of the transitional, phased, self-governing process now 
underway in Palestine, but we want to make the most of this 
opportunity by ensuring that the future Palestine is democra- 


tic, equitable and humane. 

Returning to the parallels with South Africa, I would 
suggest that it is too early to make a comparison, because the 
freedoms that are being celebrated in South Africa have yet to 
be achieved in Palestine. The ideological debate and political 
horse trading underway in Palestine today are the equivalent to 
what took place in South Africa about two years ago, when the 
various South African groups were negotiating the nature of 
the political system that has now come into being there. 

For now, we can only assess Palestinian political culture on 
the basis of what we have witnessed in recent years, and what 
we are witnessing today in terms of demands by the various 
Palestinian groups. The record is not always promising, but it 
is instructive. The performance of Arafat and his supporters 
during the last year has been grievously, even embarrassingly 
undemocratic. The negotiations of the Oslo accord and the 
details of its implementation have been conducted 'in secret by 
a handful of Arab supporters — almost totally devoid of 
consultations among the Palestinian people or prior coordina- 
tion with other Arab states. 


“It is difficult to say what this sadden 
e mphasis on the importance of democra- 
tic decision-making in Palestine really 
means . It could be only the Palestinian 
way of saving face, cutting losses , and 
making the best out of a bad situation in 
which Israel appears to have dictated the 
terms of its gradual disengagement from 
Palestine 


The emphasis on democracy as the guiding principle in a 
future Palestine, therefore, reflects not so much opposition to 
what Arafat has done, but fears about what he and his 
supporters may do to monopolise the politics and economy of 
the emerging Palestinian statelet. I suspect that the dramatic 
stress on democracy is merely another way for non -Arafat- 
camp Palestinian political activists to assure that they enjoy a 
share of the power that will slowly devolve from Israel to the 
Palestinians. 

We see this already in the peculiar manner in which Arafat 
is naming the members of the 24-person Palestinian authority. 
The lure of power and die trappings of incumbency, it seems, 
will triumph again over points of principle. This is no surprise, 
for this is not an exercise in political theory; it is a process of 
apportioning grabbing and exercising raw power, and the 
quest for power leaves little room for anything other than 
vainglorious self-interest. 

The legacy of Palestinian national decision-making in the 
last decade is blatantly autocratic, with the Arafet-Fateh camp 
malting the major decisions on their own — but always with 








No way seen out of Japan political chaos 


■ By Eugene Moosa 
Reuter 

TOKYO — Japan's political 
arena resembles a mine- 
strewn no-man's land these 
days and, led by its weakest 
government in decades, 
appears without a leader or 
group equipped with a map 
to plot the way ahead. 

“It’s useless to talk to 
politicians these days.” said 
one parliamentary insider. 
“It’s a crisis without prece- 
dent and they are thinking of 
only one thing — self- 
preservation.” 

Political pundits, usually 
only too ready with their 
views, now refuse to risk 
their reputations by predict- 
ing how the crisis will play 
itself out. 

Prime Minister Tsutomu 
Hata’s minority government, 
the first since 1955, could fall 
whenever the two main 
opposition parties combine to 
call a vote of no-confidence. 

The two, the Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) and 
the Socialists, have vaguely 
promised not to do so until 
parliament enacts the long- 
delayed stafe budget bid, 
probably not before mid- 
July. 

•■passing the budget is 
essential from the point of 
view of the people's liveli- 
hood," LDP President Yohei 


Kono told the Asa hi Shim- 
bun on Saturday. “But 
whether we introduce a mo- 
tion of no confidence after it 
has passed is a separate ques- 
tion." 

Once a no-confidence vote 
is passed,” Mr. Hata would 
have just two options. To call 
snap elections or resign. 

If Mr. Hata were to resign 
without calling elections, 
there would another period 
of chaotic political horse- 
trading, similar to that which 
followed the resignation of 
his predecessor Morihiro 
Hosokawa in early April. On 
that occasion it 'took three 
weeks for a new leader to 
emerge. 

This time, things would be 
much worse. 

A majority coalition still 
existed in the immediate 
aftermath of Mr. Hosokawa's 
departure, but now there is 
no single bloc capable of put- 
ting forward both a credible 
programme of government 
and commanding a majority. 

This state or affairs is a 
minefield for the parties, be- 
cause each, except perhaps 
the diehard Communists, are 
threatened by internal dis- 
sent. 

While analysts call the con- 
fusion a painful «»* 
road to a full "realignment" 
of Japanese politics in the 
post-cold war era, no politi- 


cian seems to know how to 
proceed. 

“This is absolute no-man's 
land," said one source. “No- 
body really knows what’s 
going on. You are no longer 
sure if your dearest party 
colleague will be your friend 
or foe tomorrow.” 

Inside the shaky ruling 
coalition, shorn of its major- 
ity last month by the defec- 
tion of the Socialists and the 
Sakigake new party. Mr. 
Hosokawa's Japan New Party 
also looks likely to split in the 
next few months, political 
sources say. So do the Cen- 
trist Democratic Socialists. 

Mr. Hata’s Shinseito (Re- 
newal Party) might survive 
for some time, the sources 
say, but its chief strategist 
Ichiro Ozawa has refused 
public office on the grounds 
of a lingering heart condition. 

The LDP. in power for 38 
years until successive scan- 
dals finally cast it into opposi- 
tion last summer, is seriously 
demoralised after a series of 
defections over the past year. 

With its members now con- 
centrating on personal surviv- 
al. the party is in no shape to 
take' over the reins despite 
public claims to the contrary, 
analysis say. 

The LDP is deeply divided 
between a younger reformist 
group led by ex-premier 
Toshiki Kaifu and a aroup of 


elder, hardline conservatives 
who resist change. 

The Socialists, who hold 
the swing votes in parlia- 
ment, are perhaps in the 
worst plight of all, the 
sources said. 

Chairman Tomiichi 
Mu ray am a has talked of 
forming a third bloc, after the 
conservative LDP and Mr. 
Hata's coalition, but has so 
far failed to outline a prog- 
ramme out of the current 
mess. 

Using their members' 
deeply felt hatred of the 
Hata-Ozawa coalition. 
Socialist leaders have pa- 
pered over the schism be- 
tween right and left wings 
which in recent months has 
threatened to break up the 
party. 

“The Socialists are the 
deepest in trouble." one 
source said. “The craziness of 
this situation is that they hold 
the swing vote." 

“It's meaningless to com- 
pare the current mess with 40 
years ago,” said another poli- 
tical source. “That genera- 
tion. no matter what its short- 
comings, was trying hard to 
get Japan out of its wartime 
devastation. 

"Speaking as a Japanese 
citizen. I blame the LDP and 
Socialists for failing to bring 
up a new generation of re- 
sponsible politicians.'' 


the eventual acquiescence of the majority of Palestinians^ 
would predict that the model for Palestine w the commg few 
years will not be South Africa, bm rather ^iss^ Arafet wU 
not emerge as a Nelson Mandela or an F.W. de Klerk, but 
more of a Boris Yeltsin. As has happened in Russia, Palestine 
will find that the pressing demands of economic proves wul 
require strong, centralised, often heavy-handed deasion- 
makmg As has happened in most of the former Soviet Umon, 
ordinary people anxious to work, generate income and meet 
their basic family needs will sacrifice some of democracy s 
■promise of long-term political rights in order toenjoy the fruits 
of autocracy’s short-term promise of social order and econo- 
mic activation. , , . . 

Arafat, like Yeltsin, will speak democracy but practice 
autocracy, alternately heeding, praising, ignoring and ovemd-. 
ing his country’s representative legislative institutions. The 
majority of Palestinians will probably acquiesce in this pattern 
yet again, because they will be more concerned about assuring 
their basic human needs than in engaging in the more mystical 
aspects of democratic pluralism. Palestinian social culture will 
also define this process, probably favouring a slow, controlled 
political liberalisation, similar to the process underway here in 
Jordan which sees a traditional, tribal and patriarchal power 
elite in airing the major decisions within a loose context of 
democratisation that is often superficial and erratic, but also 
genuine and gradual. 

Arafat, like Yeltsin, will also enjoy international support 
from bilateral and multilateral donors who usually pay lip 
service to democracy, but always prefer to give their money to 
regimes that are slightly more autocratic than democratic. The 
international private sector, along with Arab and Israeli 
investors, will lu-.pp-.ly go along with a Palestine that places a 
greater premium o~> order and security than on the more 
espteric rrap;w..,-> of a pluralistic democracy — because 
capital seeks' ou: order, stability, and profits, and shuns 
uncertaintv or pjumcc!. 

The real test o t ' ! .'vs . j aality of Palestinian self-government 
and eventual sovereign*) will be determined by the outcome of 
the current struggle '• «?•. ween the forces of political autocracy 
and democrat-. 7 f ^ie^tine remains a special place and an 
important historical struggle — not only because of die 
century-long Arab battle against foreign imperialism and 
Zionist colonialism, but also because of the ongoing contest 
between those who would dare to build a stable and 
democratic Arab society and those who would be satisfied with 
the modern legacy of Arab authoritarianism and political 
patriarchy. 

Let us continue to cheer those Palestinians and other Arabs 
who persist in pursuing the option of democracy, pluralism 
and humanism — but let os also be realistic and recognise that 
even they, in their moment of historical reckoning, are likely 
to accept a measure of continued autocratic derision-making 
as the temporary, transitional price one has to pay 6 m- 
overcoming the tough hand that history has dealt diem. There 
is much glory in the struggle for decency in our systems of 
political governance and social equity; ana this, in the end, is 
the real measure of character and statehood that the Palesti- 
.nians will have to answer to, and, I am convinced, that they 
will live up to. 



Ending Iraqi suffering 

mi j. 

To the Editor: _ ' 

INDEED, IT most certainly is high time to end the suffering 
of the Iraqi people. But the attempt to shift the responsibility 
for the Iraqi people's continuing plight from the U.N. (or the 
U.S. for that matter) to the Iraqi leadership will not achieve 
that. ^Referring to James Zogby's article: “U.S. under 
pressure to end suffering of Iraqi people” (Jordan Times, May 
4) I would care to make some comments. Neither will a new 
series of U.N. resolutions or the opening of U.N.-sponsored 
poor-houses all over Iraq. 

The charity of good people with -a bad conscience will not 
end the suffering of the Iraqi people, because their suffering is 
not limited to the lack of food and medicine. Their misery lies 
in the feet that they are held hostage as a people and that then- 
basic human rights as individuals (which are, as we all know, 
much more than just food and medicine!) are denied them by 
the sanctions and by the way these sanctions are enforced. 

What is the purpose of these sanctions anyway? 

They were originally hastily imposed against Iraq im- 
mediately after the invasion of Kuwait to force President 
Saddam Hussein to withdraw his troops from the emirate. 
Never before was the attempt to acquire territory by force 
punished this way (not Israel's for grabbing whatever it 
grabbed in 1967 nor, more recently, the Serbian one in 
Bosnia). As it was clear from the outset tbat the sanctions 
imposed to punish Mr. Hussein would harm the Iraqi 
population most, the wisdom of the decision was questionable 
even at the time. 

After the liberation of Kuwait sanctions were upheld under 
the pretext of security. Iraq has admittedly very dangerous 
weapons which had to be destroyed to make the region safe. 
Very honourable! But, on the other hand, is one supposed to 
believe that Iraq's weapons were more dangerous in general 
and for the region in particular than Israel's unadmitted 
nuclear and chemical weapons arsenal? 
i t ^w.thatltaq has widely (if not completely) complied with 
U.5.-U.N. demands on the weapons issue and even with the 
long-term monitoring programme, there is yet another pretext 
to continue the sanctions: human rights. 

The whole issue is rather weird. 

Although Mr. Hussein's policies and practices against 
Kurds, Shiites and non-conformists cannot and should not be 
condoned, the sad fact remains that the regime in Baghdad is 
[ £ only human rights abuser, neither in the region nor in 

50 why *s Iraq singled out for special treatment? 
And furthermore, does it appear to be reasonable to deny a 
355“ P atl< ? n th«r basic human rights to force its leadership to 
b -S5 b Z- DecIa ration of Human Rights? 
n “! f S ,s hard to comprehend. It makes indeed 
thp of course, the sanctions themselves are 
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Iraq have, as any other people under the sun fte ridtt to 
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A mortar left behind by southern soldiers fleeing from Daleh after this town was 
captured by northern forces (AFP photo) 


Neighbours show sympathy 
for south in Yemen war 


By Yoossef Azmeh 
Reuter 

DUBAI — Southern Yeme- 
nis seeking greater autonomy 
from a domineering Sanaa 
have won some sympathy 
from neighbours despite their 
radical roots that do nor sir 
well in a region dominated by 
traditionalists, diplomats 
have said. 

They said that Yemeni 
President Al» Abdullah 
Saleh, who has launched a 
-battle to crush southern re- 
sistance to his rule, blotted 
his copy book with former 
Gulf Arab allies for showing 
sympathy with Iraq after its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

But he has been working 
hard to revive their suspi- 
1 cions of the former Marxists 
of Vice-President Ah’ Salem 
Al Baidh’s Yemen Socialist 
Party (YSP), .which ruled the 
south until the 1990 merger 
between north and south mid 
continues to dominate the 
province. 

Statements from Mr. 
Saleh's Sanaa headquarters 
speak of the YSP trying to 
reimpose a totalitarian state 
and single party rule and calls 
them a secessionist clique. 

Gulf diplomats said this 
played on the abhorrence of 
the left among Yemen’s oil- 
rich neighbours and (inks the 


southern parry maintained 
with East European Com- 
munists before the YSP aban- 
doned its Marxism after the 
collapse of ihe Soviet Union. 

Blaming the southerners as 
secessionists also played to 
residual Arab nationalist 
sentiment around the region 
where the merger of rbe two 
Ye me ns was seen by many as 
the dream of Arab unity 
come true. 

President Saleh has been 
telling Gulf leaders over the 
past few months that in trying 
to reduce YSP influence in 
Yemen, he was trying to keep 
out Communism, they said. 

But it did not appear that 
his tactics had worked despite 
residual concerns in the Gulf 
about the YSP’s leftist ori- 
gins. 

. "They (the Gulf states) are 
still smarting from his sup- 
port for Iraq and have yet to 
forgive him for that,” one • 
Arab diplomat said. 

“Saleh is having a tough 
time persuading bis neigh- 
bours, especially big brother 
Saudi Arabia, that he is a • 
reformed character who ■ 
should be supported against 
the south,” said another. 

Although Mr. Baidh vi- 
sited Saudi Arabia earlier this 
year, Mr. Saleh has yet to be 
allowed into the country, the 
diplomats said. 


His party last month ac- 
cused Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait of financing arms 
purchases by the YSP, a 
charge angrily denied by both 
countries. 

Diplomats in the region 
said Gulf Arab oil states may 
not be helping the south 
directly but aid was believed 
to be pouring into Aden from 
people of southern Yemeni 
origin in Saudi Arabia, Oman 
and other Gulf states. 

“We believe a lot of cash 
and some equipment, 
perhaps including arms, has 
been provided by leading 
businessmen of Hadrami ori- 
gin," one Arab diplomat 
said. 

He was referring to the 
province of Hadramawt that 
dominates the eastern part of 
what used to be South Ye- 
men and borders both Saudi 
Arabia and Oman. 

Although Saudi Arabia 
and Oman may not be com- 
fortable with the prospect of 
a strong and united Yemen of 
up to 13 million people as a 
neighbour, there was no evi- 
dence that they were in- 
tervening directly in the Ye- 
men conflict, the diplomats 
said. 

But they may not have 
actively discouraged help 
slipping into the south along 
their porous desert borders. 


Khaddoumi expected in Amman 


(Continued from page 1) 

extend its jurisdiction to other 
Palestinian areas, its rale will 
be more dominant than that of 
the CBJ in the committee. The 
question that political analysts 
raise, and the two sides refrain 
from commenting on, is 
whether the joint committee 
will be an interim body, pend- 
ing the consolidation of the 
Palestinian authority or a 
permanent nucleus for future 
Jordanian- Palestinian merger. 

Information available sug- 
gests that the draft agreement 
strengthens the engagements 
between the Jordanian and 
Palestinian economies, espe- 
cially in areas that involve 
steps to boost the circulation of 
the Jordanian dinar and cus- 
tom free exchange of many 
major commodities, such as 
Jordanian oil byproducts and 
cement. 

The draft agreement, also 
includes a Jordanian proposal 
that the Palestinian side open a 
credit account in the Central 
Bank of Jordan to settle pay- 
ments for goods imported from 
the Kingdom. The Jordanian 
side will be ready to open a 
similar credit account at the 
Palestinian monetary authority 
— once it is established. 

But perhaps the major ele- 
ments in the plan of action 
include assurances by the 
Palestinians ensuring that mea- 
sures that could undermine the 
stability of the Jordanian dinar 
will be taken. 

One of the commitments, 
according to Palestinian 
sources, is that the Palestinian 
monetary authority will notify 
and coordinate with the CBJ 
prior to taking any steps to 
phase out the Jordanian dinar, 
in case the Palestinians 


attained their demand of 
issuing a Palestinian pound in 
future negotiations with Israel. 

But in the immediate future, 
the measures agreed upon with 
Jordan to safeguard the stabil- 
ity of the Jordanian dinar re- 
flect a political decision by the 
PLO to carry out steps that wilt 
result in the phasing out of the 
use of the Israeli shekel and 
minimise Palestinian depend- 
ence on Israeli goods. 

Economists warn, however, 
that determining the major 
currency will depend mainly on 
the market supply and de- 
mand, especially that many 
Palestinian workers will still be 
paid in shekels. 

“For a long time to come the 
Jordanian dinar will remain the 
currency (as the strongest cur- 
rency) that Palestinians will 
use for their savings, while the 
shekel will be the one used for 
circulation and daily ex- 
changes.” said economist 
Fahed Al Fanek, who ex- 
plained that as the situation 
stands in the Gaza Strip and 
ibe West Bank, a political deci- 
sion or an agreement will not 
be enough to determine the 
major currency. 

However, according to the 
plan of action, the Palestinian 
authority will take measures 
that will boost the circulation 
Of the dinar to lessen Palesti- 
nian dependency on the 
shekel. Among these measures 
are the use of the dinar as the 
official currency for the pay- 
ments accounts and estimation 
of the official budget of the 
Palestinian authority. 

In the words of a Jordanian 
official source, the steps, if 
ratified by the PLO, will give 
the dinar the functions, of a 
legal tender without being a de 


jure legal tender. 

The PLO will also study a 
Jordanian request to pay the 
wages in the dinar. PLO 
sources said PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat has already 
opted to use the dinar, instead 
of the dollar as the main cur- 
rency. but the extent of using it 
in official transactions will 
hinge on the funds available. 

One problem that the 
Palestinian authority will have 
to deal with, sources said, will 
be the high cost of exchanging 
shekels into Jordanian dinars. 

But the measures are ex- 
pected to largely increase the 
circulation of the dinar in the 
autonomous areas and the rest 
of the West Bank from the 
estimated JD 300 million to JD 
500 million once the Palesti- 
nian authority consolidates its 
authority. 

The few details available on 
the agreement, which a senior 
Jordanian source described as 
a detailed applicable plan 
based on the major principles 
outlined in the earlier Jorda- 
nian Palestinian agreement, 
signed last January, suggest 
that the PLO has opted to start 
practical steps and to depend 
on Jordan to disengage from 
the Israeli economy. 

While Palestinian officials 
insist that Israel will not have a 
big say, if any, in determining 
monetary policies through the 
joint Israeli-Palestinian com- 
mittee. Jordanians seem con- 
cerned with including steps and 
provisions that will act as a 
safety valve against ramifica- 
tions of potential Israeli influ- 
ence. 

On its turn, the PLO's final 
decision, according to Palesti- 
nian officials, will have to take 
into consideration both its aim 
of disengaging its economy 
from Israel and securing future 
Palestinian sovereignty. 


Palestinians take over 


( C o ortwmfl from pag* U 

handover ceremony would 
take place on Tuesday. 

It said Israeli and Palestinian 
police would begin join! pat- 
rols in the area 24 hours later. 

Meanwhile Palestinian 
police stepped in to save a 
leading PlO militant from 
being captured by the Israeli 
army, a senior PLO official 
said Monday. 


The police intervened late 
Sunday as Fatah Hawks leader 
Ziad Gharman and nine other 
activists armed with Ml 6. Uzi. 
and Kalashnikov machine 
guns, fled an Israeli patrol 
lying in wait on a road between 
Gaza City and Nuseirat, the 
official told AFP. 

The PLO men took refuge in 
a farmhouse which was sur- 
rounded by troops. 

Palestinian police were in- 


formed and after intensive 
talks the army agreed to let the 
men go. The militants were 
taken to the police headquar- 
ters in Gaza where a senior 
Palestinian officer advised 
them "to stay in hiding and not 
to move" as long as the Israeli 
army was present on the Gaza 
Strip 

The Palestinian police last 
Wednesday started to take 
over the strip. 


By Bernard Besserglik 

Agencc France-Press 

SARAJEVO - A 23- 
member Bosnian government 
v commission is gathering evi- 
i dence for a Nuremberg-style 
war crimes trial incriminating 
the Serbs in Pale and Bel- 
grade they say have pillaged 
and ravaged the country. 

More than 2.500 cases are 
being examined, a total to be 
slimmed down to around 
1,000 before being presented 
to the president of the U.N. 
expert commission investigat- 
ing war crimes in ex- 
Yugoslavia, Chicago law pro- 
fessor Sharif Bassouni. 
according to commission 
secretary Mi read Tokaca. 

Last month a Bosnian gov- 
ernment legal team, includ- 
ing several international 
lawyers working with U.N. 
ambassador Mohammad 
Sacrbcy, presented a dossier 
against former Yugoslavia to 
the International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) in the Hague, 
purporting to prove Serbian 
atrocities in the conflict in 
Bosnia. 

Mr. Tokaca said the evi- 
dence being collated covered 
a wide range of issues, rang- 
ing from rape, concentration 
camps, mass killings, the 
siege of Sarajevo, the razing 
of mosques and cultural com- 
plexes and the destruction of 
infrastructure covered by the 
Geneva Convention. 

The commission is col- 
laborating with German 
federal prosecutors who are 
investigating several sus- 
pected Serb war criminals, 
notably Dusko Tadic, 
arrested last February and 
accused of committing crimes 
at the Omarska detention 
centre, in northwest Bosnia. 

However, Mr. Tadic was a 
“third class criminal.” a mere 
follower of orders, Mr. Toka- 
ca said. 

n What the commission has 
in its sights is the separatist 
Serb leadership in Pale and 
its backers in former Yugos- 
lavia, “the ideologues and 
organisers, the high-level 
politicians and officers who 
prepared and organised the 
aggression." 

Mr. Tokaca believes evi- 
dence is available to incrimin- 
ate Radovan Karadzic, the 
Bosnian Serb leader, along 
with many of those around 
him, including deputy leader 
Nikola Koljevic, the speaker 
of the self-proclaimed Serb 
parliament Momcilo Krajis- 
nik, and the Serb military 
leader General Ratko Mla- 
dic. 

The commission has 
opened centres in Vienna, 
Berlin, Munich, Frankfurt 
and some Swedish cities to 



LIVING IN FEAR: Two Bosnian women with a child harry to escape sniper fire in Sarajevo (AFP photo) 

Bosnia plans for justice over rights violations 


enable Serb troops who have 
fled to Europe to come for- 
ward with information. Many 
have already volunteered in- 
formation “of great quality” 
regarding the chains of com- . 
mand to the lower ranks. 

Also targetted by the com- 
mission are Zeljko Ranzn- 
jatovk, known as Ark an, and 
Vojislav Seselj, whose para- 
military bands stormed into 
Bosnia from Serbia in the 
only stages of the conflict, 
Yugoslav army generals 
Zivota Panic and Blagoje 
Adzic, and at the very sum- 
mit, Serbian President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic, widely seen as 
the main sponsor of the Bos- 
nian conflict. 

The painstaking fact- 
gathering process could last 
many years. The war crimes 


committed by all sides are 
being investigated, Mr. 
Tokaca noted. 

Small Celtic, a historian 
who heads Bosnia's Institute 
for the Study of Crimes 
Against Humanity, stressed 
that every people felt an in- 
nate need for justice. 

“We cannot understand 
the behaviour of the interna- 
tional community in accept- 
ing criminals like Karadzic as 
valid negotiators,” be said. 
"This is very hard to explain 
to the Bosnian people.” 

The Bosnian authorities 
have received modest en- 
couragement from the ICJ in 
the Hague, which said last 
year that there was a case to 
answer under genocide con- 
ventions, and called on the 
U.N. Security Council to act 


to “prevent and punish” acts 
of genocide in Bosnia. 

Human rights groups such 
as Helsinki Watch have 
drawn up lists of suspected 
war criminals which indude 
figures such as Mr. Karadzic, 
Mr. Mladic and Mr. 
Milosevic. ' 

In 1992, then U.S. Deputy 
Secretary of State Lawrence 
Eagleburger placed the three 
men on a list of suspected war 
criminals in a statement that 
drew an angr y response from 
Pale. 

U.N. Human Rights Com- ■ 
mission Rapporteur Tadeusz 
Mazowiecki warned in 
February that the interna- 
tional community had toler- 
ated massive violations of in- 
ternational humanitarian law 
in Bosnia, noting in a report 


that human rights had played 
only “a secondary role" in 
tire international response. 

The policy “undermines 
some of the most fun- 
damental principles upon 
which international law and 
the system of human rights 
protection have built,” he 
concluded. 

• Zdravko Grebo, a political 
commentator on independent 
radio, was philosophical ab- 
out the prospects for a trial: 
‘it depends on the will of tire 
international community to 
push the process and defend 
its own principles." 

But he warned: “Without 
the prosecution of all war 
criminals, together with the 
right of refugees to return, all 
peace plans and settlements 
are doomed to fail.” 


Arafat receives support 


(Continued from page 1) 
come under heavy attack 
from many Palestinian lead- 
ers, including members of 
Mr. Arafat's Fateh group, for 
ihe extended role it gives to 
Israel in making and im- 
plementing the decisions con-, 
ceming the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip. 

Dr. Ashrawi’s views re- 
flected the logic of a number 
of important leaders in the 
West Bank, including Fateh 
leader Faisal Husseini, who 
are disgruntled by the agree- 
ment but see more damage in 
boycotting the authority. 

In an interview with die Al 
Ouds newspaper, Mr. Hus- 
seini described the agreement 
as the long-awaited child of 
the Palestinian people bom 
deformed. “It is deformed 
but nevertheless it is our 
child,” Mr. Husseini was 
quoted as saying. 

This logic, which is taking 
hold in the occupied territor- 
ies. seems to find consider- 
able acceptance, especially as 
the public is overwhelmed by 
the withdrawal of Israeli 
troops from the parts of Gaza 
and Jericho. But these argu- 
ments had little impact, if 
any, on some leading figures 
who believe that the agree- 
ment rendered the authority 
a powerless tool of the Israeli 
occupation. 

Mr. Arafat has not been 
discouraged though by these 
arguments, and has even 
been in contact with leftist 
groups asking them to con- 
vince Dr. Abdul Shafi and 
others to join. 

Both Dr. Abdul Shafi and 
Dr. Al Ashhab, who have 
historically been associated 
with the left, command wide 
respect among Palestinians, 
including opposition groups. 
Their inclusion would be an 
indirect representation of the 
Palestine People Party 
(PPP), which had announced 
that it was boycotting the 
authority. 

So far the 17-member list 
declared by the PLO includes 
Fateh members, loyalists, 
traditionalists and repre- 
sentatives of the Palestinian 
Democratic Union, FT DA. 
The last group in particular 
had publicly condemned the 
agreement, and its leaders 


<uc uoptiig tnat the authority 
will include strong figures 
who can improve negotia- 
tions with Israel over extend- 
ing the autonomy to the other 
West Bank towns and the 
final status negotiations. 

Fida itself has witnessed 
strong internal opposition to 
its own participation, but the 
final voting was in favour of 
the group's leader Yasser 
Abed Rabbo, who has re- 
mained one of Mr. Arafat's 
few partners, despite fre- 
quent disagreements between 
the two over negotiating tac- 
tics. 

Dr. Ashrawi’s declaration 
has raised doubts that other 
personalities cited by the 
PLO might not have given 
their final approval so far. 
One such name is prominent 
businessman Munib Al Mas- 
ri. Some PLO officials claim 
that Mr. Masri will not take 
part in the authority once the 
final list is drawn up. 

“Aifai needs good and in- 
fluential names... so that he 
can secure more participa- 
tion,” said one PLO official. 

A Tunis-based PLO offi- 
cial said that Mr. Arafat has 
no problem listing up 
nominees. “Many are con- 
tacting him hinting that 
they’d like to be appointed 
but he is seeking an impress- 
ive list,” the official said. 

According to Dr. Ashrawi, 
a lot will hinge on the struc- 
ture and statute of the 
Palestinian authority. 
Others, including some legal 
experts, disagree arguing that 
the responsibilities and role 
of the authority have been 
already defined by the 
Israeli-Palestinian agree- 
ments. 

1 One such expert, Anis Al 
Qassem, who has been a 
leading figure in a reformist 
movement that sought to en- 
sure that the self-rule will 
lead to the attainment of the 
Palestinian national goals 
through democratisation. has 
not reconsidered his position. 

"A1J arguments that were 
made prior to tbe last agree- 
ment have to be reconsi- 
dered. This is a restructuring 
of Israeli occupation,” Dr. 
Qassem, who is working on a 
legal critique of the agree- 
ment, said. 


Christopher carries Syrian reaction 


(Continued from page 1) 

Diplomats expea the United 
States, as chief sponsor of the 
Middle East peace process, to 
intensify its efforts on the 
Syrian-tsraeli track, following 
the May 4 PLO-Israel deal on 
launching Palestinian self- rule. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin has offered to re- 
turn three of five Druze-Arab 
villages on the Heights as a 
first stage in a three-stage with- 
drawal over five-to-eight years 
term the plateau which Israel 
conquered in 1967. 

Syria has rejected the offer 
and was likely to turn down 
Israeli proposals that Mr. 
Christopher try to persuade 
Damascus to set up a joint 
military commission with Israel 
to “draft security arrange- 
ments” for the Heights. 

“Damascus is not begging 
for peace,” the English- 
language Syria Times said in an 


editorial, reiterating Syrian in- 
sistence for a total Israeli with- 
drawal before peace with 
Israel. 

Mr. Christopher explained 
the prolonged stay in Damas- 
cus by 'saying he had needed to 
clarify "a couple of things" 
before flying to Israel and so 
asked to see Mr. Sharaa again. 

“Each element is scrutinised 
with very great care." he said. 

The two sides were “ex- 
changing ideas and probing 
each other on very early 
aspects but very important 
aspects.” 

“Wfc are at the beginning of 
a very serious process," said a 
U.S. official wbo refused to be 
named. 

A U.S. official said Mr. 
Assad still insisted on total 
Israeli withdrawal from tbe 
Golan, but noted that the Sy- 
rian press had been “more 
positive” in the last two days. 


Court finds 
Jordan Times 
guilty 

(Cantiuned from page I) . 

Oct. II in whichthe* newspaper 
carried claims made by some of 
the defendants on trial that 
they were tortured in detention 
and forced into signing confes- 
sions. 

Under the new press law. 
several cases have been filed 
against mainly tabloid and 
political party weeklies. Tbe 
judge who heard the case, 
Mansour Al Hadidf, was re- 
cently appointed to handle all 
legal cases pertaining to press 
and publications. 

The Jordan Times case will 
be the first of its kind to be 
heard in the Court of Appeals 
since the enactment of the 1993 
law. 
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Arabs make slow progress in industry 


\BU DHABI (AFP) - Arab 
p-tes bave made slow progress 
ja their long-standing efforts to 
build an industrial base to les- 
sen reliance on oil and cut a 
-buge import bill, official re- 
•pOrts showed Monday. 

While the oil sector has 
declined over the past 
' ■ non-oil industries have 
•Jif - • igfatly in some states 
‘'ey receded in others 
lack of investment and 
p. i 'cal instability. 

■-lie Abu Dhabi-based Arab 
Ivr -. etary Fund (AMF) and 
otiit-r official institutions said 
ibc p.'- .aprita share of total 
: istrial production 
Sfrttt in 1992. from 
180, mainly due to a 
i prices. 

share of the non-oil 
induo rose to $212 from 
$16t» er the same period. 

Tic workforce in the Arab 
iuGL^trial sector has grown by 
around four per cent per year 
over the past decade to reach 
12 million, but the oil price 
-decline lowered per capita pro- 
ductivity to $9,545 from 
*■$14,246 per year. 

£>A report by the Organ isa- 


i a ■ ■ 
‘1 i . v ■ 

w»T v •* 

.V 


tion of Arab Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries showed that 
non-oQ industries remained far 
smaller than the oil sector in 
terms of value added, the dif- 
ference between output and 
goods consumed in output. 

It said the value added in 
extractive industris, which in- 
clude oil and mining, stood at 
S201 billion in 1992 and its 
share in the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) reached 21 per 
cent. 

Value added in non-oil in- 
dustries stood at $45 billion 
and share of GDP at around 10 
per cent. 

“Industries intended to re- 
place imports rather than des- 
tined for exports have re- 
mained the main element in 
the Arab industrial sector ex- 
cept for petrochemicals, refin- 
ing and minerals," the AMF 
said. "In general, non-oil in- 
dustries still lack technology 
and have failed to achieve con- 
siderable expansion in electric- 
al products and other equip- 
ment." 

Most of the non-oil indus- 
tries in the Arab World are still 
limited to light products such 


as building materials, food- 
stuffs. clothes and textile, che- 
micals. home appliances, pap- 
er and spare parts. 

Cement emerged as the big- 
gest productive sector in those 
industries, with the Arab 
League's 22 members having 
around 105 plants with an out- 
put capacity of nearly 99 mil- 
lion tonnes per year. 

Steel proauction, mostly in 
)t. Morocco. Algeria and 
Arabia, stood at 10 mil- 
lion tonnes per year. 

“The non-oil industrial sec- 
tor has steadily grown over the 
past years but the growth was 
weak and fluctuating," the 
AMF said. “Productivity has 
also remained relatively small 
as such a sector is still in the 
initial stages.” 

The report showed Arab 
non-oil industrial exports have 
also steadily grown but re- 
mained much Tower than the 
industrial imports. 

While exports jumped from 
$1.3 billion in 1975 to $21.6 
billion in 1992, industrial im- 
ports surged from $14 billion to 
$62.3 billion. 


A breakdown showed the 
value added, the barometre of 
actual industrial growth, rose 
modestly in most member 
states while it fell in others. 

Between 1987 1992, it rose 
from $6 billion to $8.4 billion 
in Saudi Arabia, from $2.2 
billion to $2.7 billion in the 
United Arab Emirates, from 
$2.8 billion to $3.1 billion in 
Kuwait. 

In Iordan, it rose from $511 
million to $601 million, from 
$4.2 billion to S5.4 billion in 
Morocco, and from $4.6 billion 
to $6.5 billion in Egypt. 

It fell from $3.5 billion to $2 
billion in Syria, from $7.6 bil- 
lion to $4.2 billion in Algeria, 
and to a few million dollars in 
Djibouti and war-torn 
Somalia. 

In embargo-hit Iraq, the 
value added jumped from $4.9 
billion to $7.4 billion, the re- 
port said, without explaining. 


Russia’s premier wants continued tight policy 


LONDON (R) — Russian 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin has pledged in *an 
article to continue tigjht money 
and credit policies despite hav- 
ing reached ‘the trough of the 
crisis'’ in his country’s econo- 
mic transformation. 

In an article written for 
Monday’s Financial Times, 
Mr. Chernomyrdin said these 
policies had brought inflation 
down to 10 per cent monthly 
between February and April, 
and should cut it to between 
seven and eight per cent a 
month by the end of 1994. 

“To achieve tins goal, we 
must adopt the most resolute 
measures aimed at limi ting the 
budget deficit and the emission 
of credits,” he added. 

Economic reform, including 
a change in tax rates to in- 
crease state revenues, has been 
carried out against a back- 
ground of a drop in output in 
die first quarter of 1994 of 


about 25 per cent compared 
with the same period last year, 
Mr. Chernomyrdin wrote. 

But the Russian prime 
minister said the government 
continued its tight monetary 
policy, The drop in production 
did not and would not deflect 
the government from its 
course, he said. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin dismis- 
sal pressure from ministers for 
an increase in spending, saying 
all the cabinet understood a 
strong rouble was essential for 
a revival of the Russian eco- 
nomy. 

“Our common task is thus 
dear to ensure that Russian 
citizens should know that ev- 
erything their government 
does is directed to protect the 
purchasing power of the rou- 
ble,” Mr. Chernomyrdin 
wrote. 

Bnt the prime minister said 
it was possible to break out of 


the crisis and start on the road 
to economic revival. 

“We are now living through 
the trough of the economic 
crisis. In the next few moths, 
we can make a break from the 
basic negative tendencies 
which have held back our de- 
velopment in the past two or 
three years,” he added. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said be 
did not foresee mass factory 
closures and a sharp rise in the 
unemployment rate, which he 
■said would sharply worsen the 
political and social situation in 
Russia. 

Instead, he outlined an ac- 
tion plan for industrial change. 

The plan divides businesses 
into three categories those 
which are adapting well, those 
which have the potential to 
adapt but need state help to do 
so and those that are hopeless 
and should be dosed down. 

But Mr. Chernomyrdin said 


the third group would only be f 
dosed down when there was a 
safety net for those thrown out 
of work. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said the 
government was working with - 
Western finanq&l institntiew 
Co try to direct financial credits 
towards resolving soda! prob- 
lems. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said tufts 
with the International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF), which e arfier 
this year advanced the second 
tranche of a $3 billion loan m 
return for commitments to 
market reform, showed Rus- 
sia's new openness on econo- 
mic matters. 

“We believe that die agree- 
ment with the IMF wfll lay a 
good foundation for our talks 
with the Paris and London 
dubs on the restructuring of 
the former debt of Russia 
which we inherited from the 
Soviet Union,” he wrote. 


jphina sets battle plan 
against rising jobless rate 

‘PELTING (R) — China, feeing 


■jttUJUNU (K) — China, racing 
st&e prospect of millions of 
fefrban workers thrown out of 
pfheir jobs by economic reform, 
t fs scrambling to open its em- 
rjdoyment market in the hope 
;«£ keeping the urban jobless 
7 fete below three per cent. 

Vice Labour Minister Zhu 
Jiazhen said new policies 

• would allow private companies 
to set up employment services 

.and would offer them tax ex- 
emptions and priority bank 
-Joans if at least 60 per cent of 
.their jobs go to the unem- 
ployed or the laid-off, the offi- 

* dal -China Daily said Monday. 

\\ The government will also 
‘allow employment companies 
; to experiment with the share- 
holding system to make them 
more flexible and responsible 
,’to market demands, he said. 


“One of the best ways to 
control unemployment is to 
give full play to the service 
industries irrespective of their 
ownership,” Mr. Zhu was 
quoted as saying. 

Urban unemployment is one 
of Beijing’s biggest headaches 
because it adismantles the 
“iron rice bowl” system of 
socialist cradJe-to-grave em- 
ployment in the state sector. 

Forced to become competi- 
tive in the market, many large 
state firms are beginning to 
slash their payrolls and cut 
benefits. Worker anger over 
dwindling state job prospects 
has already broken ont in 
several cases of open unrest. 

Rural migrants also compli- 
cate the employment picture, 
packing China’s dries and 
grabbing temporary jobs as 


construction workers, house- 
hold helpers and odd-job spe- 
cialists. 

China’s official unemploy- 
ment figures, which diplomats 
say are skewed to the low end 
and do not count rural mig- 
rants, report urban unemploy- 
ment as 2.6 per cent in 1993 
against 2.4 per .cent in 1992. 
The government’s- target this 
year, is to keep it below three 
per cent. 

“Urban unemployment is 
expected to top five million 
this year,” the China Daily 
said. 

“During the first quarter of 
the year, inflation hit 20.1 per 
cent resulting in an increase in 
the level of unemployment in 
Chinese cities. This trend is 
worrying the government,” it 
added. 


Asian ministers reject 
linking trade and rights 


SINGAPORE (R) — ASEAN 
ministers Monday renewed 
attacks on the West for trying 
to fink woken’ ' rights with 
trade, saying the move could 
undermine free trade and hurt 
poor nations' economies. 

Singapore Deputy Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien Loong said 
the Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
should resist moves to insist on 
what he called unreasonable 
labour standards which 
ignored the needs of the de- 
veloping states. 

“We cannot make changes 
to suit other’s standards.” Mr. 
Lee said at the opening of a 
two-day meeting of labour 
ministers from the six countries 
that mak e up ASEAN. 

Labour practices in several 
Asian countries, including 
ASEAN memb er s Indonesia, 
Malaysia and the Philippines, 
are scheduled to undergo scru- 
tiny at an International Labour 
Organisation meeting in Gene- 
va next month. 

Mr. Lee said ASEAN, 
which also comprises Brunei, 
Singapore and Thailand, 


viewed the linking of “social 
clauses" to trade agreements 
as a disguised form of protec- 
tionism. 

“Some of those pushing for 
such linkages are undoubtedly 
genuinely concerned about the 
welfare of workers in develop- 
ing countries,” he said. 

“But the greater concern of 
many others is bow workers in 
developed countries can cope 
with competition from the de- 
veloping countries," he added. 

“They seek reasons, which 
can be dressed up and made to 
appear legitimate, to hinder 
trade and restrict access to 
their markets,” Mr. Lee said. 

ASEAN officials said the 
West’s newest weapons was a 
proposal for a world minimum 
wage, pul forward during the 
final round of talks under the 
Genral Agreement on Trade 
and Tariffs. 

Malaysia’s Human Re- 
sources Minister Lim Ah Lek 
told the meeting that using 
trade and market access as new 
levers to force compliance with 
Western-defined labour stan- 
dards was a dangerous trend. 


Row clouds future of African bank 


NAIROBI (R) — The future 
of the African Development 
Bank (AFDB) has been 
clouded by rows over financ- 
ing, loan policy and attempts 
to topple hs president that 
marred the 30th anniver 
meeting, delegates sai< 
Monday. 

Western donors at last 
week's summit in Kenya's 
capital Nairobi refused to 
pledge $2.6 billion to replenish 
AFDB's soft loans fund be- 
cause they were unhappy with 
allocation policies put forward 
by some African countries. 

Creditor nations also said 
they were alarmed at the 
mounting arrears on loans 
given by the bank which now 
total more than $700 million, 
economists said. 

“It is important that im- 

E rovements be made to en- 
ance the bank's efficiency,” 
said Japanese delegate Isa 
Kubota. 

British Government repre- 
sentative Barry Hudson said 
steps had to be taken to reform 
the bank's lending policy fol- 
lowing an independent report 
which criticised resource 
allocations. 

Some African countries, led 
by Nigeria, rejected categories 


New Malawi government faces poverty and unemployment time bombs 


■ BLANTYRE (AFP) — Pover- 
ty and rising unemployment 
are seen here as political time 
bombs ready to explode in the 
face of a government which 
will assume power in this tiny 
south-eastern African country 
after Tuesday’s general elec- 
tions. 

Official statistics say about 
six milli on of the country’s 10 
million people live below the 
poverty line, while fewer than 
one million of a potential 4.5 
million workforce are gainfully 
employed. 

The common feature of the 
Malawi poor is their inability 
“to meet their minimum nutri- 
tional requirements and essen- 
tial non-food needs equivalent 
■to $40 per capita per annum,” 
Says a government report re- 


leased recently. 

“The unemployment prob- 
lem is extremely acute," says 
Michael Heyn, resident coordi- 
nator of the United Nations in 
Malawi. 

Impoverished Malawi, with 
a per capita gross domestic 
product (GDP) of about $210, 
needs to create 400 new jobs 
every day if it is to stabilise the 
unemployment problem. 

“Those who get employed 
do so in low productivity jobs 
in small-scale agriculture and 
informal micro-enterprises,” 
Mr. Heyn said. 

The formal sector absorbs 
less than 10 per cent of the 
newcomers to the labour force 
every year. 

Western donors say Mala- 
wi's poverty and social indica- 


tors are its low life expectancy 
and adult literacy levels. Life 
expectancy is 48 years in Mala- 
wi, compared to the average 52 
years for sub-Saharan Africa. 

Infant and child mortality 
rates, says Mr. Heyn, “remain 
unacceptably high.” One in 
four children dies before its 
fifth birthday and 50 per cent 
of children under five suffer 
from chronic malnutrition. 

Economists here estimate 
tiie adult literacy rate at 39 per 
cent against an average 47 for 
the sub-Saharan Africa. 

An economist said only 29 
per cent of Malawian women 
are literate. Women make up 
52 per cent of the country’s 
total population, which is ris- 
ing at three per cent per 
annum, rated by the World 


Rank as the fastest in the re- 
gion. 

The opposition blames Pres- 
ident Kamuzu Banda’s govern- 
ment for economic woes. 

The leader of the Alliance 
for Democracy (AFORD), 
trade tmionis and a Residen- 
tial candidate in the forthcom- 
ing elections, Chakufwa Chi- 
hana, says unemployment runs 
at 30 per cent because of lack 
of political commitment and 
misallocation of resources. 

He said some redundant 
ministries created to accommo- 
date some politicians and un- 
productive staff at the coun- 
try’s 19 embassies throughout 
the world run on a total annual 
budget of 60 million kwacha 
($9 million) were a waste of 
resources, at the expense of 


poor Malawians. 

Mr. Chib ana often attacks 
Mr. Banda far his lavish lifes- 
tyle of building several palaces 
instead of improving ordinary 
Malawians’ lives. 

“How can one person with 
no child or wife have 13 state 
bouses,” he says of President 
Banda, adding that it takes 
about $3 million to maintain 
the palaces every year. 

Independent economists say 
Mr. Banda controls 40 per cent 
of Malawi’s economy through 
his personal Press Holdings 
company. 

Most parties here, including 
Mr. Banda’s ruling Malawi 
Congress Party, often avoid 
the issue of unemployment but 
are quick to promise the 
electorate that they will attract 


investment — which will in 
turn create employment. 

Agriculture, the mainstay of 
the country’s economic 
growth, provides employment 
and subsistence for die coun- 
try's majority population, but 
the World Bank representative 
here warned that this narrow 
resource base makes the eco- 
nomy more vulnerable to 
world market prices and other 
external shocks. 

World Bank’s Arif Zulfi- 
quar, said: "Clearly, die odds 
are stacked against Malawi," 
warning that if Malawi did not 
work hard, it would risk being 
overtaken by its neighbours. 
“Unemployment and pover- 
will be Malawi's sticky issues 
r any government,” a politic- 
al analyst said here. 
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HERE'S THE FIERCE JUN61E 
ANIMAL SNEAKING UP 
ON 1415 PREY... 



using All his native 

CUNNING. HE CREEPS UP 
BEHINP HIS VICTIM... 


IS THIS THE FRONT 
OR THE BACK? 




Andy Capp 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 







“If I say the wrong thing, it could 
cost me alimony and half my 
stuff — THATS why men 
don’t communicate!” 


Mutt'n’Jeff 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
® by Hu rt Arnold and HDto Argirton 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


GLONI 


^2 

□ 

n 

□ 



KIN 

IDE 



1 ^ 

1 ^ 

CD 


BROJEB 

- 

r Y N — ^ 




GUYSAR 


. A J 



WHAT THE: CORRUPT 
BANKER PIP 
FOR THE CJRCUS. 

Now arrange the arded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


ta*rHE rrTTrn 


Yesterday's 


FATAL 


{Answers t o m o rro w } 
HEIFER PLAQUE 


Jumbles: TULLE 
Answer. What the apple picker thought his Job was — 
■FRUrt-FULL- 


calied for by donors which 
would distinguish between cre- 
ditworthy states that could bor- 
row from the bank and others 
that would be eligible only for 
interest-free loans from the 
fund. 

Donors say only countries 
with per capita incomes of over 
51,054 per year should be re- 
garded as acceptable credit 
risks. 

Countries with per capita in- 
come of $543 or less would be 
able to borrow only from the 
soft-loan fund. At present 
these economies have access to 
bank loans. 

States with per capita in- 
come between the two figures 
would be able to turn to both 
the bank and the fund, the 
donors propose. 

The AFDB’s new chairman 
Kaiu Idika Kalu told Reuters 
representatives of African 
countries and non-African 
members would meet again, 
probably in June or July, to fry 
to resolve the dispute. 


Mr. Kalu said that the per 
capita income criterion was too 
rigid at a time of fluctuating 
economic conditions in Africa 
and members sbould take into 
account indicators of economic 
health other than per capita 
incomes. 

Bank president Babacar 
Ndiaye said donors were effec- 
tively saying poor African 
states sbould be denied any 
access to cash. 

One compromise would be 
an agreement on the income 
bands criterion, but with the 
possibility of exceptions allow- 
ing poor countries that have 
never defaulted on AFDB 
loans to continue borrowing 
from the bank, European 
sources said. 

The meeting, which was sup- 
posed to celebrate 30 years of 
business, also became the • 
forum for unseemly squabbles 
over the AFDB leadership 
with several directors openly 
campaigning for Mr. Ndiaye s 
removal from office. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY MAY 17, 1994 

By Thomas S.' Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: 

Associates are likely to be de- 
manding today so try to appear 
cooperative, with them and avoid 
arguments that are related to 
long standing unresolved con- 
cerns that are lurking on the bad: 
burner. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 

Study your property for needed 
repairs. Also study bow to add to 
present assets. Make the evening 
a happy one for you and loved 
ones. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

Plan how to gain whatever 
appeals to you the most, and 
then carry through in a positive 
way. Take it easy tonight and 
rest quietly. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 

You must plan early if you wish 
to gain your particular aims and 
then go after them i in a precise 
manner which will benefit you 
greatly. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Talk over with good 
friends ways to gain your finest 
aims. A new plan needs more 
study to be successful to those in 
charge. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 

Morning is best time for handling 
any credit affairs of importance. 

Be precise in handling important 
business matters. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Visit new places and 


meet people who can give you a 
better p ersp ec ti ve for the future. 
Cut down on expenses and have 
money to spare for later. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Study your assets and 
liabilities well before buying 
p roperty. Take it easy terni^t 
and regain energies spent during 
the daytime. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Find the best way 
to have mater concord and 
understanding with your associ- 
ates so there is more profits 
available for the long duration. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Study whatever 
is fundamental in your existence 
and you gain a tinner founda- 
tion. Take no risks in motion 
during the daytime. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Try to please those 
with whom you are closely allied, 
whether in business or at home. 
Improve your financial status. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Be sure to improve 
the condition of your dwe lling 
during spare time and feel hap- 
pier about it. Maintain your 
poise even during trying times. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
M) A good day to study new 
ways of advancing in your career. 
Confer with associates and plan 
the future wisely for better ways 
to progress. 


THE Daily Crossword by Diana C. Baldwin 


ACROSS 
l Broken-down 
horse 
S Indians 
10 Facts 

14 God ol love 

15 Seething 

16 Eastern 
potentate 

17 Youngsters 

20 Backwoods 

21 Drying 
chambers 

22 Indians 

23 Stratagem 
25 Landlord 

28 Viands 

29 Fortify 

32 Pahnc bones 
■ 33 Rope fiber 

34 Pasture cal 

35 Youngsters 

39 Lupine or 
Cam or 

40 Denoted 

41 Otherwise 

42 — Plaines, IL 

43 Kind of eagle 

44 Pkisses 

46 Went lickety- 
spw 

47 Pnfl — 

(kneeling bench) 

4fl Sober 
51 Bullfighters 
54 Youngsters 

58 Zenith 

59 Shakesoeare’s 

trickster 

60 First name in 
mysteries 

61 Below average 

62 Inebriated 

63 Peddler's goal 

DOWN 

1 intense black 

2 Omani 
3Stupdone 

4 Adaption 

5 More slick 

6 Mimosas 

7 Clumsy fallows 
B Greek vowel 

9 — up (assure) 

10 Dental problem 

11 O.T. prophet 


» 

11 

11 

13 


IB 

















ri»« T>«m Meoa Samm. w 

m tegna Roswvoo 


12 PinbaB message 

13 Some are 
martial 

IS informed about 
19 Noggin 

23 Postulate 

24 Kind of cake 

25 Certain fat 

26 Dodge 

27 ” — Mamer" 

28 Demon 

29 More than 
adequate 

30 Waken roughly 

31 Ads gloomy 
33 Qil-praeucuig 

rock 

M Incorporate 

37 Sign of regret 

38 Becomes 
prominent again 

*4 In a breezy 
manner 

45 Understood 

46 Rome s river 

47 Bob and 
EHzabeth 


Yesterday's Pmrie Selvad: 
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odd anmnr 
PISHES nRHHi nrons 

non enn 
R^nRnrcnnnoQniFi 
nnonn nnni 
SRSE nnnr 


48Jnsuff 

49 Mexican fare 

50 Marksman’s 
need 

51 Stumble 

52 Gumbo 


down 

58 Ones ala 

S 7 River In 

Scotland 
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Financial 

ftlair&ets 


Jordan Tfavies 


in oo-op«r * tio»i with 

Cairo Amman Bank 

U.5. Hollar in Inccrnatianjtl HUtIims 


{‘urrciwj 

Ncic Vcik 
CCcit 

iutr 15/5-94 

Tokyo 
CtC NC. 

Stprlinj; pnemd 

1.4990 

I.49M 

UcuLvIir Mark 

1.67 05 

1.6764 

• c *»v» Knar 

1.4261 

1.4295 

t-rL-ui.lt Franc 

3.7 290 

5.7440** 

Japunt-* Vtfl 

105.04 

104.67 

European Cnrreny Unit 

t.lSSO 

1.1505*' 


IAU IV, Slli 

t*^i* Opening •« »-« M. I HIT 


EBnKarmqr Intamt Katas 


: 16/SH994 


Cu Treat} 

gTTTTl 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


L'.S. Dollar 

tmrm 

4.5000 

4.9400 

5.5000 

Sterling Pound 

**.'7500 

4.6100 

5 . 1300 

5.5000 

Dcoische Mark 

5.0000 

4.6600 

4.7500 

4.7500 

Suiy. From. 

3.7500 

3.75 00 

3.7500 

3.75 00 

E-rvnch Franc 

5. 5000 

5.3600 

5.3 600 


Japan cm- Yen 

1.9400 

1.9400 

2.0600 

2.2500 

European Currency I'nii 

5. 5600 

5.5 000 

5.5 000 

5 .4600 
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Meial 

l-SD'Oz 

JD/Gjn 

Ciikf 

3SJ.55 


Saver 

5.59 

0. 120 
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Central Bank of Jordan Exchange Rate Bulletin 

Dates 7^/5/199-4 


Current} 

Bid 

Offer 

l .S. [tailor 

0.7000 

0.7020 

Sterling Pound 

1 .0466 

1.0520 

Ur!i!whc Mark 

0.4172 

0.419? 

Kwhs Franc 

0.4690 

0.4914 

French Franc 

0.1216 


Japanese Yen' 

0.6656 

0.6691 

Duldi liuildcr 

0.3719 

0.5738 

Sutdish Krona 



Italian Lira' 

0.0436 

0.0438 | 

Belgian Franc 



Prr loo 



Other Currencies 

Dm: l«'5/f9M 

l'w mci 

Bid 

Offer 

nahroini Dinar 

1.6400 

I.S580 

larhancvr Lira 

0.040000 

0.043870 

Saudi Rival 

6.1663 

o.itu 

Kuuuili Dinar 

2.3250 

2.3600 

t.VjJari Rival 

0.-1S96 

0.1901 

£»vptian pound 

O.kcnr 

OAAS'o 

Omani Rival 

1.7970 

1.8100 

f — 

l AF. Dirham 

0.1696 

0.1907 

(jiTrft lirorhmj 

0.2US 

0.3065 

t ) prim Pound 

1.3260 

1.3940 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates 
for leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at 
miJscwion on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion 
markets Monday. 


U.S. SJ.On costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.5734/44 
1.6750/60 
1.8800/10 
1.4280/90 
34.46/50 
5.7420/70 
1607.6/9.1 
104.56/66 
7.7800/00 
7.2560/10 • 
6.5520-70 
SI .500606 
$380.65/381.15 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
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Commodity prices continue relentless rise 


LONDON (R) — Commodity prices soared Monday, as 
speculators went on a shopping spree for anything from copper 
to coffee, but traders said the rises would not go on for ever. 

"What [ am worried about is that it's done a bit too much, too 
soon/’ said William Adams, metals analyst at brokers Rudolf 
Wolff. 

But he said there was room for prices of the industrial metals, 
such as copper, to rise further as investors became more 
confident about the global economic upturn. When prices slip 
back, buying should be strong. 

Copper is close to its highest for 14 months and moving near 
to $2,200 a tonne. Prices for zir\c and tin are the highest for three 
months, aluminium for 22 months and nickel for 19 months. 

Stockpiles, which grew to mountainous proportions during 
the economic recession, are still high for many metals but 
traders said demand was rising. 

Higher consumption or tight supplies have driven prices up in 
a wild range of commodities. 

Pat”’ oil is worth 25 per cent more than it was three months 


ago, while coffee was jumped in price by nearly 70 per cent since 
the stan of the year and cotton is about 40 per cent more 
expensive. AH are in short supply. 

Oil prices have jumped by a quarter since the end of March. 

Speculative investment hinds have jumped on the band- 
wagon. _ 

"It's just fund-based at the moment. Trading is relentless,'' 
one trader said of the latest leaps in metals prices. 

The funds — giant pools of investment money that can move 
in and out of markets with great speed — have increasingly 
targeted commodities as returns in stock and other financial 
markets fail to provide the spectacular returns of last year. 

"There is definitely an increase in interest in people wanting 
to invest in commodity hinds. One of the difficulties is the 
shortage of commodity-oriented products because funds have 
been looking so long at financial markets," one fund manager 
said. 

The ride appears to be changing and at a conference in 
I Art^An ia«t week — one of a growing number on commodities 


investment — analysts said commodity markets were attracting 
more and more investors trying to find fresh places to put their 
money. 

There has been concern that the latest commodity price rises 
could lead to a return to inflation but some analysts said that in 
many cases the rises were from a very low base. 

Oil, the most influential commodity of them all. is still far 
below levels of more than $20 a barrel reached last year. 

The following table lists approximate rises of some leading 
commodity prices since the start of the year 

Current Price Change since January 


Copper $2,184 
Aluminium $1,359 
Lead $502 
Nickel $6,545 
Tin $5,645 
Coffee $2,018 


+25.4 per cent 
+19.2 per cent 
+5.5 per cent 
+23.3 per cent 
+17.4 per cent 
+68 per cent 


EU finance ministers 
grapple with growth 


BRUSSELS (R) — European 
Union (EU) finance ministers 
breathed a collective sigh of 
relief Monday that their econo- 
mics were starting to streng- 
then. but argued with the 
European Commission on how 
best to bolster the recovery. 

Economic Affairs Commis- 
sioner Henning Chris t- 
ophersen told the ministers the 
bloc’s economy would grow by 
1.6 per cent this year and 2.5 
per cent next, against forecasts 
from the commission last 
November that growth would 
be 1.3 per cent in 1994 and 
only 2.1 per cent in 1995. 

But while economies might 
be growing faster, unemploy- 
ment, already at a record high 
10.9 per cent in March and due 
to climb to 1 1 .7 per cent during 
the year before dipping to 11.6 
per cent in 1995, will remain 
stubbornly high. 

To help solve the entrenched 
problem, the ministers focus- 
sed on implementation of the 
white paper on jobs and 
growth agreed at last Decem- 
ber’s EU summit. 

Central to the white paper 
are plans to deregulate labour 
markets, pare back national 
social security systems, cut 
national budget deficits, re- 
duce firms’ costs of employing 
people and boost job-creating 
public works programmes. 

German Finance Minister 
Theo Wajgel told reporters 


during a break in the meeting 
that there was no reason to 
fear that the EU's nascent re- 
covery would be stifled by ris- 
ing interest rates across the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

"Because of favourable 
general conditions we will be in 
a position to decouple from 
rising interest rates on interna- 
tional capital markets," Mr. 
Waigel said. 

However, British Chancellor 
of the Exchequer Kenneth 
Clarke said the meeting was 
not all easy going. 

“We had an animated de- 
bate on a German proposal for 
a task force to oversee labour 
market deregulation,” he told 
reporters, adding that Com- 
mission President Jacques De- 
lors had argued strongly 
against the plan which could 
limit the commission’s scope 
for action. 

“The Germans have sug- 
gested that we have what they 
call a task force which wiU 
bring in outside people from 
business and industry to give 
their advice on the impact of 
European legislation on com- 
petitiveness and on jobs. The 
British government thinks this 
is an excellent idea,” he added. 

Another point of contention 
was bow to finance the net- 
work of job-creating road, rail 
and telecommunications sys- 
tems called for in the white 
paper. 


Greek interest 
rates soar 

ATHENS |RI — The Greek 
central bank jacked up interest 
rates Monday tn head off am 
speculative attacks on the 
drachma, uhich is now free of 
controls, bur the Athens 
Bourse soared on devaluation 
expectations. 

Greece lifted all remaining 
currency controls Monday and 
brokers said investors seemed 
to he gambling that speculative 
pressure would force a de- 
valuation ot the drachma in the 
next few days. 

This would boost exports 
and remove the pressure on 
the central bank to keep in- 
terest rates high to defend the 
currency. 

But interbank interest rates 
soared Monday, with the 
National Bank of Greece, the 
counrrv's largest state bank. 


boosting its short-term deposit 
ites to about 60 per cent from 
* pet cent on Friday. 

The Bank of Greece, the 


central bank, nudged its key 
overnight penalty rate up to 33 
per cent from 3U per cent nad 
its market intervention drove 
up interbank interest rates to 
tiy to protect the drachma. 

One-month interbank rates 
jumped to about 50 per cent 
from 21 per cent recently and 
three-month rates topped 55 
per cent. 

Despite the soaring rates, 
the bourse's general share in- 
dex had jumped 2.89 per cent 
or 26.99 points to 961.18 after 
an hour of trading. 


Lebanese rush to buy 
back liras after crisis 


BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese 
lira srrenghtened Monday as 
investors rushed to buy back 
the local currency after taking 
refuge in the dollar during last 
week's political crisis. 

The currency resumed its 
20-montb climb as Prime 
Minister Rafik A1 Hariri went 
back to work signalling his 
confrontation with President 
Elias Hrawi and parliament 
speaker Nabih Bern wa& over. 

The lira rose by 2.5 units 
against the dollar during the 
day to reach 1 .687 ar the close 
compared with 1,689.50 last 
Friday. 

The Bank of Lebanon 
bought dollars to slow the lira's 
rise and dealers’ estimates of 
its dollar purchases ranged 
from over $25 million to $60-70 
million. A senior government 
official told reporters the fi- 
gure was $64 million. 

The bank normally buys up 
to $15 million a day. 

The market went into a near 

E anic last week when Mr. 

lariri, widely seen as the only 
man with the vision and finan- 
cial resources to rebuild Leba- 
non after the 1975-90 civil war, 
stopped work and paralysed 
the government. 

Dealers said the central 
bank spent at least $200 million 
to support the lira as investors 
fearing political instability 


rushed to switch to dollars. 

The bank held the lira steady 
throughout the week at 1 .689.5 
until Mr. Hariri went back to 
work. Dealers said it had in- 
creased its credibility and 
scored a psychological victory 
by its handling of the crisis. 

"Of those who bought dol- 
lars last week about 70 per cent 
have been reselling them to- 
day.” said Najib Semaan, fore- 
ign exchange manager at Bank 
of Beirut. 

"Most people are now con- 
vinced they should not go to 
the market and buy dollars 
after every political problem," 
be said. 

The central bank had shown 
it was ready and able to defend 
the lira, Mr. Semaan said. 

Talal Abou Zaki, foreign 
exchange manager at Bank of 
Beirut and the Arab Coun- 
tries. said investors buying 
back liras on Monday lost 0.23^ 
0.24 per cent on the exchange 
rate. 

“That's not too much for 
someone who wants to be on 
the safe side (in a political 
crisis),” he said. 

He said the central bank 
handled the crisis well but he 
doubted investors would react 
differently next time. 

“If it happens next week, 
people will act in the same 
manner as last week. But the 



Rafik A1 Hariri 

central bank has gained credi- 
bility. It was able to prevent 
the value of the Lebanese lira 
from decreasing," he said. -• 

Statistics released by the 
bank showed the crisis had 6 o 
net impact on its foreign ex- 
change holdings. 

Foreign currency reserves 
rose $3 million to $2.72 billion 
in the first two weeks of May, 
the bank's bimonthly balance 
sheet showed. 

This was the smallest in- 
crease in eight months, but H 
indicated that reserves weqe 
growing rapidly in the fist 
week of May before the crisis. 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


MCKMG. MR FREIGH1 
FOfMMftOMG, OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS 


* AM IN KAMA* * SONS 

Tf l 60*478 6ft469t> 



La vie Seautu 
center 

for Facial cleansing, Massage, 
Sugaring, Waxing flail Care 

, Make-Up And Bridal 
Make-Up, 

We use the best French Cosmetke 
fern and aubry 

Reservation & Information 

UmUthainah- Tel.: 661217 


Dm First Oms Hotel hi 
Amman that bet a , 
KHc hw t n In iwn roomJ 
“Sattffite T.V. Reception” 


l»Ai:OTEL 

|U2«J||I= 


Amman - Tel. 607193 
P.OBn 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23868 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates end 
Businessmen 



mrfdCupUSm 

Si^! 

Tel :698 131 
Fox:6 73 312 

CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

MongollaQ Bwbsque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: Si 8214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight 
S. Air Conditioned Hall / 


The first 8 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle jebal Amman, near 
ANiyyah Girls School 

Takf wiy b 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


SELECT HOTEL 


® Superior Hold Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabal A 1 Webdeh/Tcl. 637 101/637102 





tUTADAIU 
V'ON TO MlfAK.HT 

LUNCHES 

afternoontea 

SINKS AT THE BA 
DINNERS 


SOI K I UM rm\l\A 
AMMAN TK1- SJ59S7 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get- 

• JUMBO photo 
six» 30% Emrgr 

• From ssfarge- 
mrnat 20 x 30 cm 

Shmei&ani - 
Bank. Phone: 

Swefieh tel: 823891 


Cleaning Services 
Every Day 


fast, efficient, and 
professional Cleaners 



Phone 604671 


5] Electrolux 



Retfaurartf 
You Know 

Our Pbaas&Sandwkbes 
NowTnjThc 

Italian Pasta 

Ttostaufi Way 

Spaghetti 
Fane 
Fettuedne 



s-i. 
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Bosnian rivals fight on; 
diplomats press for peace 


'« ;> SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
i'-'vtocs clashes around the city of 
Tuda Monday and the U.N. 
• 1 reported a Muslim build-up in 
> . ‘central Bosnia despite new di- 
\>:_plomatic efforts to halt a war 
->' ; that has lolled 200,000 and 
:<■ displaced almost two million 
**• 'people. 

European Union ministers 
*- met in Brussels to discuss the 
^ Jates c Bosnia peace plan 
adopted by foreign ministers of 
' ..-the United States, Russia and 
die EU in Geneva Friday and a 
Russian envoy went to Bel- 
l'. ; grade to explain it to the Serbs. 
~ ^ Sarajevo, Muslim-led 
"O - forces fired on a Swedish U.N. 

convoy Sunday near a cense 
■ ' ■ ' confrontation line on over- 
j looking Mount Igman, U.N. 
Protection Force spokesman 
Rob Annink said. 

The Bosnian Serb News 
tonqr (SRNA) reported a 
- 1 ’Muslim infantry and artillery 
. - attack on the Olovo-Kladan] 

' frontline which dominates a 
. Tyita] Bosnian army supply line 
/-.to Tozla Monday. 

It also reported continued 
-b "attacks on the Majevica front 
winch overlooks the Tuzia re- 
v:/ jjion and around Doboj and 

Croatian Radio reported in- 
_ creased Serb-Musiim fighting 
in the 40 kilometres area 
~- around Tuzia and pinpointed 
w ' - tite worst dashes around Bign- 


la, south of the U.N.- 
designated safe area. 

Three slammed into the dty 
centre Sunday evening, with 
two hitting a hotel but causing 
no casualties. Maj. Annink 
said a total of 34 shells hit 
north of Tnzta airport. 

A British Scimitar light 
tank destroyed a Serb Bunker 
near Maglaj Sunday after U.N. 
peacekeepers came under fire, 
Maj. Annink said. The Serb 
post had been “a problem for 
British peacekeepers in the 
area for several weeks,” Ik 
said. 

UNPROFOR spokesman in 
Sarajevo Eric Chaperon con- 
firmed earlier reports from 
Vitez on a Bosnian Muslim 
army buildup near Turbe in 
central Bosnia over the past 
week. . 

U.N. sources said 10 
Muslim-led Bosnian army bri- 
gades have moved into the 
area, facing off against two 
Serb brigades, and have res- 
tricted U.N. movement in the 
area. 

The Muslim brigades are 
often no bigger than a western 
battalion of about 600 men and 
considerably smaller than their 
Serb counterparts. 

Muslims were reported also 
reinforcing the sensitive area 
of Mount Igman overlooking 
Sarajevo and UNPROFOR 


described the development as 
“profoundly disturbing.” 
UNPROFOR planned to set 
up an observation post south of 
and to increase patrols 
to try and defuse tensions 
between Serb and Muslim-led 
forces, Maj. Annink said. 

Serbs withdrew from Igman 
under threat of NATO air 
strikes and on condition that 
die area was demilitarised. 

Against this tense backdrop, 
European foreign ministers 
met m Brussels Monday to 
decide bow they can help en- 
sure that last week's Bosnia 
peace accord will succeed. 

It will be the first time that 
all 12 EU countries have been 
given foil details of Friday's 
agreement in Geneva between 
the world’s big power on a 
joint peace strategy. 

Although both tbe Muslim- 
led Bosnian government and 
die Bosnian Serbs both public- 
ly criticised tbe big powers’ call 
for a four-month truce, EU 
ministers said the attempt had 
to be made to achieve an end 
to hostilities. 

U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher suggested that 
objections to the peace plan 
were predictable. 

Tm not surprised to see 
them not put all their cards on 
tbe table,” Mr. Christopher 
told reporters. “We're gong to 


see some posturing on all 
sides.” 

Russia's special envoy Vitaly 
Churkin met Serbia’s President 
Slobodan Milosevic in Bel- 
grade Monday and said urgent 
im ple m entation of the Geneva 
agreement was a priority. 

“I am going to recommend 
to (U.N. special envoy 
Yasushi) Akashi that he tries 
to bring die parties together 
immediately in order to imple- 
ment one of tbe elements of 
the m mis trial document and 
dial is the agreement on die 
cessation of hostilities,” he 
said. 

Mr. Churkin said Mr. 
Milosevic strongly backed the 
proposed truce but left all 
other aspects of the accord for 
the Bosnian Serbs to judge 
including the division of terri- 
tory, with SI per cent going to 
the Serbs and rest to the Mus- 
lims and Croats. 

Mr. Churkin warned this 
ratio was not negotiable: “We 
are not going to negotiate the 
percentage with the parties. 
51-49, and that goes for all the 
parties to the conflict, not only 
to Bosnian Serbs but also to 
the Muslims and to the Croats. 

UNPROFOR sources in 
Zagreb said Mr. Akashi was 
expected to visit Sarajevo for 
ceasefire talks in next few 
days, mo6t probably Wednes- 
day. 


Mandela 

■ a 

strongly 

-denies 

report 

■of early 
Retirement 

* JOHANNESBURG (Agen- 
; ’ties) — South Africa’s new 
’ President Nelson Mandela has 

strongly denied a Loudon press 
report that the plans to retire 
jn two years' time. 

In a weekend statement re- 
. leased by his African National 
Congress (ANC), Mr. Mande- 

• la, who was sworn in as the 
country's first Mack head of 
state on May 10, said tbe re- 
port in the Snnday Times was 

1 “rumour-mongering written' 
with the intention to create 
uncertainty.” 

“The people of South Africa 
have given the president a 
.mandate and be intends to 
fulfil that mandate,” said Man- 
dela, 75. terming the article 
“totally unfounded and mali- 
cious disinformation.” 

, The newspaper quoted ANC 
sources as saying Mr. Mandela 
has “privately hinted be will 
'step down once a final con- 
stitution has been written and 
be has overseen the country's 
first steps toward reconcilia- 
tion.'’ 

Mr. Mandela's “determina- 
tion to give np power well 
ahead of the next general elec- 
tion has sparked a power strug- 
gle” within tbe ANC, it said. 

' The parliament that 
emerged from the country's 
first democratic election on 
April 26-29 is mandated to 
rewrite the nation’s final con- 
stitution over the next five 
-years. 

- . ■ South Africa is in the mean- 
' time ran by an interim con- 
stitution that went into effect 
at midnight on April 26. the 
start of the second day of the 
historic poll. 

Meanwhile, a weekend up- 
surge in violence sent a driver 
through the new South Africa, 
but there were indications 
Monday that many of the kill- 
ings were criminal rather than 
political. 

Police and the army re- 
ported a total of at least 19 
deaths in the black townships 
around Johannesburg and in 
the Zulu heartland of 
Kwazulu-Natal. 

Bat residents said gang war- 
fare appeared to be behind tbe 
worst single incident — the 
massacre of 12 teenagers and 
- young men in tbe Johannes- 
burg township of Tokoza Fri- 
day night. 

Colonel Dave Bruce, 
.spokesman for the Johannes- 
-burg region, said the level of 
political violence had dropped 
sharply, but police expected a 
siu-ge in crime following the 
return to normal duties of 
police deployed for last 
month's historic elections. 

“There does appear to be 
active animosity between va- 
rious groups, ‘self-defence’ 
groups still running round with 
AK-47 rifles. It> not going to 
be an ongoing situation, but it 
is worrying at this particular 
stage,” be said. 

violence is one of the urgent 
problems faring President Nel- 
son Mandela's ANC-Ied gov- 
ernment of national unity 
which is still setting in after 
taking office last week. 


Hata, LDP fight tug-of-war 
over Socialists’ swing vote 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's minor- 
ity government fought a tug-of- 
war with die mam opposition 
Liberal Democratic Party 
Monday in an attempt to win 
the Socialists’ casting vote for a 
crucial parli amen t ary post. 

In its n p m ing sal VO a gainst 
Prime Minister Tsutomo 
Hata’s government last week, 
tbe LDP submitted a binding* 
resolution to remove the chair- 
man of the Parliamentary 
Steering Committee. 

A vote on the resolution, 
expected later this week in the 
full lower bouse, will reveal the 
extent of Mr. Hata’s weakness 
and show whether the Social- 
ists are reacty to side with their 
LDP opposition arch-rivals to 
deal the government a further 
blow. 

' The battle is seen as the first 
step towards pushing through a 
vote of no-confidence against 
Mr. Hata. 

Tbe chair of the Steering 
Committee, currently held by 
Hata protege Keiwa Okuda, 
controls tbe order of business 
and is one of three top posts in 
parliament. 

The other two jobs, the low- 
er house speaker and the head 
of the Budget Committee, are 
already held by opposition law- 
makers. 

A Socialist spokesman said 
tbe party executive could de- 
cide how to vote after Chair- 
man Tomiichi Mnrayama 
meets Mr. Hata Tuesday. 

“There is nothing wrong 
until Mr. Oknda's perform- 
ance,” die coalition govern- 
ment said in a statement Mon- 
day after a meeting of its repre- 
sentatives. “We will do all we 
can to protect his office.” 

The rating bloc sent its par- 
liamentary negotiator to meet 
bis Socialist counterpart 


Koken Nosaka but Mr. Nosaka 
made no dear commitment, 
coalition officials said. 

“We are seriously troubled 
over this intense issue,” coali- 
tion officials quoted Mr. Nosa- 
ka as saying. 

Tbe LDP also sent its repre- 
sentative to Mr. Nosaka but 
he was non-committal, 
>P officials said. 

Despite all the attention the 
Socialists might just abstain 


from voting, in effect allowing 
the LDP to carry the vote, 
Japanese newspapers re- 
ported. 

“We should probably be 
satisfied with a Socialist ''ab- 
stention,” said one LDF ex- 
ecutive. “That’s enough for 
us.” 

The coalition holds about 
192 seals in the 511-member 
lower boose, against tbe LDP’s 
206 and 92 for the Socialists 
and its small ally. 

Internally the Sodatists were 
split into two camps, a right- 
wing faction favouring the 
coalition over the LDP and the 
left which wants revenge 
against Mr. Hata. 

Last month the Socialists 
walked out of the coatition on 
the day Mr. Hata was named 
prime minister, mainly became 
of what they saw as high- 
handed moves by their part- 
ners to reduce Socialist influ- 
ence on poficymakmg. 

The defection robbed foe 
affiance of a working majority. 

LDP leader Yohci Kono 
said at tbe weekend Us party 
would submit the no- 
confidence motion after pas- 
sage of the long-delayed state 
budget, expected in undJuty. 

Defeat would leave Mr. 
Hata with a start: choice — 
resign car call snap elections. 


U.K. urged to take tough 
line over IRA talks 


LONDON (R) — Northern 
Ireland politicians who want to 
maintain links with Britain de- 
manded Monday that any clar- 
ification of last December's 
Anglo-Irish peace plan for tbe 
troubled province should not 
lead to negotiations with the 
IRA. 

Irish Prime Minister Albert 
Reynolds said at the weekend 
that Britain's response to ques- 
tions about the peace plan 
pored by Sinn Fein, the IRA's 
political wing, oDuld break the 
deadlock over Northern Ire- 
land. 

“The questions by and large 
are answerable, and I hope 
that the British government 
will give the most positive re- 
sponse they can," Mr. 
Reynolds said in Jnfianapotis, 
where he held unscheduled 
talks with U.S. President Bill 
Ginton. 

British officials said North- 
ern Ireland Secretary Sir Pat- 
rick Mayhew was likely to 
answer the 16 questions, re- 
layed to London by DuMin last 
Friday, later this week. 

Although Sir Patrick has in- 
sisted he will not negotiate 
with Sinn Fein until Irish Re- 
publican Army (IRA) guerril- 
las lay down their arms, pro- 
British Protestant politicians 
expressed concern that Prime 
Minister John Major’s govern- 
ment might soften its line. 

“The IRA... is dearly not 
prepared to cease violence at 
this particular time, so anv exer- 


cise is both futile and an indica- 
tion to tbe IRA that the gov- 
ernment is weakemng,” Ken 
Magmnis of die Ulster Union- 
ist Party (UUP) told BBC 
Radio. 

A fellow UUP member of 
parliament, David Trimble, ac- 
cused Mr. Reynolds of being 
tbe IRA's messenger boy and 
said tbe British government 
was on a slippery slope by 
offering clarifications. 

“What the gov ernment has 
to do is to slide absolutely 
firmly to its existing policy and 
give no hint or sign of a change 
m polity,” Mr. Trimble said. 

He described the IRA, 
which has waged a violent 25- 
year campaign to oust Britain 
from Northern Ireland, as 
trying to “entrap and entice” 
the government into negotia- 
tion. 

“We most not have any ele- 
ment of negotiation. Once the 
government gets on to that 
slippery slope, it will be lost,” 
Mr. Trimble warned. 

James Cran, a Conservative 
MP who is vice chairman of his 
party's backbench Northern 
Ireland Committee, critidsed 
Mr. Reynolds’s go-between 
role as unhelpful. 

“This high-profile interven- 
tion in the affairs of Northern 
Ireland is going to be deeply 
misunderstood in Northern 
Ireland. I think he has a part to 
play, no doubt, but it should be 
done behind the scenes,” Mr. 
Cran told tbe BBC. 


Yeltsin 

appoints 

regional 

man to key 

nationalities 

post 

MOSCOW (AFP) — President 
Boris Yeltsin appointed Mon- 
day a regional official from 
southern Russia to the key post 
of nationalities minister, sig- 
nalling tbe Kremlin's fresh re- 
solve to defuse ethiric tension 
in the troubled northern Cau- 
casus region. 

Nikolai Yegorov, 42, an 
ethnic Cossack who headed tbe 
regional administration of 
Krasnodar, replaced Sergei 
Shakhrai, a deputy prime 
minister who also held the 
nationalities portfolio, the 
Presidential Press Service said. 

Mr. Shakhrai will retain the 
rank of deputy prime minister 
and the regional policy port- 
folio. 

The appointment came after 
Mr. Shakhrai failed in consecu- 
tive rounds of negotiations to 
restore relations with tbe 
breakaway Republic of Chech- 
nya which declared independ- 


ence from Moscow in 1991. 

Attempts at readying the 
conflict betw e en ethnic Ingush 
and Ossetians in the C aucasus 
republic of North Ossetia have 
also failed to yield results fol- 
lowing a brief outbreak of 
fighting m the fall of 1992. 

As governor of tbe Krasno- 
dar region, Mr. Yegorov has 
managed to maintain stabffity 
in a multi-ethnic region 
bordering Russia’s trouble 
spots in the Northern Cau- 
casus, tbe ITAR-TASS news 
agency s aid. 

“He enjoys considerable au- 
thority, not only in that terri- 
tory, but also among the lead- 
ers of Russia's northern Cau- 
casus republics,” the news 
agency said. 



MISS PHOTOGENIC: Mmocka Mercado of Venezuela 
after she was chosen Miss Photogenic at tbe 1994 Miss 
Universe pageant The 22-year-old university stadent from 
Caracas who stand* six feet and two indies receives a $1,000 
cadi prize. The 1994 Miss Universe wfD be chosen from the 77 
on May 21 (AFP photo) 


U.K. ‘house of horror’ wife 
charged with sixth murder 

body from a field northwest of 
Gloucester, western England, 
and an 11th set of remains was 
exhamed from another bouse 
in Gloucester that Mr. West 
lived in during the early 1970s. 

One of the charges against 
Rosemary West concerns the 
murder of Heather West, her 
and West's daughter, who 
went missing in 1987 at the age 
of 16. 


GLOUCESTER. England 
(Agencies) — The wife of ac- 
cused “house of horror” serial 
killer Frederick West has been 
charged with a sixth joint mur- 
der with her husband, police 
said Monday. 

A spokesman said Rosemary 
West, 40, would face the new 
minder charge at her next 
appearance in court scheduled 
for June 3. Mr. West, a 52- 
year-old builder who has been 
charged with 11 murders of 
young women, was next due in 
court on June 2. 

The spokesman said the new 
charge related to Juanita Mott, 
aged 18, who vanished in 1975. 
Her body was one of nine 
exhumed by police from the 
Wests* home at 25 Cromwell 
Street, dubbed the “house of 
honori' by media, since the 
end of February. 

Police involved in what, 
threatens to be Britain's largest 
serial murder investigation in 
recent history dug up a 10th 


Nine of the bodies were 
found boded in the garden, 
basement, walls and floors of 
the house in Crowmwell 
Street. 

Police said they were still 
searching, and sources say the 
total body count could exceed 

20 . ' 

In addition to the six joint 
murder counts against Rosem- 
ary West, she is also charged 
with complicity with two others 
in the rape of an 11 year-old 
girl, and with the sexual abuse 
of an eight-year-old body. 


Nigeria rulers face showdown 
with pro-democracy group 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria’s milit- 
ary rulers appear on a collision 
course with a new alliance that 
has given them two weeks to 
hand over to Mbshood A biota, 
undeclared winner of last 
June’s annulled presidential 
election. 

Tbe new group, tbe National 
Democratic Coalition (NADE- 
CO), includes former pres- 
idential hopefuls- and ex- 
military officers. It did not say 
what it would do if the milrtary 
ignored its ultimatum. 

“Tbe National Democratic 
Coatition hereby demands the 
actuatisation of the June 12 
mandate,” said the group, re- 
ferring to last June’s election, 
which was annulled after re- 
sults placed millionaire Abiola 
well ahead of bis sole rival. 

“For this purpose, NADE- 
CO farther demands that tbe 
military government should 
call upon Basbonin M.K.O. 
Abiola before May 31, 1994, to 
fans a broad-based national gov- 
ernment, composed of repre- 
sentatives of various e thni c and 


interest groups, in die coun- 
try,” it said in a weekend 
communique. 

Sources close to NADECO 
said the communique marked 
the start of a new campaign to 
force tiie military to recognise 
the Jane poll, cancelled by 
former President General Ibra- 
him Babangida. 

They said Mr. Abiola, who 
still lays claim to the presiden- 
cy but has been quiet during 
recent months, ’ backed 
NADECO and might 
announce his cabinet if the 
ultimatum was ignored. 

“We are looking at a poten- 
tially explosive situation,” one 
politician said at the weekend. 

“Nobody seizes power to 
give to someone else and this 
move is bound to lead to 
dashes which no one can say 
where it will lead us.” 

General Sam Abacha, the 
latest in a long line of military 
figures to run Nigeria, seized 
power in November during the 
crisis triggered by the election 
annulment. 


IAEA 
team in 
Beijing 
en route to 
N. Korea 

BEIJING (Agencies^ — A 
three-member inspection team 
from the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) ar- 
rived for a stopover in Beijing 
Monday en route for a key visit 
to a suspected nuclear bomb 
factory in North Korea, diplo- 
mats said. ■ 

The delegation, which will 
spend a day in China before 
leaving for Pyongyang, is 
hg juH by Olli Heinonen of 
Finland, with Vladimir Rukh- 
k>, a Russian, and Jamaluddin 
Omar, a Tanzanian, they said. 

The three will leave Beijing 
Tuesday afternoon aboard a 
North Korean airliner. 

North Korea announced 
Saturday that it was beginning 
to replace fuel rods at the 
Yongbyon nuclear site, 90 
kilometres (54 miles) north of 
Pyongyang, without the pre- 
sence of IAEA monitors. 

The IAEA, the United Na- 
tions’ nuclear watchdog, has 
insisted cm viewing the opera- 
tion, saying it is vital for check- 
ing suspicions about North 
Korea’s nuclear pro g ra m me. 
According to the United 
States, the procedure could 
free up enough plutonium for 
at least four nuclear bombs. 

The inspectors, who took 
part in a previous IAEA mis- 
sion to North Korea in March, 
are scheduled to return to Chi- 
na on May 24. 

But tbe agency's spokesman, 
David Kyd, said Sunday that 
“if the reports (of the refuell- 
ing) torn out to be correct, the 
inspectors will be immediately 
recalled to Vienna.” 

Meanwhile the White House 
Chief of Staff Thomas “Mack” 
McLarty said that the United 
States needed more data be- 
fore responding to a reported 
North Korean breach of nuc- 
lear safeguards. 

Mr. McLarty, appearing on 
the CSS programme Face The 
Nation, said the administration 
would wait -until the IAEA 
inspectors returned from 
Korea before seeking possible 
economic sanctions. 

“If that (IAEA) report is not 
what it should be then we will 
consider all of our options, 
including sanctions,” be said. 
“But right now we simply need 
more information about this 
very concerning matter.” 

South Korean officials said 
Saturday that the North had 
begun withdrawing spent fuel 
from a nuclear reactor without 
international inspectors pre- 
sent. an action that Washing- 
ton has said should lead to 
sanctions. 
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North Korea, in turn, has 
said that it would regard sanc- 
tions as an act of war. 

The immediate focus of con- 
cern is the removal of 
lutonium-packed fuel rods 
m the five-megawatt reactor 
at North Korea’s Yongbyon 
complex, 60 mQes north of 
Pyongyang. Inspection of the 
rods would help gauge how 
much wea pons-grade pluto- 
nium North Korea may have 
been secretly siphoned off. 

""The majority view - among 
U.S. intelligence analysts is 
that the North has already di- 
verted enough plutonium from 


reactor fuel withdrawing in 
1989 to make one or two nuc- 
lear bombs. 

On Friday, Secretary of De- 
fence William Peny said the 
fuel reportedly being removed 
this time contained enough 
'utonimn to make another 
or five nuclear bombs. 
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PHNOM PENH 
Thai c ri tic i sm of C a mb od ia 's 
request for foreign military aid 
for its army is int erf ere n ce in 
the internal a f fa i rs of another 
countr y. First Prime Minister 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh 
Monday. 

“It is not acceptable, it’s 
in t e rfe r e n ce, in the internal 
affairs to a sovereign state,” he 
told reporters. 

Prince Ranariddh said Thai- 
land had provided arms to tbe 
Khmer Rouge guerrilla faction 
sand was now telling Cambo- 
dia ft should not accept offers 
of foretyn military aid. 

Australia, France and the 
United States are considering a 
formal request to beta train 
and equip the Royal Cambo- 
dian Armed Forces. 

Thailand’s National Security 
Councfl chief. General Qiaran 
Kullavanijjaya, criticised 
possible nnbtaxy assistance to 
Cambodia, saying any arms 
would most likely be sold by 
c onupt commanders or used 
by bandits against civilians. 

And in published comments 
Monday, Thai Army Comman- 
der General Wimol Wong- 
wanitch said military aid for 
Cambodia was not the solu- 


lia’s Ranariddh backs foreign military aid 


tkm. 

“Thailand would be serious- 
ly affected as the weapons sup- 
plied to Cambodia would be 
pot on sale along tbe Thai 
border by ill-disciplined 
Cambodian government troops 
in need of money,” he said. 

“What Cambodia needs is 

f mtnamtarian mskfaiiw for XtS 

tie, which wonld help 
; peace to the coun- 
try and die region," he said.. 

Informed U.N. sources told 
Renters that corrupt Thai 
military officers continue to 
provide rebel Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas with material aid, 
inducting stititaiy hardware- 

Officially, the Thai govern- 
ment has ended its support for 
die Khmer Rouge but a hand- 
ful of border traders and milit- 
ary officers continue to main- 
tain links with tbe rebels built 
up over two decades, diplo- 
mats aid. 

ASked if tbe Cambodian 
government was still prepared 
to attend peace talks with the 
Khmer Rouge, Prince Ranar- 
iddh said the government was 
always ready to discuss nation- 
al reconciliation. 

Prince Ranariddh said it was 


the Khmer Rouge who were 
stalling cm peace talks, “ why is 
their (Khmer Rouge) lead- 
ership taking so much time to 
1 answer tbe king's proposal.” 

King Sihanouk had prop- 
osed a round table conference 
be held outside Cambodia to 
satisfy Khmer Rouge concerns 
about security in Phnom Penh, 
bat the government was cool to 
tbe proposal and questioned 
the Khmer Rouge's sincerity, 
saying a ceasefire should first 
be declared. 

The Khmer Rouge's nomin- 
al leader Khieu Samphan said 
any talks should be uncon- 
ditional. 

Fighting between govern- 
ment forces and insurgents in 
tbe northwest has continued to 
flare-up in recent weeks. 

On Sunday, at least four 
civilians were killed in tbe . 
northwest town of Mongkol 
Borey, parts of which were 
briefly held by the Khmer 
Rouge who Launched a pre- 
dawn attack backed by rockets 
and mortars. 

The Khmer Rouge, re- 
sponsible for the deaths of one 
million Cambodians from ex- 
ecution, disease and starvation 


during its 1970s reign of terror, 
continue to reject national re- 
conciliation in favour of step- 
ped up military action against 
die central authorities. 

The Khmer Rouge claimed 
Monday to have seized the 
town of Mongkol Borey, in 
northwest Cambodia, and to 
have complete control of key 
roads linking Battambang, 
Sisopbon and Paper. 

In a broadcast monitored in 
Bangkok, Khmer Rouge radio 
said three columns of guerrilla 
forces had hit government 
positions on May 15 near the 
Mongkol Borey, at the town 
market and along the river 
south of town on Route 5. 

Tbe guerrillas were pressing 
their attack on both sides of 
Route 5, the radio said. 

With the “liberation” of 
Mongkol Borey, the Khmer 
Rouge controlled ail transport 
and communications links be- 
tween Battambang and 
Sisopbon, and Sisopbon and 
Poipet, the radio said. 

To the north, the Marxist 
guerrilla faction claimed to 
have occupied Sanakum Thmri 
district in Preah Vihear pro- 
vince in fighting on May 14. 


Clint Eastwood 
gets French 
arts award 

CANNES, France (AFP) — 
Veteran U.S. film star Clip.*. 
Eastwood, the president of rhL 
year's Cannes festival jury was 
awarded the French Nationa : 
Order of Arts and Letters here 
Sunday. French Culture Minis- 
ter Jacques Toubon bestowed 
tbe award on Eastwood in a 
ceremony also attended by 
Federico Mayor, secretary 
general of UNESCO, remind- 
ing the actor-tumed-directcr 
that he first came to fame ic 
Europe. Mr. Toubon thanked 
Eastwood for “the pleasure 
you have given us in cinema 1 ' 
and noted: “It was in Europe 
that Clint Eastwood first be- 
came popular, thanks to the 
film s of Sergio Leone, before 
becoming a big star in his own 
country.” 

Boy saves foddier 
from blaze 

BATON ROUGE, Louisiana 
(AFP) — An 11-year-old boy 
dashed into a blazing apart- 
ment and rescued a two-year- y" 
. old boy who had been' left 
unsupervised, police said. The 
boy hero said he simply ran in 
and grabbed the toddle., 
ignoring what the Boy Scouts 
taught him — to crawl under 
thick smoke. “1 thought it 
would take me too long if I had 
crawled,” said Jason Deni, 
who was alerted by screaming 
in the upstairs apartment of his 
building Thursday night. Sis 
'youngsters — the oldest w as. 
six — had been left alone iz 
their apartment when the two- 
year-old began playing 
with matches and s e ! 
fire to a book , police 
said. Two mothers', one of 
whom was haring a birthday, 
had each left their three chil- 
dren in the apartment and 
gone out to celebrate, polic? 
said. Both women were 
booked - Friday and charged 
with child desertion. 

China inaugurates 
world’s largest 
reclining Buddha 

HONG KONG (AFP) — The 
world's biggest redining Bud- 
dha will be officially inaugu- 
on a hill in China's 
Guangdong province Wednss- C 
day. The 16-metre (53-foot) 
highland 108 metre (356 feet) 
long statue mil be blessed by 
offidals of the Buddhist Asso- 
ciation of China and Tibetan 
Buddhist Assodation in San- 
shui Gty, 40 kilometres (25 
miles) west of Guangzhou. The 
hill in the southern province 
was chosen because local 
Buddhist religious records 
claim a monk had a vision o> T 
Buddha there, according tc 
local Chinese press reports. 

The Sanshui authorities have 
developed the site into a na- 
ture reserve. 

Whitney Houston 
set to star as 
Cinderella 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Whit- 
ney Houston is set to follow 
her role in the hit movie The 
Bodyguard by starring in an 
updated TV morie version of 
Rodgers Hammerstein’s Cin- 
derella. Hollywood trade pap- 
er daily Variety reported in its 
Monday edition that tbs 
Grammy Award-winning sin- 
ger would begin the CBS pro- t 
duction after she finishes her 
world tour this summer. It is 
expected to air by the end cf 
the 1994-95 season. A top wri- 
ter win be hired to redraft the 
music, and the paper said other 
Rodgers and Hammerstein 
songs might be added. Cin- 
derella. with music by Richard 
Rodgers and lyrics by Oscar 
Hammerstein, first aired on 
CBS in 1957, drawing an audi- 
ence of 100 million viewers for 
Julie Andrews. CBS remade it 
in 1965 with Lesley Ann War- 
ren, airing that production 
annually until 1972. 

Cash machine 
sting nets crooks 
£250,000 

LONDON (R) — Crooks used 
a stolen cash dispensing 
machine set up in a fake fi- 
steal £250,000 
($374,400) in a high-tech swin- 
dle, a British newspaper said 
Monday. The cash dispenser, 
npped out of its legitimate 
location using a mechanical 
shovel and a fork-lift trad:, 
was installed in a shop in Lon- 
don s Bethnal Green district 
painted to look like an advice 
centre for home loans, the Sun 
Tabloid reported. The crooks 
wed up the machine to copv * 
of crefe > 

card holders who tried to 
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used the numbers to take 
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Sports 

Bulls get it together 
to level series 2-2 






JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, MAY 17, g 


CHICAGO. Illinois ( Agen- 
P**) — The three-dme defend- 
ing champion Chicago Bulls 
pulled themselves together to 
post u 95-S3 victory over New 
York Sunday, evening their 
best-of-seven series in the 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion (NBA) playoffs. 

Scotrie Pippen. who sparked 
a storm of controversy when he 
refused to play in the cnicial 
closing seconds of Friday's 
game, which the Bulls won on 
a bu^er-bcating shot from 
Croatian Toni Kukuc, said the 
team had put that episode be- 
hind them. 

"I apologised to the team 
and to Phil Jackson," said Pip- 
pen, who scored 25 points and 
led a third-quarter surge by the 
Bulls. "I don’t think 1 have io 
apologise to anyone else." 

Game five will be played 
Wednesday at Madison Square 
Garden in New York, then the 
series moves back ro Chicago 
for game six. 

New York suffered from the 
absence of starting guard De- 
rek Harper, who was sus- 
pended for two games for his 
pan in a bench clearing fight 
Friday. 

Without their best ball hand- 
ler, New York committed 15 
turnovers leading to i? Chica- 
go points in the first half. 

Pippen scored Chicago's first 
points of the game. In the third 
quarter he deflected two 
Knicks passes to set up two 
breakaway baskets for Chica- 
go. Horace Grant added 18 
points for Chicago, and Patrick 
Ewing led the Knicks with 18. 

In the other Eastern Confer- 
ence game, Indiana beat top- 


seeded Atlanta 102-86 for a 3-1 
lead. 

The Pacers, who had never 
won an NBA playoff series 
before, set a ream playoff re- 
cord with 1 1 three-point shots, 
including four by Reggie Mil- 
ler. 

The Pacers can reach the 
playoff semi-finals with a vic- 
tory in game five in Atlanta. 

In the Western Conference, 
the battle of the road warriors 
continued as Houston won 
their second straight game at 
Phoenix to level the series 2-2. 

The Rockets had lost the 
opening two games at home, 
blowing big leads both times. 

"They are not choker- 
s...they have done is just amaz- 
ing." coach Rudy Tomjano- 
vich said after his team beat 
Phoenix 107-96. 

Hakeem Olajuwon and Otis 
Thorpe dominated as the 
Rockets held Charles Barkley 
to 19 points, compared to his 
playoffs average of 30. 

“In this business you go 
from the penthouse to the out- 
house pretty quickly, and I 
guess you could say I'm de- 
finitely in the outhouse." 
Barkley said. 

In Denver, Reggie Williams' 
22-foot jumper with 1.9 
seconds left kept the Denver 
Nuggets alive in their playoffs 
with the Utah Jazz. 

Williams drained his jumper 
from the left wing to give the 
Nuggets an exciting 83-82 vic- 
tory and narrow Utah's lead in 
their Western Conference 
semifinals to 3-1. 

Williams inbounded the ball 
to Mahmoud Abdul Rauf, who 
passed the ball back out to 
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Jazireh beats Ahli 98-94, captures 
22 basketball championship title 
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me if he didn't have the shot 
he’d give me the ball. And l 
was ready to take n," said 
Wiliams. " 

"We would have been going' 
home if I didn't hit this shot." 
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By Afetn Baaoayan 
Spcda! to the Jordan Times 
« 

AMMAN — Ai Jazireh clin- 
ched the firs: of the season's 
b.tsKetbui! titles after reversing 
’.heir fiM-hai: defeat and beat- 
ing Al Ahli 9o-94 in overtime 
in the final match of the under- 
22 basketball competition 
organised by the Jordan Bas- 
kctball Federation (JBF). 

As their first-leg encounter 
had ended 82-66 for Al 
Jazireh. A! Ahli had the for- 
midable task of defeating their 
opponents by over 16 poinis to 
win the tide. 

The Kingdom's reigning bas- 
ketball champions set out to 
reach that difficult goal early 
on in the first half a tight 
defence to hinder A! jfozireh's 
scaring ability. 

Ai Ahb's determined ream- 
work paid eff as Faisal Ensour. 
T.ir.ier Abuini and Zeid 
Alkhas scored to take a 33-18 
lead before ending the first half 
48-39. 

But Ai Jazirch'5 coach and 
payers executed a carefully 
planned strategy as Gbaith En- 
iubi . Sauc: Khirfan and Ma’an 
Udch !cii the team to take 
control of the second half. 

A full court defence by Al 


Jazireh caused many turnovers 
and loose balls enabling them 
to reduce the gap and take the 
lead at 66-6 J. 

While Al Ahli greatly missed 
the efforts of playmaker Faisal 
Ensour who got his fifth per- 
sonal foul in the second half. 
Al Jazireh *s new recruit Naser 
A lawn eh made up for team- 
male Anwar Haddad's fifth 
foul and led his team to a draw 
at 82-82 warranting overtime 
during which Ennabi and 
Alawneh made sure of winning 
the game and ending the com- 
petition with an unbeaten 
streak. 

Al Abbasi finished third in 
competition in which nine 
teams took pan: Al Ahli, Al 
Abbasi, Yarmouk, Homent- 
men. Abu Nusair, Al Jazireh, 
Al Jalil, Gazzet Hashem and 
Al Watani. 

Al Jalil had qualified to the 
final round with Al Jazireh, Al 
Ahli and Ai Abbasi but 
according to JBF regulations, 
were barred from playing the 
rest of their matches and lost 
fourth place honours after 
withdrawing in two matches. 

Al Ahli’s only loss was to Al 
Jazireh. They bad scored im- 
pressive and convincing victor- 
ies in the final round: 83-32 


and 91-55 ove Al Abbasi and 
91-47 over Al Jalil. 

Their well experienced play- 
ers had a very easy path during 
the preliminary round where 
they scored crushing victories 
of 125-71 over Al Yarmouk; 
16043 over Abu Nusair; 240- 
55 over Homentmen and 98-65 
over Al Abbasi. 

Al Jazireh’s ambitious team 
scored impressive wins in the 
final round: 109-47 win over Al 
Jalil and 82-56 over Al Abbasi. 
Though they had a more diffi- 
cult path overcoming Al Wata- 
ni 91-62; Al Jalil 84-75 and 
Gazzet Hashem 116-36 in the 
first round. 

The 1992 U-22 titieholders 
Al Orthodoxi did not take part 
this season. First division clubs 
are required to compete in at 
least two-age groups of their 
choice. 

Only Al Ahli and Al Jazireh 
have registered to play in all 
JBFs competitions which in- 
clude, in addition to division 
championships, the women’s 
tournament, the U-1S, U-16, 
U-14 and mini-basketball. 

This season. Al Jazireh will 
again attempt to clinch most of 
the titles. Last year they won 
the boys U-14 and U-16 titles, 
finished second in the U-19 


competition, third in r 

division and won the wemu?* 

championship. ” ns,< fi 

A! Ahli, now the Kingdom 
champions after endjnai? 
Orthodoxi decade-Icw 
in the eighties, are aaefflftjn? 
to strengthen their voiTnS 
line-up of players to retain th^ 
title for many years to come* 

They won the first division ir 
1990, 1992, and 1993. Las? 
season they clinched the I r ‘f; 
title, but fell from seer < 
third place in the \ *=» ■' 
championship. ^ksii's, 

Abbasi. formerly 3 j ow , 
second division clutp. 
been playing with greaser .- 4 -,. 
fide nee since they 
Orthodoxi to clinch thir2^iftl 
in the 1993 U-19 comdcgF'-' 
back in January. The tee®!?" 
play in the second divisf^J ^ 
year where they hope to q 1 "’ 1 * 
come competition fr Qni Ver ' 
Yarmouk and others a nd 
promoted to the first divfeUta 5 

The first division this ys?- 
includes only seven tOmaT 
Two teams will be relegapirf? 

1994 and only one team Uiii 
promoted from the second n- e 
vision making the total numhL’r 
of competing teams only sixTI 

1995 compared to eight n‘iu : 4 
1993. 



FSG io scrap compulsory exercises 

GENEVA (R) — The International Gymnastics Federation 
(FIG) has decided to scrap compulsory exercises at World 
Championships and the Olympics from 1997. A FIG official 
said the federation's congress, which met at the weekend, had 
decided that top gymnasts now reached such high standards in 
all disciplines that a compulsory exercise with one optional in 
the team event which begins each competition was no longer 
necessary. The official said from 1997 the team event would 
comprise two optional exercises for each competitor. The 
congress also decided tahold the World Championships every 
two yean from 1997. 

SSselen voted Belgium’s best player 

LONDON (R) — Belgium and dub Brugge midfielder 
Lorenzo Staelens has been voted player of the year by 
colleagues in the Belgian competition. Staelens. 30, won 300 
votes. Romania international Dorinet Munteanu, who plays 
for Cerde Brugge, picked up 250 to finish runner-up ahead of 
his Croatian-born Belgian teammate Josip Weber on 227. 
Anderlecht’s Filip de Wilde was elected goalkeeper of the year 
and Charleroi’s Robert Waseige coach of the year. 

Vasco win third successive title 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Vasco da Gama won the Rio de 
Janeiro championship for the third year running at the 
weekend, beating Fluminense 2-0 in the competition’s decisive 
game. Striker Jardel, who had been jeered off by fans after 
being substitutes in his last game, scored both goals as Vasco 
dominated the game, played before an 80.000 crowd at the 
Maracana Stadium. 

East of the ftAoon wins French classic 

PARIS (R) — East of the Moon, ridden by Cash Asmussen, 
gave trainer Francois Boutin his fourth success in the French 
1,000 Guineas horse racing classic at Longchamp Sunday. The 
filly's famous dam, Miesque, won the race seven years ago and 
her daughter was not hard pressed to bet Agathe, the Mount 
of Olivier Peslier, by a length and a half. Consistent Belie 
Argentine, partnered by Guy Guigyiard, finished a neck away 
in third place. Sheikh Mohammed’s Falgbird, who had beaten 
East of the Moon when both fillies made their seasonal debut 
three weeks ago. finished a disappointing fifth of the eight 
runners in the" 1.6-kilometre classic. 
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Matter overcomes Morgan 
for 1 st fifitSe ©mts^e Ss-aaSI 


CORAL SPRINGS. Florida 
(R) — Luiz Mattar won hLs 
first title outside his native 
Brazil when he beat Jamie 
Morgan of Australia in the 
final of the $240,000 America's 
red clay tennis championship 
Sunday, but he is not expecting 
much notice back home. 

Mattar, the sixth seed, se- 
cured a 6-4 3-6 6-3 
victory over his seventh-seeded 
opponent. 

The 56th-ranked Brazilian, 
winner of seven career titles, 
knows his countrymen have 
been mourning the death of 
Formula One driver Ayrton 
Senna two weeks ago in Monte 
Carlo, and he also knows ten- 
nis must take a back scat to 
soccer in this World Cup sea- 
son. 

“In Brazil, it is too close to 
World Cup,” Mattar said. “I 
have to tell you World Cup is 
really big in Brazil. We have 10 
pages for sports — nine and 
three quarters for soccer and 
one quarter for Mattar tomor- 
row." 

The victory, also his first on 
day courts, provides Mattar 
with more than just a $31 ,000 
poay check. It confirms his 
ability to win on foreign terri- 


tory. 

'"•VViii.iing m your home 
coentry is miidi belter L'tan 
outside.*' said Mat tar. who is 
now 1-1 in career matches with 
Morgan. “Everybody »•; there 
for you and paying stisnticn to 
you. 

“But winning a title out of 
Brazil proves I can play well 
without a home advantage. I'm 
very, very happy with that.” 

Even Mattar was surprised 
at how well he did apizNl the 
66th~ranked Morgan , r. serve- 
ana- volley specialist. 

Throughout the entire two 
hour, three minute match Mat- 
tar produced magic. He posted 
only 10 unforcec errors, with 
just one in ihe final set. 

“Beautiful, that’s beauti- 
ful," Mattar said when raid of 
his commanding edge in the 
statistics. 

Morgan, who has failed to 
win any of the three career 
finals he has contested, was 
equally impressed. 

"That's a pretty good 
effort. ■' sJd Morgan. 'who 
served 16 aces Sunday. 
“Obviously, the guy played 
well. I played 10'j per cent and 
on the" day h<_ was a little 
better." 


Drivers, 
team bosses 
back safety 
changes 

MONACO (AFP) — Formula 
One’s drivers and team bosses 
backed new safety measures 
here Monday following the 
deaths of Ayrton Senna and 
Roland Ratzenberger. 

Drivers representatives 
Michaei Schumacher of Ger- 
many 2 nd Gerhard Berger of 
Austria took part in the meet- 
ing, which agreed unanimously 
to back the decision 
announced bv governing body 
FIA. 

Benetton boss Flavio Bria- 
tore said: “All the teams are 
agreed over the changes re- 
quired for the Grand Prix of 
Spain." 

Berger said a meeting of 
team engineers ended with 
even stricter safety measures 
being suggested. The team 
basses plan to approach FIA 
president Max Moseley with 
their vies. 

* . 

Austrian Ratzenberger was 
killed in practice for the San 
Marino Grand Prix and Brazi- 
lian Senna died during the race 
at Imola May 1. Karl Wendlin- 
ger. also of Austria, is current- 
ly in a coma after a crash in 
practice for the Monaco race, 
won by Schumacher Sunday. 

FEA has suggested cutting 
car power, changing aerodyna- 
mics and adding protection for 
drivers around their beads. 


i 


Japan’s World Cup chances no 
to be affected by Maradona fesi.ii 


TOKYO (R) — The Brazilian 
head coach of the Japanese 
national team said Monday 
that Japan's refusal to grant an 
entry visa to Diego Maradona 
would not affect the country's 
chances of bidding for the 2002 
World Cup finals. 

Argentina, including Mara- 
dona, were due to play two 
friendly matches in Japan later 
this month as part of a World 
Cup warm-up competition. 

“I believe the entry ban on 
Maradona has no connection 
with Japan's bid to host the 
2002 World Cup finals," said 
Paolo Roberto Falcao, who 
played for Brazil In the 1982 


and 1986 World Cups. 

However, Falcao added that 
although the issue was politic- 
al: “I think our Japanese team 
lost a good chance (to play 
Argentina)." 

Last week's decision by the 
Japanese government, based 
on Maradona's past drug off- 
ences, triggered a row between 
Japan and Argentina, which 
withdrew its team from the 
three-nation tournament 
featuring France and Japan. 

Japanese soccer officials are 
worried that the government's 
decision to stick by its tradi- 
tional ban on foreign drugs 
offenders will cast a shadow 
over the country's bid to host 


the World Cup in eight yjagj*- 

“In view of Japanese econo- 
mic power and support ft™ 
soccer fans and the media. 
Japan has enough of a ciutne& 
to host the 2002 World Chp,” 
said Falcao. 

Japanese hopes were furthf f 
dented last week when ' the 
head of Sooth Korea's Wof]| 
Cup campaign, Chung Mpng- 
Joon, was elected Friday as the 
Asian Football Confedera- 
tion's vice preside nt o n. the 
world soccer body FIFA.’ 

South Korea have qualified 
four times for the World" Cup 
finals while Japan have never 
qualified. 


Korda checks- Swedish cup hopes 


DUSSELDORF, Germany 
(AFP) — Peter Korda over- 
came a totally inadequate Ste- 
fan Edberg 6-1 6-4 to give the 
Czech Republic an early lead 
over Sweden at the World 
Team Cup. 

The Swede managed to earn 
just four points in the first five 
games. Edberg finally held 
serve for 1-5, but Korda took 
the first set when Edberg finally 
hit a forehand long. 

Edberg, who tome only two 
games off Korda in the same 
event a year ago, had no touch 
at all, mis-timing his runs to 
the net and committing a string 
of errors on his volleys. 

Although be offered a little 


more resistance in the second 
set, Korda still surged to 4-0 
lead. 

Korda, in contrast to his 
opponent, made almost no 
errors, and Edberg was unable 
to establish himself until it was 
too late to matter. 

Leading 5-2, Korda was 
broken as he served for vic- 
tory, but he came through safe- 
ly at his next opportunity, win- 
ning in 59 minutes. 


“He didn’t make many mis- 
takes, but I didn’t play particu- 
larly well b the beginning. I 
wasn’t really in the match," 
admitted Edberg. 

“I have lost my game a little 
since Madrid last month and 
have to try and put it bade 
together again. The way I'm 
playing now. the French Open 
will be tough, but you can play 
a couple of good sets and it can 
turn change very quickly." 


Jecwntiv checks 

Or 

World 
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for reporters at 
causing row 


-NEW YORK (AP) — With 
the start of the World Cup just 
several weeks away, several major 
U.S. news organisations arc 
refusing demands for security 
checks on reporters covering 
the month-long tournament. 

The dispute with tourna- 
ment organisers could threaten 
coverage for the soccer show- 
case, the world's most widely 
viewed sports event. 

World Cup organisers con- 
tend the security measures arc 
necessary to deter possible ter- 
rorism. They are refusing to 
ycild on their demand that 
reporters sign waiver forms 
that give organisers the right ro 
■request FBI and poiice fifes on 
them. 

The form slates: “1 hereby 


reques'.-iiuitiorise the Federal 
Bureau of Investigator. d!i 
slate and local law enforce- 
ment agencies consilient with 
appUcaoic laws. relccsMi cri- 
minal his'.on. and crimiriLi in- 
vestigative records pertaining 
to me to Worid Cup USA !*iv4 
Inc. . its officii!:. -and -of agents 
so establish security t.nc :.ccre- 
diiation eligi!::Iil;\" 

i lie A.iSsiCtaSeu PlVSI flw s 
ativLcu its Wi-r!.! Cup s:a,'E not 
to sign the i'ornr... 

“ i ne Associated i*rw:«s aac 
its reporters .snv'. oho tv 
grapher:. rvgarc- ^ac.i .. lequire- 
nieiit a gro*>iy :r: - .|?errr.:ssi- 
We intrusion into the private 
live:, of the AxM-cmued “'reis 
journalists sports Ter- 


ry Taylor said in a letter to 
World Cup USA Chairman 
Alan Rothenberg. 

Newspapers joining the AP 
in objecting included the New 
York Times, the Washington 
Post, the Boston Globe, USA 
Today, the Philadelphia In- 
quirer, the Philadelphia Daily 
News, Newsday and the Star- 
Ledger of Newark, N.J. the 
Los Angeles Times, among 
others, agreed to sign the 
forms. 

“We have certain journalis- 
tic principles and we will stand 
by those principles," Neil 
Amdur, sports editor of the 
New York Times, said Tues- 
day. 

“i really wonder why a waiv- 


er is necessary," said Gene 
Policinski, managing editor- 
sports of USA Today. 

The International Federa- 
tion of Association Football 
(FIFA), soccer's worid gov-, 
eming body, said news orga- 
nisations were overreacting. 
FIFA spokesman Guido Tog- 
noni said the problem is being 
caused by lawyers, and said 
some reporters from dissenting 
news organisations already 
have signed and returned the 
forms. 

“We cannot interfere if the 
security officials believe these 
measures are necessary," Tog- 
noni said Tuesday in Zurich, 
Switzerland, where the orga- 
nisation is based. 


FOES ESEE3Y j 

FOR RENT 

Unfurnished ground Hoot Hat w»lr. garden. Consists o! i i 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, separate rentral nesting, water, | 

Superb flat for rent; located in Jabal Amman, 

eleefneiry & entrance. (In a 5-fJai building). j 

Location: Abdoun. near the Orthodox Club Circle. j 

opposite Amra Hotel. 

For information, please call 812570 i 

Please contact 827097 

from 9 s.m. *■ 5 p.m. 
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2H55484 6-6242K2- 637586 . 



Birth Stone & Fine Jewellaiy in 18 & 21 kt. gold 
House & Office gifts 
Graduation & Birthday Presents 
Engagment & Wedding Presents 
Gifts of All Kinds 


DAJANI 

JEWELLERS 




Amra Hotel 
Amman 8a 



Gnema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


DEAD CALM 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, I0;30 

Thursdays - Fridays and Sundays 
Tom & Jerry at 11 a.m. 


Cinema 


Tel.; 699238 I Cinema 


Tei.: 677420 


PLAZA 




Tel.; 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


All family members international 
movie 


Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 5, b:30, 8:30. 10:30 


COHC&RD 'V 
T&SE SET 

Shows; 3:?U, 

GOHCQRD 

BCDDYGUAEK& 

Shout: 12:30. n:»5. 0 ■:.>»• 

SiBemce ©? Tfcs Laasbs 

S!im-v 3 hi H\:: 


The political comedy play 
FORBIDDEN 
FORBIDDEN 

Every night at 8:30 p.m. 


Tel: 675571 

Mabfl AMHwririwI Theatre 


Coming soon 

Abu Awad in: The new comedy 
play: 

“A PUNCTURED BAG" 

Directed by Ghassan Al Mashini 


Nabil & Hisham’s Td.: 625155 1 

ahlan theatre 


The political comedy play. 

“WHAT A PEACE! 9 * 
(Al'Salam Ya Saiann) 
At: 8:30 p.m. 

For reservations please call 628155 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Hariri returns to work 

BEIRUT (R) — Prime Minister Rafik A1 Hariri returned to 
work Monday after a week-long strike that plunged Lebanon 
fcffo its worst political crisis in nearly two years. Officials said 
Mr. Hariri resumed his activity at the government headquar- 
ters for the first time since May 8 when be announced he was 
staying home after a planned cabinet reshuffle was blocked by 
President Elias Hrawi and House Speaker Nabih Bern. Mr. 
Hariri would chair a cabinet meeting later Monday. The prime 
minister decided Saturday to return to work after talks with 
Syrian President Hafez AJ Assad, the main power broker in 
Lebanon, though his demands were not met. 

Rebels kill 9 villagers in Turkey 

&*KARA (AFP) — Kurdish rebels killed nine villagers in 
Frir^nk and set fire to some bouses in the eastern region of 
Efzincan, the Turkish news agency Anatolia reported Mon- 
day. The Kurds used machine-gun fire in the attack late 
Sqnday. the agency said. Only hours earlier Interior Minister 
Nahit Mentese had issued a statement saying that the 
separatist Kurdistan Workers Party (PICK) fighting the Tur- 
. Irish authorities for a decade was on the point of breaking up 
after a series of military defeats. Police in Istanbul were 
meanwhile holding a couple suspected of planting a bomb on 
the Blue Train at the railway station minutes before its 
departure for Ankara overnight. The couple, slightly injured 
in' the blast, bad Turkish nationality, police said. 

German campaign for presidency nears end 

BONN (R) — The kid-gloves campaign for Germany's 
presidency went into its final week Monday wfth second- 
placed candidate Johannes Rau grasping some sensitive issues 
m a bid to dose the gap. The Social Democrat (SFD) hopeful 
sketched out a liberal plan on immigration in an interview in 
which he came as close as he could to criticising the tough 
Stand of Christian Democrat (CDU) front-runner Roman 
Herzog. Mr. Rau, who easily beats Mr. Herzog in popularity 
polls, has also been canvassing disgruntled East German CDU 
deputies to urge them to break ranks and back him in the 
special Electoral College that selects the president on May 23. 
But Mr. Herzog, Chancellor Helmut Kohl's candidate, still 
seemed to have enough of the Electoral College’s 1,324 
deputies behind him to survive any defections during the 
complex voting. “There won’t be enough for the SPD man to 
score a surprise victory," the news weekly Der Spiegel said of 
the defections. The Electoral College, which meets in Berlin, 
piay have to vote three times if. as expected, Mr. Herzog wins 
most but not all of the SO per cent needed in the first two 
rounds. With the largest block of votes behind him, be is 
expected to win at least the simple majority needed in the third 
round and could do even better if the Free Democrats (FDP) 
Withdraw their candidate and support him. 

Worst mine blast in China kills 38 

BELTING (R) — A gas explosion in a Jiangxi province coal 
mine killed 30 Chinese miners, the largest death toll from a 
single mining accident in China tins year, an official newspaper 
reported. Investigators blamed the May 1 Mast at the' 
state-owned Finghu Coal Mine on “engineering mistakes, 
poor management and other human causes,’’ Anhui Daily . 
reported in editions seen Monday in Beijing. Details of die 
explosion were not disclosed and no reason was given for the 
two-week delay in reporting it. Among the 38 dead were five 
supervisors from the local mining bureau, die report said, 
calling the blast “the biggest single mining accident in China 
this year.” Coal industry Vice Minister Zhang Baonring held a 
nationwide telephone conference on May 5 to exhort local 
officials to strengthen mine safety, saying the Pinghn blast was 
this year's ninth major mining accident. More than 10,000 
miners die each year in China’s poorly supervised mines, 
according to offiaal figures. 

Pakistanis flee Yemen for Karachi 

KARACHI, Pakistan (R) — More than 200 Pakistanis 
evacuated from Yemen’s dvil war flew into Karachi aboard a 
special flight, officials said. Most of the 232 evacuees were 
wives and children of Pakistani businessmen and diplomats 
living in the Yemeni cities of Sanaa and Aden, a Paki stani 

- International Airlines official said. They were among the last 

- of the foreigners there. “The situation was horrible,’’ said one 
-woman. “It was worst on May 5 when Scud missiles rained on 
-Sanaa.” "There was no water, no electricity and food was 

scarce,” another woman said. Many were teachers from the 
“Pakistan Embassy School or wives and children of Pakistani 
bankers working in Yemen. Most Pakistanis in Sanaa had 
taken refuge from the dvil war in the Pakistan Embassy 

- School while those in Aden were boused in a United Nations 
building, they said. Officials said about 1,000 Pakistanis were 
living in Yemen when the civil war erupted this month. While ' 

I many bad made their way to neighbouring Saudi Arabia, many 
more were still in Yemen, they said. 

Chinese leave Yemen for home 

• BEIJING (AFP) — More than 200 Chinese construction 
..-workers, engineers and medical personnel arrived in Beijing 
'Monday, after fleeing the bloody dvil war in Yemen. Some 
'160 Chinese workers were flown home Friday and a further 
1 398 were scheduled to return later Monday. Among the latest 
arrivals who flew in on a chartered Boeing 767, were 34 who 
'had been stranded in southern Yemen ever since dvil war 

- broke out on May 4. The deputy director of a Chinese medical 
. team, Zhang Chengjian, was shot dead during their eventual 
' evacuation. Foreign Minister Qian Qichen said last week that 

China was “seriously concerned with the worsening situation 
in Yemen and deeply grieved by the huge loss in lives and 
property.” 

Rushdie receives literary award 

VIENNA (AFP) — British author Salman Rushdie was 
..presented with the European prize for literature Monday by 
. -4he Austrian Minister for Education and Culture Rudolf 
CScholten. The prize, which was awarded to Rushdie in 1992 
-'and includes a cash prize of $17,000, was handed over amid 
; strict security at the ministry. Rushdie has been living in hiding 
&noe he was condemned to death by the late Iranian leader 
.Ayatollah Khomeini for allegedly blaspheming Islam in his 
.novel The Satanic Verses. The writer was emotional during 
-file ceremony saying he had almost forgotten what it was like 
,tp be in a room full of people discusing his work. A jury of 
’''authorities decided to award Rushdie the prize in 1992 but 
Jibeir decision was kept secret for a year because Austrian 
■-^authorities said they could not ensure Rushdie’s security in 
■.■Vienna. 

Gaza suffering shown at Cannes 

’"'CANNES, France (AFP) — The sufferings of Palestinians on 
-fim Gaza Strip were brought to the somewhat less harsh 
Surroundings of the French riviera Monday, in a -moving 
"drama-documentary at the film festival here. Curfew, by 
* 32 -yeai , -old director Rashid Masharawi, tells the story of 24 
•gams in file life of an ordinary family living under curfew n a 
'refugee camp. It was made before the recent autonomy 
‘agreements reached with Israel. The film includes the depic- 
tion of a bouse being destroyed by the Israeli army while 
^Palestinian neighbours look helple^ly on, while a number of 
'Palestinians are taken off for no apparent reason. The film was 
-presented Monday in the Director's Fortnight selection of 
.-films here, and is also selected in the Camera D’Or (Golden - 
■'Camera) section of the festival, for first-time film makers. The 
'dominant themes of the 75-minute movie — above aU 
-boredom, but mixed with the tension of not knowing what wiH 
•happen next, is summed up by the words of one of the main 
"characters, Abu Raji. “That’s aU you're good at, saying 
■tomorrow things will improve, and the day after will be better. 
•We don't even know what today will bring," he says. 


Red Cross tries 
to move food to 
trapped Rwandans 


NAIROBI (R) — Red Cross 
J_ workers Monday attempted to 
deliver food to thousands of 
trapped civilians outside 
Rwanda’s capital Kigali during 
a luB in fighting between rebels 
and government forces, offi- 
cials said. 

They said the aid workers 
would try to move a convoy 
carrying 40 tonnes of porridge 
from Kigali to Kabgayi some 
45 kilometres southwest where 
refugees arfc living in death 
camp conditions. 

"Yesterday when they tried 
to get the food out (of Kigali) 
file warehouse was shot at,” a 
spokeswoman for the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) in Nairobi said. 

But after heavy artillery 
duels between government 
army positions and those of the 
rebel Rwanda Patriotic Front 
1 (RPF) Sunday, U.N. officials 
r described Kigali as ominously 
-calm. 

“It is very quiet this morn- 
ing. But it is usual that there is 
calm before a big storm," 
Abdul Kabia, executive direc- 
tor of the U.N.'s Assstance 
Mission In Rwanda (UN- 
AMIR) said from the embat- 
tled city by telephone. 

Kigali, once a quiet African 
dty known for its lush gardens 
and flowers, has become a 
slum reeking of dead bodies 
since the fighting started, resi- 
dents said. 

Reuter reporters who visited 
Kabgayi Friday said refugees, 
mainly from the minority Tutsi 
dan, were eking out an exist- 
ence in sub-hnuian conditions. 

Dead bodies lie un buried at 
the centre of the camp, miser- 
able groups huddle around 
camp fires, stretching out theft 
hands for a share of commeal 
cooked up in large, rusty vats. 

Refugees said they were 
being kept virtual prisoner by 
government army troops and 
that people were repeatedly 
pulled out of the compound 
and butchered by extremist 
death squads from the Hutu 
tribe. 

The deaths of countless 
thousands — aid workers 
up to 500,000 — of Tutsi 
opposition party Hutus are 
Mamed on the death squads 
add government, soldiers who 
went on the rampage after 
President Juvenal Habyarima- 
na was killed in a rocket attack 
on his plane on April 6. 

The United Nations Com- 
mission on Human Rights is 
holding an emergency session 
later this month to discuss the 
killings. Only die third in its 
history, the session is expected 


to appoint a “special rappor- 
teur” or investigator to look 
into rights violations in file 
Rwandan conflict. 

ICRC officials have been 
trying to establish a 500-bed 
hospital in Kabgayi but the 
government military refuses to 
declare the area neutral, leav- 
ing it vulnerable to attacks by 
the militia. 

Efforts by former French 
Humanitarian Affairs Minister 
Bernard Kouchner to secure 
safe passage for civilians want- 
ing to leave areas blitzed by 
fighting or patrolled by militias 
went awry when his convoy 
was shot at outside Kigali late 
Sunday. 

Mr. Kouchner was driving 
back from Gitarama, the re- 
gional town where the rump 
government is based, when 
gunfire sent his entourage scur- 
rying for cover. 

Meanwhile, Dutch Overseas 
Minister Jan Prowk called on 
the United States to lead an 
airlift of food to thousands of 
displaced Rwandans inside the 
country. Hundreds of 
thousands have also fled to 
neighbouring countries. 

Mr. Pronk, who visited 
Kigali at the weekend, told 
Radio Netherlands an interna- 
tional protection force should 
be deployed to protect relief 
convoys. 

The U.N. Security Council is 
expected to vote on sending a 
force of up to 5,500 peacekeep- 
ers to the central African na- 
tion, Tuesday, but aid workers 
warned the world body against 
-embarking on another opera- 
tion without proper planning. 

“Just dispatching troops 
without an overall approach to 
end the fighting with diploma- 
tic and political measures sug- 
gests to me that they (the 
United Nations) haven't learnt 
their lesson,” Mai com Fraser, 
former Australian prime minis- 
ter and president of file aid 
group Care International, said 
in Sydney after visiting Rwan- 
dan refugees in Tanzania. 

A spokeswoman for the aid 
agency Mededrn Sans Fron- 
tieres said hospitals in the 
200,000-strong Tanzanian 
camp at Benaco were already 
filling up with patients suffer- 
ing respir a tory diseases, dysen- 
tery and diarrhoea. 

“There have been at least 10 
deaths from pneumonia while 
dysentery and diarrhoea are 
increasing,” the spokeswoman 
told Reuters. 

“Doctors say conditions will 
continue to deteriorate and 
there could be an epidemic 
within thlfee weeks." 


Egypt confident Pentagon 
to continue military aid 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian De- 
fence Minister Mohammad 
Hussein Tantawi said Monday 
he was confident the United 
States would maintain its $1.3 
billion annual military aid to 
Egypt, at least for the time 
being. 

Mr. Tantawi was speaking 
after meeting Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak to report 
on his recent visit to Washing- 
ton and talks with Pentagon 
officials. 

“The U.S. administration 
showed full understanding of 
Egypt's role and position and is 
taking the appropriate proce- 
dures regarding me arms sales 
and the development of 
Egypt's armed forces,' which is 
proceeding according to a five- 
year plan already under execu- 
tion, Mr. Tantawi told repor- 
ters. 

“The U.S. administration 
has introduced some cuts in its 
military aid budget in the 
world but due to Egypt's role 
and importance in the region, I 
hope we will not be affected by 
this reduction,” he added. 

Mr. Tantawi discussed U.S. 
military aid to Egypt and other 
issues during a two-hour meet- 
ing last Tuesday in Washington 
with Defence Secretary Wil- 
liam Perry. 


Mr. Perry told reporters he 
and Mr. Tantawi would discuss 
U.S. military aid to Egypt and 
Israel, but officials said later 
no decisions were reached on 
increased Pentagon support for 
Cairo. 

Mr. Tantawi went to 
Washington after the United 
States announced it was mak- 
ing deep cuts in its defence 
budget. Security sources said 
Egypt was concerned that 
some members of Congress 
were pressing the Clinton 
administration to reduce costly 1 
foreign arms aid, especially in 
the Middle East. 

But the sources said Mr. 
Tantawi managed to persuade 
the Pentagon to at least keep 
the aid going for the next year. 

The Pentagon has already 
announced plans to sell torpe- 
does and anti-ship Harpoon 
missiles to Egypt’s navy for $97 
million, but took no immediate 
action on Egypt’s request for 
more U.S. F-16 fighters and 
attack helicopters for its air 
force. 

Egypt aleady has 120 F-16s 
and 40 others will be delivered 
by the end of (his year. 

Egypt’s request apparently 
followed, the Pentagon's 
approval to sell -25 McDonnell 
Douglas F-151 attack jets to 
Israel for $2.4 billion. 


Malawi parliament passes 
constitution on eve of poll 


20 MBA, Malawi (AFP) — 
Malawi’s parliament Monday 
passed a new interim constitu- 
tion the very day before multi- 
party elections set to end three 
decades of paternalistic rule by 
veteran {resident Kamuzu 
Banda. 

Justice Minister Lovemore 
Munlo presented the constitu- 
tional mil to 141 members of 
parliament from Mr. Banda’s 
ruling Malawi Congress Party, 
in a special one-day session 
convened before 3.8 million 
Malawians are called to the 
polls. 


Mr. Munlo, who is also 
attorney-general, said the con- 
stitution . was written and 
adopted by the all-party 
National Consultative Council 
(NCC) formed during a two- 
year transition to democracy 
and approved by Mr. Banda’s 
22-member cabinet. 

“The document is the final 
result to compromises in the 
NCC,” Mr. Munlo told MPs in 
parliament m the impoverished 
southern African nation’s for- 
mer, traditional capital, Zom- 
ba. 



Armenian soldiers jump down from a 
tank, owning back from the combat posi- 
tions in Agdam region, Azerbaijan. 
Armenian and Azeri sides exchang e fire 


these days as a matter of routine, but 
without taking further offensive aefron 
(AFP photo) 


Armenians, Azeris agree Karabakh truce 


MOSCOW (R) — Armenia 
and Azerbaijan Monday 
agreed a ceasefire in the dis- 
puted enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh to come into effect 
from midnight (2000 GMT), a 
senior Armenian official said. 

Armenian embassy spokes- 
man Hamlet Gushyan said by 
telephone Armenian forces 
had also agreed in principle to 
withdraw from large parts of 
Azeri territory outside Kara- 
bakh which they occupied in a 
series of offensives last year. 
The agreement was reached at 
Moscow talks mediated by 
Russia. 

The Moscow talks took 
place between the defence 
ministers of Armenia, Azer- 
baijan and Russia as well as the 
chief of Nagorno-Karabakh's 
defence forces. 

“It was the most productive 
meeting between the sides for 


six years,” Mr. Gushyan said. 

All previous attempts to 
negotiate an end to the prot- 
racted conflict have failed. 
Both Azeri and Armenian offi- 
cials said before the talks 
started that any agreement 
would only be a first step to- 
wards an overall deal. 

Mr. Gushyan said Armenian 
forces would start withdrawing 
from Azeri territory starting on 
May 25. It was not mniediaidy 
possible to contact Azeri offi- 
cials for their comments. 

i 

The protracted conflict, 
longest-running of ail the wars 
on the territory of the Soviet 
Union, has killed several 
thousand people and caused 
more than one milJJon, mainly- 
Azeri, refugees. 

Although the mountainous 
territory of Karabakh tech- 
nically still belongs to Azerbai- 


jan, ethnic Armenians have 
virtually driven all Azeri civi- 
lians out and proclaimed an 
independent republic. 

Big-power Russia says it has 
strategic interest in the region 
which borders on Iran and the 
Middle East. Brokering a 
peace treaty between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan would help it 
strengthen its influence there. 

Both Armenia and Azerbai- 
jan are under domestic press- 
ure to find a settlement to the 
protracted crisis. 

The Armenian economy is 
throttled by an energy crisis 
that stems from an embargo 
imposed by Azerbaijan on sup- 
plies of Turkmen natural gas 
across its territory to Armenia. 

For Azerbaijan, the war has 
created internal turmoil that 
has already caused the down- 
fall of two gaovernments. 


Somali gunmen kill 5 U.N. soldiers 


MOGADISHU (R) — Five 
Nepalese U.N. peacekeepers 
were killed and another was 
wounded when they tried to 
stop fighting between Somali 
dan militias in South Moga- 
dishu, a U.N. military spokes- 
man said. 

Witnesses said several 
Somalis were killed or wound- 
ed in the fighting in a maze of 
streets near the U.N.- 
controlled airport * 

“I understand there was 
inter-dan fighting in the area 
prior to the attack. The 
Nepalese went in to mediate 
and were fired upon,” U.N. 
military spokesman Major 
Chris Budge told Reuters. 

“I don’t know whether they 
were caught in crossfire or 
directly attacked. At present I 


attack 


aning t< 
” Maj. 


Budge added. 


am leaning towards a direct 
dge 

Maj. Budge said that after 
coming under small arms fire, 
“the Nepalese returned fire 
and as the situation developed 
the Egyptian and Pakistani 
Quick Reaction Forces (QRF) 
were deployed as a means of 
precautionary protection.” 

The fighting was between 


members of warlord Moham- 
mad Farah Aideed’s Habre 
Gedir dan and their rivals of 
the Hawadle, withnesses said. 
The same district was the scene 
of a 10-day dash between the 
clans in late April and early 
May. 

Witnesses said the Habre 
Gedir, also blamed for killings 
of U.S. peacekeepers last year 
which prompted a withdrawal 
of American peacekeepers, 
were behind the attack on the 
Nepalese. 

They were the first U.N. 
casualties since two Nepalese 
were killed in the same area of 
Mogadishu on April 18. 

The spokesman said the 
wounded soldieT was taken to 
the squalid, bomb-damaged 
Digfer Hospital by staff of the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross and his condi- 
tion was stable. 

The wounded man was the 
first U.N. peacekeeper to be 
treated in one of the Somali 
hospitals, which overflow with 
gunshot victims, rather than a 
U.N. hospital. It was not dear 
why be was not sent to one of 
two U.N. fadlities. 


Political analysts predicted 
the country would fall back 
into lawlessness after Western 
forces pulled out and the man- 
date of the remaining Asian 
and African U.N. force was cut 
back to escorting relief con- 
voys rather than to restoring 
order. _ — 

Promises by Somali factions 
to attend peace talks to set up a 
new government have come to 
nothing. 

Dozens of U.N. and Amer- 
ican soldiers have died in 
Somalia since the first U.S. 
Marines bit the beaches of 
Mogadishu in December, 
1992, aiming to end famine and 
chaos. 

The last U.S. Marines left 
Mogadishu on March 26 this 
year. 

The latest violence comes a 
day ahead of an expected vote 
by the U.N. Security Council 
on sending thousands of fresh 
peacekeepers to Rwanda. 

The ill-fated Somalia mis- 
sion has been cited by officiate 
who urge the United Nations 
to plan its operation in Rwan- 
da more carefully than it did on 
the streets of Mogadishu. 


Charles heals wounds of history in Russia 


ST PETERSBURG (R) — 
Britain's prince Charles began 
a visit Monday to Russia’s 
majestic second city St Peters- 
burg, the birthplace of the re- 
volution that swept his distant 
Romanov relations from the 
throne. 

The heir to Queen Eli- 
zabeth’s crown flew into St 
Petersburg by private royal jet 
for a four-day tour of die for- 
mer seat of Tsarist power and 
cradle of the 1917 uprising 
which gave birth to the Soviet 
state. 


The trip is the first by a 
top-ranking British royal since 
the Russian Tsar Nicholas II 
and his family, dynastic cousins 
of Britain’s house of Windsor, 
were executed by Bolshevik 
forces in the aftermath of the 
Russian Revolution. 

No British monarch or heir 
to the throne visited Russia in 
an official capacity daring the 
Soviet era, reflecting cold war 
tensions and lingering bitter- 
ness over the bloody fete of the 
Romanov rulers. 

The prince was welcomed at 


ST Petersburg Airport by 
Mayor Anatoly Sobchack, who 
had invited a royal visit as a 
spur to foreign investment in 
the shabby but still impressive 
dty of wide avenues and Baro- 
que architecture. 

The king-in-waiting trip offi- 
cially lays to rest the ghosts of 
the past and paves the way for ; 
a full state visit by Queen i 
Elizabeth later in the year 
which is set to crown the new- 
found comradeship between 
the old cold war adversaries. 


Police: S. African neo-Nazis planned big blast 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — A 
police colonel told a court 
Monday that white neo-Nazis 
planned to plant a huge bomb 
at Johannesburg’s Jan Smuts ' 
Airport on the day Nelson 
Mandela was inaugurated 
South Africa’s first black presi- 
dent. 

“We received information 
that they would plant a time- 
bomb of between three to five 
tonnes at Jan Smuts'' on May 
10, Colonel Gometius Van 
Wyk told a magistrates court 
bail bearing for 3 detained 
pro-apartheid extremists. 

Police arrested 34 members 
of the white supremadst Afri- 
kaner Resistance Movement 
(AWB) in connection with 
bombings in and around 
Johannesburg that killed 21 
people and wounded nearly 
200 in the run-up to historic 
all-race elections. 

The airport. South Africa's 
largest, was hit by a car bomb 
on April 27, the second day in 
a four-day poll that gave Mr. 
Mandela and his African 
National Congress a sweeping 
victory. 

Sixteen people were wound- 
ed in the explosion outside the 
departures hall. 


Col. Van Wyk said police 
were searching for another 21 
bombing suspects. A reward of 
50,000 rand ($13,600) was 
offered for information leading 
to the arrest of each one. 

Thirty-three detainees ap- 
plied for bail Monday and the 
hearing was continuing. The 
other detainee is a minor and 
appears separately. 

Col. Van Wyk said another 
21 rightists has fled from a 
shooting range at Rustenbura. 
about 100 kilometres north- 
west of Johannesburg, which 
police raided on April 27 after 
being tipped that the bombers 
had gathered there. 

“We are searching for at 
least 21 people in connection 
with the bombings, 10 who fled 
the scene of the raid and poss- 
ibly another 11 identified by 
clothing and baggage we found 
on the scene,” the colonel said. 

Police released the names, 
photographs and identity num- 
bers of eight of the suspects 
and appealed for public help in 
capturing them. 

Col. Van Wyk said police 
had recovered at least 60 kilog- 
rammes of explosives, revol- 
vers and pistols, false registra- 


tions arid parachutes during 
the swoop on the shooting 
range. 

He said police had acted on 
information after finding simi- 
larities in bombings between 
April 24 and 27 in Johannes- 
burg and suburban Germiston. 

“We believe the bombings 
were aimed at disrupt the elec- 
tion, especially considering 
the time and places the explo- 
sions took place. The bomb- 
ings and a tremendous impact 
on South Africa..." Col. Van 
Wyk said. 

He said police had acted on 
information that a group of- 
people, most of them members’ 
of the AWB’s elite Ysterearde 
— Iron Guard boydguarrc for 
AWB leader Eugene Terre 
Blanche — had garnered ate a 
game farm in the western 
Transvaal. 

They had then moved on to 
the shooting range in Rusten- 
burg in convoys, moving along 
din roads, the colonel said. 

He estimated the first bomb 
on Bree Street in central 
Johannesburg, which killed 
nine people and wounded 92, 
caused 50 million rand ($14 
million) in damage. 




Hillary Clinton 
moved by Mandela 
Inaugural 

WASHINGTON (R) — First 
lady Hillary Clinton, clearly 
moved by the inauguration of 
South African President Nel- 
son Mandela, told graduates at 
‘the University of Illinois Sun- 
day the highlight came when 
Mr. Mandela revealed he had 
invited three of his former jail- 
ers to the ceremony. Mrs. Clin- 
ton spoke emotionally of the 
changes that brought to power 
South Africa’s first black lead- 
er, calling last week's inaugural 
“an incredibly moving and his- 
torical experience.” “Despite 
enormous differences in a far 
away land tom by racial strife- 
and hatred and violence that 
we cannot even imagine, 

(they) joined together in a 
vision of a new South Africa,” 
she said. “But the highlight of _ 
the entire inaugural came, for' * 
me, later at a lunch, where 
President Mandela stood and - 
talked about bow he had in- . 
vited to his inaugural cere- 
mony three of his former jail- 
ers," Mrs. Clinton said m a 
commencement speech. She 
told the graduates that Mr. 
Mandela, who spent 27 years 
as a. political prisoners, had 
been in jail longer than many 
of them had lived. “And yet,, 
because he was a man who 
understood that real change 
must come from within... he 
learned to love his jailers and 
they, in turn learned to love 
him. They broke through the 
barriers that divide us to see 
each other in their full human- 
ity,” she said. Mrs. Clinton . 
confessed that as she sat listen- 
ing she wondered whether she 
would have “the depth and 
forgiveness and love to reach 
out to those who oppose and 
attack me or my husband.” 

Mrs. Clinton was a member of 
the U.S. delegation, led by 
Vice President AI Gore, that 
attended Mr. Mandela's inau- 
guration last Tuesday. 

U.S. handgun 
crloies hit s 

all time record 

WASHINGTON (R) — Vio- 
lent crimes committed nation- 
wide with handguns set a re- 
cord in 1992, soaring almost 50 
per cent from the annual aver- 
age the previous five years, the 
Justice-Department said Sun- 
day. The department's Bureau 
of Justice Statistics reported 
that handguns had been used 
in 931,000 murders, rapes, rob- 
beries and assaults in 1992, up 
from the annual average of 
667,000 from 1987 to 1991. 
Handgun crimes accounted _ 
for an increased percentage — ’ 
now about 13 per cent — of all 
violent crimes, it said. The 
release of the statistics came as 
the Ginton administration and * 
Congress consider new ways to 
restrict guns to cut down (Hi 
rampant inner-city violence. 
President Bill Clinton already 
signed into law the so-called 
Brady Bill requiring a five-day 
waiting period for the purchase 
of handguns and has vigorously 
supported legislation banning a 
number of assault weapons. 
Attorney General Janet Reno 
has advocated gun licensing, 
and is considering whether to 
propose such a system nation- 
wide. The report by the de- 
partment’s information-gather- 
ing unit said rhe number of 
murders with a handgun total- 
led 13,200 in 1992. a 24 per 
cent jump from the five-year 
average. The murder numbers 
were based on FBI crime sta- 
tistics. The other statistics, 
from a nationwide crime vic- 
tims’ sunrey. also showed 
dramatic increases for robber- ■ 
ies and assaults involving a 
handgun. 

Japan deports 
record number 
of foreigners 

TOKYO (AFP) — The 
Japanese authorities last year 
deported a record 70,4041 peo- 
ple, 1 according to an official 
report released Sunday. De- 
portations for violating im- 
migration laws rose 3,8 ner 
cent from 1992. It was the first 
SR** f lun J ber has topped 
70,000, said the report by the 
Justice Ministry which controls 
immigration offices. Illegal 
workers accounted for 64 111 

ri . sin S 3*5 per cent 
from the previous year, it said 
Thajs topped the list of illeeai 
workers, accounting for 20 Der £ 
«m. followed by Malaysians 
with 19 per cent. South- Ko- 
reans with 18 per cent and 
Iranians with 14 per cent the 
report said. The ministry sa£ 
that the number of fortigSL 
who were denied entnr 8 ^ 

Japan last year went doSi 26 4 
per cent from 1992 1018,960 







